Chapter 11

Fighting Terrorism: 

From the Homeland to Iraq
A Security Gateway as a Super Detector to Prevent Terrorism?
I was intrigued to read and hear that the Port of Los Angeles has acquired scanning devices that can detect radiation emanating from cargo containers. This will stop terrorists smuggling nuclear materials into the country.

I wonder if this technology might be expanded and extended so that it could create a security gateway, like an agricultural check point or several tolls booth with a canopy over them, to be used at airport entrances, subway stations, bus stations, train stations, theme parks, sports stadiums or even over major freeways as vehicles pass under it.

Also, would it be possible to develop some kind of Super Detector that would detect not only radiation but the presence of explosive devices or harmful chemical or biological agents? 

I mean like a giant CAT scan or MRI, but for vehicles. 

It would need to be something that would be capable of distinguishing between different kinds of metal objects, including guns or bombs, and sounding the alarm about anything suspicious. 

Moreover, this detector could also check under the undercarriage of the vehicle for bombs.

What I have in mind is a kind of one-stop Super Detector that could screen not only the vehicles but the people in it as well.

A Super Detector at airport gateway entrances would mean an end to long security lines.

You would already be checked in even before you leave your car, so would your luggage and everything in the car.

Video cameras could record all the faces of motorists and passengers as they approach, go under and leave the gateway and snap photos of the license plates. It would be similar to existing technology in which cameras take photos of motorists who run red lights and this enables the police to issue a ticket.

License plates could be recorded, too, and easily run for instant electronic verification of the validity of the plate by the DMV.

Then our airports would not have to resemble fortresses like they do today. 

We will be able to move around in them more freely and enjoy them the way we used to. 

Wouldn't it be nice to actually kiss your loved ones good-bye as they board the plane or greet them with a kiss and flowers as they arrive at the gate, like we were able to do before 9/11?

A network of Super Detectors across the nation's Interstate system would also add to national security.

The idea of a Super Detector may sound futuristic, but the future always begins today. It seems like we have all the necessary technology to make this happen. 

So, how about it: inventors, engineers, security equipment manufacturers and the ilk? 

Let's think in terms of next-generation technology for the solving of this problem of terrorism.

After all, cars, planes, computers, microwaves, cell phones and so forth, were once only ideas in the minds of their inventors.

In other words, if we can imagine it, we can do it.

And it sure would be a good way of using our tax dollars.

Let's solve the challenge of terrorism with creativity and once again enjoy our quality of life without the fear of terrorism lurking in our backyard.

Brainwashed Bombers?
The Power of the Press and Propaganda

Though the word propaganda usually has a negative connotation, it's time we started using it to deter suicide terrorists in this country before rather than after they act.

TV broadcasts are mandated by FCC rules to serve the public interest. This is the time to do it.

Otherwise, now that home-grown Muslim suicide bombers have made their grisly mark on England, can it be long before the same thing happens over here?

What can we do to stop young Americans who happen also to be Muslims getting infected with this deadly virus, this cancer called suicide bombing?

I encourage all American Muslim leaders, as their British counterparts appear to be doing, to come out and say forcefully that such acts are not in accordance with Islam.

I hope they will say that Islam does not condone murder of innocents or acts of suicide. No heaven awaits those who commit indiscriminate slaughter, and those who claim otherwise preach a false doctrine.

Perhaps our Muslim leaders could run television, radio and newspaper ads aimed at young Muslims. Perhaps they could say something like this:

Life is given by God, and God never commands anyone to take his own life in any cause whatsoever. No Muslim should bring death prematurely to himself or to others. To do is an offense in the sight of God.

Slaughter of the innocent is a sin. It always was and always will be, and the taking of one's own life is a repudiation of the life that God gave you. No good can come from such an act of rebellion.

Human life on earth is short. Make the most of it for yourself and your fellow human beings. Enjoy life and all it offers. Enjoy its pleasures and endure its sorrows. Celebrate the milestones of life, such as marriage and birth, with your family and friends. Do not listen to the siren song of those who would destroy you and others in the name of serving Islam. They do not speak the truth. 

