Chapter 10

Carson Issues: 

Think Local

To My Fellow Carsonites

STEVE MOZENA, 44

College Textbooks Businessman

B.A. in Journalism, minor: Business

FOR CARSON COUNCIL

Dear Neighbor:

Do you want a councilman who will bring honesty to government? Someone who shares your dreams and can make them a reality? Someone who looks out for your interests rather than special interests? Someone who has a proven record of success and can promote prosperity for you and Carson?

I'm a family man and businessman.

I have owned my educational publishing business for over 15 years.

I have many years' experience in the medical supply field, and in the food service industry.

I will put my experience to work for you:

• Lower gas prices by negotiating with area oil refineries.

• Lower healthcare costs from medical manufacturers and drug companies.

• Negotiate lower rents for mobile homes.

• Save taxpayers' money by posting daily all city finances to the Web.

• Bring a citizen-owned NFL team to Carson, with dividends for residents.

• Create a Walkway along Dominguez Channel, including restaurants, hotels and shops.

• Combat crime by increasing police patrols.

• Lower prices for school textbooks from educational publishers.

For more information, see mozena.com

I care about you and your goals.

I will work for you heart and soul.

A vote for me is a vote for you.

If I win, we all win.

Free Concerts?
Would you like to hear the Grammy-winning musician Carlos Santana in concert for free?

No, you don't need to call up a radio station and try to win some free tickets.

If you move or you live adjacent to the open-air Home Depot Center in Carson, CA, you can hear not only Santana but any performer or any other noisy event that takes place there for free.

But why should the residents have to put up with that?

At a recent City of Carson Council meeting, Mayor Jim Dear said he had visited the Colony Cove mobile home park during a Santana concert at the open-air Home Depot Center, and he realized that nearby residents regularly get blasted with music or other noise generated from the events at the Center.

In fact, anyone living in a home, condo, apartment, or mobile home, around the Center, or operating a business there, becomes a victim of this oppressive noise.

So what can be done to solve the problem?

Dear said, arrange a meeting. No meeting is needed.

Here are some possible solutions.

First, the residents could move. But the cost to the residents would be enormous. And why should they move? They were there first.

Alternatively, you could buy the nearby residents ear plugs. That's a cheap way out for the City of Carson.

You could also build noise reduction walls like on the 91, 110 and 405 freeways around the perimeter of the Center and/or its parking lot, but the walls would only send the sound waves to another neighborhood.

So I say, for the good of the residents, dome the Home Depot. In fact, the residents surrounding the Center could start a crusade for themselves: Dome the Home.

Then the residents will have peace and quiet even when there is some big event at the Center, whether it's a music concert or sporting event.

The Home Depot owner has deep pockets, but the residents do not. Putting a dome over the Center would help the many, and not allow the few to ride roughshod over their rights.

Here is another thought to reduce traffic noise and congestion around the Center.

Build new on and off ramps off the 405 freeway to the Kay Calas Bridge adjacent to Main Street on Del Amo. Build a big parking lot on the vacant land there and then establish a shuttle service to take Home Depot Center spectators to their events.

This will create happy residents at no inconvenience to the Center.

Finally, there will be peace and quiet but, alas, no more free concerts.

New Movie Drive-In Theaters with BBQ Pits and . . .?
Dear Movie Theater Owners: 

I’m a business owner who successfully moved my business to Carson, California, several years ago. This was one of the smartest decisions I have made. Carson provides a great environment for many different types of business, and I am writing to suggest that you consider locating one of your movie theaters in this flourishing city.

At the moment there is no movie theater in Carson, even though this is a substantial city with a population of more than 90,000. The nearest movie theater is in Rolling Hills, southwest of the city—a 30-minute drive from where I live.

I know I speak for thousands of Carsonites who would much prefer not to have to drive out of town to see the latest movies.

Carson is an ideal location for an entertainment business, and it is hard to imagine why it has been overlooked for so long. The city is about 16 miles south of downtown Los Angeles, in the region known as the South Bay.

You could team up with the owners of the South Bay Pavilion Mall and put a theater there or nearby. That would produce a nearly constant stream of potential movie-goers.

Alternatively, there are large parcels of land available in other areas in Carson. For maximum exposure, a multiplex could be located just off the 405, 91 and 110 freeways, all of which pass through the city.

In fact, near the 405 freeway is the new Calas Bridge, aka Del Amo Street, which has lots of vacant land adjacent to the Dominguez Channel and Golf Course. This entire area is ripe for development.

There is enough land available there to put up a multiplex drive-in theater as well, using car stereos for the movie sound system. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to draw families back to that old and well-loved American tradition? It will be quite new to the kids, and likely to prove an irresistible attraction. 

An upscale drive-in theater would give parents of young children, such as myself, a chance to take their kids to the movies and not have to worry about whether they would disturb others by crying in the dark, or whether the loudspeakers would hurt their young ears. 

The possibilities for the return of the drive-in seem limitless: there could be barbecue pits, hookups and tables next to the parking spaces, almost like a camping site at the new upscale drive-in for RVs, SUVs and conventional cars. Play areas could be created especially for the children just like McDonald's, and a video game arcade and a concession stand like ChuckECheese’s would also be profitable additions.

As far as my interest in the matter is concerned, I’m active in community affairs and I ran for political office in Carson in March. I hope to be a member of the City Council by this November. I want to see the city grow and prosper, so I’m alert to its needs and its potential. We really need to develop the range of entertainment available here. No American city of this size should be without its own movie theater. 

I strongly suggest you give Carson a look and include it in your development plans. Please feel free to contact me if you need any more information.

Just Smoke and Mirrors?
Carson is a mirror of our country. 

As in Washington D.C., where the political system is broken, so too in Carson. Nothing ever gets fixed properly. 

Nationally, our educational system is terrible. Graduates can't write or do basic math. They don't know who was our first President and can't even find the U.S. on a world map. 

As in our country, so in Carson. 

Our tax system is unfair, and government abounds in waste, fraud and corruption. 

As in Washington, so in Carson. 

In the U.S legal and justice system, criminals win and victims lose, so too in Carson.

Politicians promise reform. But they don't deliver. 

As in Washington, so in Carson. 

We need someone who has the backbone, knowledge and ideas to create real change and real reform.

I am that man. 

I will change things for the better. 

I promise to work hard and give you and our neighbors the best representation for the betterment of Carson. 

But I need your help. 

Please vote for me for Carson Council and ask your family and friends to vote for me as well. 

Together, we will make our country better, especially in Carson.

Greasing the Palms of these Political Skunks?
Is the City of Carson stealing candidates' campaign signs in Carson?

It appears that someone, or a group of individuals, in the city is removing candidate signs all around the City of Carson.

They also appear to be manipulating the State of California's Caltrans into removing candidates' signs as well.

Who is doing this, and why? It didn't happen like this last time. 

When I ran for Mayor of Carson in March, my signs, placed in numerous locations, were left up for the duration of the campaign. In many cities, counties and states across this country, it is customary for political signs to be left up until shortly after the election.

Now, only seven months later, when I'm running for the Council, my signs are being taken down in droves. At first I thought this was maybe a personal attack on me because whoever is doing this didn't like my innovative idea of showing me, my wife and our baby on my political sign.

But it turns out that I'm not the only one being targeted. I have spoken to several other candidates who are equally offended and angry by the removal of their signs. These signs cost money. 

Though it is not unusual for some signs to disappear during the course of a campaign, in fact, to that end, I have stockpiled signs, this current outbreak of sign-stealing is far worse than normal: it's an all-out assault on all candidates for Carson Council.

I told the other candidates that I had taken to placing gear grease and animal repellant around my signs to stop oily and stinky politicians from taking them down. My version of greasing the palms of these political skunks. In any case, in some places, this has worked.