When in 1994 a Jewish-American Israeli settler named Baruch Goldstein murdered 29 Muslims in Hebron as they prayed, the Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin denounced such acts and those who perpetrated them. His words were unequivocal. “We spit you out,” he said with great feeling.

The Muslim community in Britain must to do the same. And American Muslim leaders must do everything they can to divert their young people from the course of disaster that suicide bombers bring to themselves and their communities.

I call on all television executives to work with Muslim leaders to create Public Service Announcements (PSA's) aimed at those young, impressionable would-be suicide bombers before their minds are captured by older, fanatical individuals with the power to do harm by creating these brainwashed bombers.

Let these young people hear from their own cultural and religious leaders that no political cause is worth the loss of their young life. No political cause is sufficient to deprive them of the chance to marry and raise children, to do all the things that a family man takes rightful pleasure in.

It's time we used television not for just cheap entertainment but for the public good.

Fourth of July: Dependence Day?
This year the Fourth of July should be renamed: Dependence Day.

In the aftermath of September 11, we are coming to depend almost completely on our federal and state officials for our sense of security. What a shame!

Some fearmongers among the media and politicians threaten to make us a nation of paranoid people on Prozac.

Our government has cried wolf so many times it's hard to believe that any terrorist attack is inevitable.

State and federal officials recently told us that those who live in close proximity to the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station in San Clemente, CA, might have to pop Orange Pills to prevent the after-effects of radiation.

The media informed us that terrorists on a boat loaded with weapons were sailing for Catalina Island and the California Coast. Supposedly, we faced our own small-scale D-Day.

Enough is enough.

Helping us to stay alert is one thing. But destroying the economic lives of citizens is quite another. Is it right to alarm people and drive away tourists from places like San Clemente and Catalina without knowing for sure whether the information is solid?

Much of the recent Homeland Security paranoia seems to be just another way to tax us and make us more dependent.

The tragedy of September 11 has made Americans vulnerable not only to terrorists, but also to those who want our carte-blanche approval for government-spending programs, especially those connected with Homeland Security.

Now, more than ever, each level of government must be accountable to those who elect and fund it.

All federal, state, county, and local government expenditures and revenues should be posted daily to the Web in order to thwart waste and prevent a stew of corruption from bubbling away on the backburner, out of sight.

I have spearheaded an initiative to post all California State finances to the World Wide Web.

Let's all work together to stop the fear mongering and ensure governmental accountability.

Here are some things that you can do:

1. Call or e-mail your local media outlets. Tell them that you want the facts, not sensational rumors.

2. Contact your representatives. Urge them to work to keep the nation safe from needless fear as well as from terrorism.

3. Encourage your representatives to promote fiscal accountability by legislating the posting of all income and expenditures to the World Wide Web.

Over two centuries ago, our nation fought another war against tyranny. Let us honor the memory of the Founders by ensuring that in waging this battle against terror we do not renounce our freedom from fear and our right to accountability from our elected officials.

War Is an Ugly Hell! 
War is an Ugly Hell! 

We are fighting terrorists who have no respect for life. We cannot fight by the old rules anymore.

We won the right to call this nation the United States by using guerilla warfare tactics during the Revolutionary War.

As for the British, they were still proper, marching in formation, fighting a gentlemen's war in the old style.

They lost. We must not lose.

Which means that we must not be squeamish about the tactics we use to win.

At the moment, I’m seeing too much whining over the prison photographs fiasco.

I do not want to see our GIs, both men and women, who risk their lives to be out there in Iraq, being court-martialed and going to prison for what they did to Iraqi prisoners.

What should horrify us is not what we do to our prisoners, but what their associates outside the prison may do to us if we do not extract the information and intelligence we need to fight this war.

But we must also have the wisdom to recognize when we should pull out of one field of operations. The war on terrorism is larger than the war in Iraq.

We have done what we set out to do. We have removed Saddam Hussein, the evil dictator. We have killed his two sons, so that family can never return to torment the Iraqi people.

Our exit strategy should be simple. 

Once the handover of power is made to the Iraqis on June 30, we should get out of that country, come hell or high water.

Let the Iraqis fix their own country. We have done enough.

Japanese Kamikazes vs. Islamic Terrorists?
As our soldiers die every day in Iraq, where is the clear and decisive action that will protect them?