Is the removal of signs politically motivated? It seems so. The current Carson Council couldn't agree on an appointment to the 4-month unexpired councilmember term of now-mayor of Carson, so they had to call this special election. Now are we witnessing an abuse of power by city officials designed to affect the outcome of this Carson election?

Moreover, the timing of the removal is also questionable because it coincides with the start of absentee voting, that is, voting by mail before the official day of the election.

Is the city stooping this low, or authorizing someone else to do so? Why? Who benefits? Are all the candidates being treated equally?

Has the City changed the rules in the middle of the game because they don't like the way the election is shaping up?

Who or what are they scared of?

Perhaps they don't like my campaign because it is all about helping ordinary folks rather than greasing the pockets of oily politicians. 

For example, if elected, I'd help my fellow Carsonites by negotiating with local Carson oil refineries for lower gas prices here in Carson. This might involve fueling up right on the refinery grounds or making special arrangements with local Carson gasoline stations. Another idea of mine is for a citizen-owned NFL team from which Carson residents would receive annual dividends, instead of one billionaire hogging all the profit for himself.

Perhaps they fear most my proposal to post all city finances to the Internet every day, so all the citizens can see what is being done with taxpayers' money. See postthefinances.com

I call on anyone who has removed candidate signs to re-post them or return them to the respective candidates.

There should be no dirty tricks in Carson politics.

This is why we need real reform in our city government. This is an issue that should concern all Carsonites, not just those running for office. 

Our country is supposed to be a democracy, and the posting of political signs is a long-established American tradition. 

People running for office have a right to get their names out there for the voting public to see. They are exercising their freedom of speech.

Dictators always fear the people. Their power rests in keeping the citizenry down. 

Are the leaders of our city government acting like petty dictators?

If so, it's time for the people to elect someone who will stand up for their rights, and I am that man.

A vote for me is a vote for you. If I win, we truly all win. See mozena.com

Amateur Hour In Carson, California
It's amateur hour in Carson again.

Once again, we have a Mayor and a Council who demonstrate no creativity.

The politicians on the Carson Council, who know nothing about business, have fallen prey to a large shopping mall developer and a huge $10.5 billion home developer.

This is a disaster for Carson.

It seems that our Mayor and our Councilmembers are more interested in becoming millionaire politicians than in helping Carson and its residents.

They are out to reward the few, not the many, Carsonites.

Where are the smaller, local shopping mall and home developers in the Council's plans?

Where are the African-American-owned, or Filipino-owned, Latino-owned, Samoan-owned, or White-owned Carson developers?

Let's first give the opportunity to Carsonites, not out-of-town multi-million and billionaire businesses.

Just as one example, the food court could represent the great ethnic diversity of Carson in the mega-mall. 

For instance, let's make sure that Carson businesses such as Latino-owned Diana's Mexican Restaurant, African-American-owned M & M Soul Food, and Filipino-owned Manila Lechon's are represented. These are great, local restaurants. This is much better than having out-of-town outlets like Panda Express or Chick Fil A.

We also need to make room in the mall for Carson start-ups. Let's reward those local folks who want to start a retail business here. Let's help them realize the American Dream of owning their own business.

When our Councilmembers rush off to Las Vegas for a convention with retailers, they are forgetting the multitude of talented entrepreneurs and would-be entrepreneurs here in Carson.

There are African-American, Filipino, Latino , Samoan, and White-owned businesses here.

Why do we have to go to Vegas conventions to find national retailers for our shopping malls, rather than being innovative and using Carsonites?

Let's put Carson first, not last.

Do we have to go outside of Carson to find a developer for the new mega mall?

No.

Do we have to go outside of Carson to have someone develop 1,000 new homes?

No.

We need a mall for Carsonites, owned and run by Carsonites. We have all the resources we need right here. We just have to tap into them.

If we had a Council that focused on the many, not on the few, on Carson residents and businesses, not out-of-town developers, we might have more success.

We need to keep money in Carson, not send it elsewhere. We need to develop local millionaires, not line the pockets of the already rich.

I urge all Carsonites who have an interest in living in the new housing development to take an active role in the planning. We need homes that people can enjoy living in, with large lots and wide sidewalks, so that families can walk side-by-side. We need bike paths to encourage people to take exercise and get out and about.

Homes are for the people who live in them, not for the profits of out-of-town housing developers, who are likely to create sardine-type homes on tiny lots.

We must apply these principles to the new mall, too.

Let's create a beautiful place that people will enjoy visiting, not just because of what they can buy or eat there, but because the whole environment is attractive. There needs to be a park within the mall, with swings and jungle gyms for the kids, and walking and biking facilities for all ages. It should be a central open-air park where everyone can relax while visiting the mall.

And let's allow the business owners to own their stores within the mall, so they can get the appreciation on the commercial property. Then they can later sell the property and the business at a profit when they decide to move on.

Ask yourself, is this Mayor and Council looking after your interests and those of your fellow Carsonites?

I don't think it is. 

I have no confidence in the current Mayor and Council to do what is right for Carson, as opposed to what is right for themselves.

Let's demand that these professional politicians show us they are not amateurs when it comes to helping the people they represent.

Lowering Medical, Surgical and Prescription Drug Costs
My senior citizen neighbors complain to me about the high costs of medicine, especially if you are living on a fixed income. I also learn a lot from my 81-year-old mother about the needs of seniors. I can help lower these high medical costs. 

I feel your pain, and I can help alleviate it. I can help lower prescription and medical supply costs for seniors, the disabled and those on fixed incomes. 

Look at my experience. While politicians talk about lowering costs, I have practical experience of having done it. I know how to do it. Do you want someone to lower your medical and prescriptions costs?

I'm that man.

So often in politics you either get a teacher or a lawyer who has virtually no experience in any other profession.

In the field of medicine, both on the supply side as well as patient care, I have an incredible amount of experience.

I entered the field as a youngster of 10, actually younger, at my father's physician and hospital supply company. I put together what we called Care Sets, which were the admission kits for hospitals and nursing homes: wash basin, emesis basin, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb, and so forth.

In fact, I got experience in virtually every facet of the business: cleaning toilets, shipping and receiving, picking orders, stocking shelves, typing invoices, purchasing, quoting governmental bids such as V.A. and G.S.A. contracts, selling medical and surgical supplies. Upon my father's death, I managed the Seattle branch of the company, and a year later, I found a buyer and sold the Portland, OR, and Seattle company. Our company was both wholesale and retail. In fact, in retail, we dealt with M.D.A. and M.S. contracts, to name just a couple.

An important part of government is bids. I learned not only quoting but how to get price protections from the manufacturers. I have dealt with many of these manufacturers for years. In fact, I will bring some of the manufacturers to Carson to create jobs.

Moreover, I took a medical career class as a part of my education at Monroe High School where I learned not only theoretical knowledge in anatomy and medical terminology, I also got practical experience on medical equipment and supplies, from how to use a steam autoclave to inserting a catheter.

Beyond this, I had a summer internship, which turned into a job, working for the State of Oregon's Health Science Center in their Lab Stores, in their Hospital Accounting and Purchasing Department, where I learned the workings of the governmental accounting and purchasing system.

Moreover, after I sold the company, I made a bold move and got a job working for the leading hospital supply company, American Hospital Supply, at its corporate headquarters in Chicago, now named Colonial Healthcare and based in Ohio. Subsequently, I moved to Boston, where I worked for Daly Drug and Supply. At the same time, I was learning to develop a national medical company in each region of the country.

I then went back and finished college as a full-time student.

After this I moved to Los Angeles, where I got a job within a week at FoxMeyer Hospital Supply, where my territory covered hospitals like California Hospital and White Memorial in Los Angeles, and hospitals in the San Fernando Valley. With much success and the award of the large hospital contract, V.H.A., I was asked to move to Phoenix, Arizona, to help service the new contract there.

Later, I would work for Bay Area Surgical and Stuart's Drug and Supply in San Francisco, capping off my supply experience in the field.