The Japanese hostages were released because the Japanese government said any harm inflicted on them would be unforgivable. The terrorists listened. They knew the Japanese meant what they said. Perhaps they knew their World War II history. The Japanese had their Kamikaze suicide bombers long before today’s Islamic terrorists were even born. They believed it was an honorable thing to die for their country, just as today‚s Islamic terrorists want to die for their faith.

We need to show the same kind of backbone and take the ruthless action that is necessary to bring order to Iraq. We need to impose our will on those who are trying to disrupt our efforts at rebuilding that country. We did this in Japan after World War II. We hanged the war criminals, we imposed a new Constitution on the country, we occupied it for five years. And Japan was the better for it.

We must show a similar kind of resolution now. By all means involve the UN in devising a transitional government for Iraq, but remember that diplomacy does not work when you are dealing with religious fanatics. You have to be prepared to act decisively, with whatever level of force that is required. Only then, when the militants are cowed, will we be able to demonstrate to the Iraqi people that we are genuinely on their side. We want them to live in freedom and we have to show them we are serious about it.

But we must be ruthless in destroying opposition, and we must impose our will on the defeated remnants of Saddam Hussein’s regime. Over fifty years ago, President Harry S. Truman showed he had the guts to lead in the cause of freedom. 

Will our present-day leaders match his example, or will compromise and retreat be the order of the day?

A Valentine's Day Gift for 9/11 Victims?
As we approach St. Valentine’s Day, a time during the year when we appreciate our loved ones in our life, we would do well to remember all those special loved ones who perished on September 11th. 

Hollywood has its Walk of Fame, celebrating the stars of the big and small screens, as well as those of the concert hall. With its more than 2,500 stars, the Walk of Fame gives people a chance to connect with their favorite actors and singers. For example, every year adoring fans place flowers on the star of John Lennon, a noble gesture, to be sure. 

However, shouldn’t the more than 2,800 victims of the September 11th attack occupy a more prominent place in our minds than entertainers and celebrities do? Don’t these unsung heroes deserve a “Walk of Remembrance?” 

Although Americans are still engaged in mourning and clearing the debris from the site of the World Trade Center, we should begin to consider how best to honor and memorialize the victims of the worst terrorist attack in American history.

One way in which we can proceed is to create a Memorial Park and name it either the “United We Stand Park” or the “Heroes of Ground Zero Park” at the site of the World Trade Center. Along the “Walk of Remembrance” threading its way through the park would be bronze, life-size statues of all victims from New York, Washington D.C., and Pennsylvania of this second day that will live in infamy. Like the USS Arizona monument, which honors the sailors and marines who lost their lives at Pearl Harbor in 1941, the Park will provide a memorial to the victims of a treacherous attack against the United States. 

The Memorial Park’s statues, each designed according to suggestions from the victim’s family and accompanied by a plaque giving a personal history, would help us to keep in the forefront of our minds and for our posterity of those who perished in that fateful day of September.

In addition to the statues of victims, the Park would feature a bronze sculpture of an American family of four. In place of a face, each figure in the group would have a mirror. Thus, people would be reminded—by the “Peace Family”—that they themselves easily could have been victims of terrorism. Visitors from around the nation and the world will remember that terrorism affects each of us and that we are all responsible for working to end it forever. 

Although the Vietnam War Memorial in Washington, DC, and the “Empty Chair” monument to the victims of the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995 are both beautiful, the tragedy of September 11th was of such mammoth proportions that we need to be reminded not only of mere names and numbers but of the fragility of human life. More than 2,800 people—2,800 loving, creative, energetic human beings—simply disappeared from the planet in a heartbeat. 

Statues commemorating each of these souls or, as the writer George Orwell characterized humans, each of these “worlds‚” will ensure that they do not disappear from our hearts and from our minds not only this Valentine’s Day but forever and a day. 

Leaders such as Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, and Thomas Jefferson have had their images preserved for posterity. Moreover, celebrities such as Tom Hanks, Tom Cruise, and Marilyn Monroe have stars on the Walk of Fame. 

In a democracy in which all citizens are equal, the victims of September 11th deserve their own special “Walk of Remembrance” and their families and friends deserve this special Valentine’s Day gift. 
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