My knowledge is extensive, on everything from enemas to aspirin and bedpans to surgical procedure packs.

Then I had the opportunity to work for two of my brothers who were physicians. I worked from front office to back office, learning billing systems for everything from Medicare to Blue Cross.

Given all this experience, I pledge to my fellow Americans that I will do everything I can to lower medical costs, establish better medical facilities for everyone, especially senior citizens and the disabled. 

Shopping Mall Business Condos
America is the land of opportunity. Or is it?

Can the majority really pull themselves up by their bootstraps, own their own business, and become rich?

Can they really realize the America Dream?

Or do the rich get richer and the poor get poorer?

I have an idea for one way in which this trend might be reversed.

Many downtowns have erased the small mom and pop businesses and have replaced them with mega shopping malls and large box warehouse stores like Wal-Mart, K-Mart, and Target.

How can we spread the wealth to the average American, the average mom and pop businesses?

Most shopping malls only lease their property, and they even require the retail stores to pay a portion of their gross income to the shopping mall owner/management as a part of the lease agreement. The result is that not only does the mall get the lease monies but also grabs a percentage of the revenue of the leased business.

My suggestion is to create a new idea of Shopping Mall Business Condos where business owners can buy and sell the retail store within the mega mall. This will stabilize the small mom and pop businesses and allow them to prosper.

Initially, cities could legislate that a certain percentage of the mega mall would be reserved for small local mom and pop business stores. There can be a sunset clause in this, and SBA loans could be made available for the purpose of helping the mom and pop businesses buy these new business condos.

This way, the net worth of the retailer would be increased not only through the value of the business, but also through the enhanced value of the property, since it is situated in the mall. In turn, in time, the equity of the property could be used to inject more money into the business for inventory or fixing up the interior of the store.

In turn, the shopping mall landowner wins with its Shopping Mall Condo Conversion program.

Similarly, the new shopping mall condo business/retailers would set up a Shopping Mall Association to handle the grounds issues, just as a neighborhood association does.

This will spread the wealth.

Locally, Carson leaders are hot to trot to develop a new mega mall. Maybe they should first solicit small business owners from Carson, and help them become wealthier by giving them the opportunity to own a retail store as a part of new Shopping Mall Condos.

This will be a start toward the goal of making the many rich, not just the few.

To Companies that Manufacture Accounting Software

I would like to inform you of an emerging need and opportunity in the field of accounting software used by city, county, state and federal governments.

The city of Carson, California, is about to approve a feasibility study to post all its finances daily to the Web. This is in response to the idea that I developed as a private citizen and am actively promoting throughout California.

See www.postthefinances.com

The idea of posting all government finances daily to government Web sites will promote fiscal honesty at all levels of government and give ordinary citizens an unprecedented degree of oversight of their elected officials. Carson is the first city to adopt this idea, and there will soon be many more.

Here is what is needed: an accounting software program that will complement whatever such programs are currently used by government at all levels.

The program would need to have the ability to take interactive accounting information and convert it to static information in the form of a simple checkbook register that could be uploaded with a couple of keystrokes to any and all governmental web sites. The purpose would be to show clearly every penny received and every penny spent.

The program would need to create a "money trail" for citizens to navigate their way through governmental Web sites and see all the daily revenues and expenditures of the city, county, state, and federal government.

It would also need to archive revenues and expenditures for previous days, in such a way that each day’s finances can be easily accessed, like an online newspaper archive.

The program needs to be simple and graphically pleasing, so any non-specialist computer user can access the fiscal data quickly. It could maybe even have in the upper corner of the checkbook register the yearly budget allotted to the specific department, and the total expenditure so far that year, and, any other add bells and whistles features you may wish to add to the program such as search functions.

Let me emphasize again that Carson, California, is the first city to consider this kind of "post the finances" model. It can act as a template for other cities and states to follow.

City officials in Carson have been responsive to my proposal because several recent bribery scandals have damaged the reputation of the city. They see "post the finances" as a way of restoring citizens‚ confidence and trust in government.

Since this is also a big issue in the entire state of California at the moment, the chances are good that other California cities and counties, and the state government as well, will be open to adopting "Post the Finances."

The Post the Finances initiative that I am proposing aims to put the issue on the ballot in California in November, 2004. I have little doubt that voters will approve it, and then the rush will be on.

I therefore anticipate that there will soon be a large demand for the kind of software I have outlined here.

Once the idea fully catches on, I expect it to sweep the country, since honesty in government is an issue that is not likely to go away in the foreseeable future.

It is only a matter of time before "post the finances" is adopted at all levels of

government, local, state and federal. And all these government entities will need to purchase the software necessary to implement the mandate they have received.

I hope you will agree that this is an exciting possibility that offers your company the chance to develop a new range of accounting software.

I warmly invite you to contact me to discuss this project in more detail as well as Carson’s Council member Jim Dear at Carson’s City Hall in California.

An Open Letter to the Residents of Carson from Carson City Council Candidate Steve Mozena

Dear Fellow Carsonite:

Do you want more of the same in Carson government?

Or do you want a Councilman who dares to be different and will get things done which will improve your quality of life?

Vote the same and you'll get the same bleak result. Vote for me and you will see genuine reform-real change for the better.

I am the only candidate in this race who has the 20+ years of business experience in healthcare, entertainment, media, education and food service that we need on the Council. I can stop unscrupulous developers and businessmen running roughshod over the current council members and other candidates who only have teaching and government experience. I own my own business and know how to attract more business to Carson. For example, I have spoken to Outback Steakhouse CEO Tom Shannon who wants to move here, as does Red Lobster.

It is a shame how Carson politics operates. There is a lack of honesty here. If you knew how the city interferes with even my campaign signs, you'd be shocked and disappointed. I want to change that culture and bring honest government to the city. Integrity matters.

I want to post all City finances to the Internet every day so you, the taxpayer, can see what is being done with your money.

I will open up the entire city government for all Carsonites in ways never seen in our city, state or nation. I will post all the city bids, legal documents and settlements to the Internet to create "open door," honest government.

I will help the residents of Carson in any way that I can. I will not leave my heart behind when I take up public office.

I am for the proverbial "little guy and gal," and I have no fear in dealing with people in positions of privilege. I believe in justice and fairness, and I will fight for it. I will say and do what I think is right.

I will work for the good of everyone in the community, not just those who have financial or political clout. For instance, I know there are some slumlords who run mobile parks. I want to get a better deal for those residents and make sure the landlords stop exploiting their tenants.

I'm the diversity candidate. I'm white, a son of Italian and Irish immigrants. My wife is Filipina, born in the Philippines. My business is staffed by Latinos; my best friend of 8+ years is African-American. I appreciate all cultures. Carson's ethnic diversity is one of our strengths.

As a councilman, I will be a voice for those who are hurting, an advocate for the disadvantaged.

I know the pain and struggle of life, just as you do. I know your hopes and dreams, for they are my hopes and dreams too.

I believe that city government can make a difference in your life for the good. Here's what I'll do for you:

• All Carson City finances posted daily to the Internet. This is simple. All government finances are in electronic format and all city departments have websites.

 • Connect all law enforcement crime computers, including FBI, state, county and Carson police departments to help catch all criminals in Carson.

 • Take DNA sample from all convicted criminals and DNA samples of all newborns to create a central database to help locate lost or abducted children and adults.

• Year-round schooling from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to help kids and working and single parents and to thwart gang activities in the Carson schools. Increase teacher pay 3-fold.

• Lower gas prices in Carson from area oil refineries. I have already spoken with representatives from BP Refinery, Shell and ConocoPhillips about it.

• Lower medical supplies and drug costs from manufacturers. I can accomplish this due to my years of experience as owner, manager, and salesman in the hospital, physician and nursing home fields.

• A Water Walkway along Dominguez Channel with restaurants, hotels and shops. With my food service experience combined with my entrepreneurial skills, I can accomplish this.

Read about me in the Voter's Pamphlet or visit my website at mozena.com

I am a visionary, family man, and a man of all the people, bringing fresh and exciting new ideas to dramatically improve the quality of life in Carson.

If I win, we ALL win.

Please keep this letter and bring it with you to your Voting Place to remind you to vote for me, Steve Mozena for Carson City Council on March 8, 2005.

# # #

1. What qualifies you for election to Carson City Council?

I am a successful businessman in the field of educational publishing, with more than 15 years‚ experience; in fact, I work with many Professors at CSUDH. I was a pioneer in the use of Internet technology for educational publishing. I also have many years of experience in the field of medical supply and patient care, and years of experience in the food service industry. Since I moved here, I have taken an active interest in Carson affairs. I have presented my concerns about various issues to the City Council, including my concern over environmental pollution. Before I moved here, I was a community activist in Venice Beach, where I took the initiative in many improvement projects and dealt successfully with the Los Angeles City Council and Los Angeles County officials. I want to put all that experience to work for the benefit of all Carson residents.

2. What are Carson's most pressing issues and how will you deal with them?

First, the overriding issue for a city that has a history of corruption is honesty and accountability in financial affairs. I advocate posting all Carson City finances to the Internet on a daily basis. This will eliminate waste and corruption. There will be no more bribes or kickbacks or other shady dealings with taxpayer money. Every cent will be accounted for and will be there for all to see on the City Website.

Second, the rising costs of all aspects of healthcare. With my years of experience in the medical field, I can help by lowering the costs of medical supplies for items such as Walkers and Quad Canes from manufacturers like Guardian and E.F. Brewer. I can also help to reduce drug costs. This will greatly help seniors, the disabled and those on low or fixed incomes.

Third, crime and safety, we can improve safety in Carson by increasing police funding and establishing at least twice daily patrolling of all neighborhoods. We should connect Carson's Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department crime computers with those of all other law enforcement agencies. Also, I would like to see a show produced on Carson's local cable channel entitled "Carson's Most Wanted Criminals," with the format resembling that of "America's Most Wanted." I believe it could have a dramatic effect in cutting crime in this area. These are issues I have long been concerned about. At one time I contemplated a career in law enforcement. I successfully undertook initial training to become a police officer with L.A.P.D. and passed both written and oral tests.

Fourth, we need a City Council that can work together. At the moment it is split into two warring factions. Recently two council members walked out of a meeting because they could not reach an agreement. I will use my influence to bridge these differences, end the petty squabbling and get city business moving again.

3. What programs or initiatives do you plan to initiate while on the City Council?

I will work to lower gas prices for Carson residents from local oil refineries like ARCO and Shell. This might involve fueling up right on the refinery grounds or making special arrangements with local Carson gasoline stations.

I will also revitalize the business environment in a way that benefits all residents. I have a plan for developing the Dominguez Channel with a water walkway, shops, restaurants, and hotels. Over the last four months I have been in correspondence with many CEOs of hotels, movie theaters, and restaurants, pointing out to them the benefits of locating in Carson. Wendy‚s is building here because of my input. Outback Steakhouse and Red Lobster also want to locate here. I will continue my efforts to bring more jobs to Carson by assisting established businesses and attracting new ones.

I will lobby to bring a citizen-owned NFL team to Carson. This will produce annual dividends for city residents.

I also want to lower healthcare costs from medical manufacturers and drug companies, negotiate lower rents for mobile homes and parks, and combat crime by increasing police patrols.

4. What role does integrity play in your campaign and how will that translate to your service if elected?

Personal integrity is of the highest importance to me. I live my life to a high standard of ethics and I will bring these standards to my service on the council. My policy is zero tolerance for unethical behavior wherever it may appear.  I want to post all City finances to the Internet for maximum transparency and accountability. I also advocate posting all bids, awards and legal settlements. This will root out favoritism.

5. What will you do to ensure Carson is not squeezed out of resources for its services coming from the county, state and federal government?

First, we can make huge progress financially simply by getting our own house in order and using our resources wisely and well. That will be my first priority. However, I will also be an aggressive advocate for the financial needs of the City. Whenever necessary, I will contact all levels of government to ensure that Carson receives the funds it needs just like I have contacted the top 100 U.S. Mayors and all the U.S. Governors, suggesting many ideas about better government like my Post the Finances idea. See postthefinances.com.  I will work closely with City staff to fully exploit all sources of current funding and create new sources as well.

6. What can Carson's citizens do to better the city?

First, it’s important to participate. Make sure you get out and vote. Also, volunteer in a cause that interests you. In day-to-day affairs, hold the City to high standards. If there is a problem, get involved in it and help to create a solution. If necessary, make your views known to the City Council. It is your government and it is there to help you. I promise to deal quickly and efficiently with any problems or concerns city residents bring to me.

For more details, see my website at mozena.com

A vote for me, Steve Mozena, is a vote for you!

If I, Steve Mozena, win, you win too!

Outback Steakhouse Coming to Carson? 

Thomas J. Shannon, Jr., President

T-Bird Restaurant Group, Inc.

Dear Thomas J. Shannon, Jr.:

Thank you for your quick response, dated June 4, 2004, to my letter suggesting that you consider locating an Outback Steakhouse in Carson, California.

You stated that you have been negotiating for some time in the Mall area; however, you have not been able to satisfy your location and/or economic needs with the developer.

Despite that, there are several spots off both the Avalon and Carson Blvds. exits from I-405. These are near the South Bay Pavilion Mall as well as the Dominguez Channel. These locations would give maximum exposure for tourists as well as business traffic, with restaurant signage positioned adjacent to the I-405 freeway. You may also consider vacant properties off the 91 freeway, near the new Home Depot Center, home of the Los Angeles Galaxy soccer team, which is adjacent to the California State University -  Dominguez Hills campus.

Beyond this, I'd like to talk to you about the Venice Beach area along Lincoln Blvd., between the cities of Santa Monica and Playa Del Rey.

I believe this area is ripe for your type of restaurant because there are no steakhouses in the area. Additionally, Santa Monica draws people from the total Westside area; Venice of course is famous for the funky Beach area, and there are mega-housing and office developments going on in Playa Del Rey near Loyola Marymount University, near Marina Del Rey.

Venice and the surrounding area continue to develop economically, and I believe that an Outback Steakhouse there would be a great investment.

I'd like to meet up with you or your staff to show you Carson, Venice and the neighboring localities.

Financial Integrity in Local Building Projects

Dear Fellow Carsonite:

I’m pleased that Carson’s Veterans Park complex has finally been repaired and upgraded (Daily Breeze, April 23). However, I am concerned about the cost. $6.1 million is a lot of taxpayer money.

Councilwoman Kay Calas reports that when the original structure was built in 1990, there were 400 Change Orders that ballooned the cost from $6 million to $9 million. What she doesn’t mention is how many "Change Orders" there were in the recent repairs. Some 

change orders may be inevitable on large construction projects. But I am concerned about the possibilities for abuse.

Many contractors know how to make money by overcharging the government. Government is an easy target because officials tend to be more lax with other people’s money than with their own. And what if the contractor happens to be a friend of one of the public officials involved?

Just to give one example of how abuse might work: say a contract is awarded to a low bid. An unscrupulous contractor then begins to pad his bottom line profit margin by means of "Change Orders," along with a payback to the politician of his choice.

All this comes at the expense of the taxpayer.

Don’t think this doesn’t happen. We’ve already seen too much of it in Carson over recent years. What’s the solution? It’s simple. Post to the Carson city Website all bids and awards, along with any "Change Orders."

In the present case, that would give us all the opportunity to examine exactly how that $6.1 million was spent and whether anyone made unethical profit from it. Also post the same information regarding the $2.2 million pool at Hemingway Park, which apparently will be finished in summer 2005.

We must stop any "Friends of the Mayor or Councilmember" type of contracts going through, either now or in the future.
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