Chapter 17

Hollywood: 

The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

Hollywood Hypocrites?
I hope I win an Oscar. I could really use even more power, prestige and money.

But I wish I felt better about myself. I don't know why I seek all this attention and adulation from others. I seem to crave it. Sometimes I think it's just because I'm seeking the approval of others.

Was I not loved by Mom and Dad enough? Did I not do well enough in school?

What drives me? Since I want to be liked, I have to be like a chameleon. I'll take on whatever form that helps me to be a part of the Hollywood elite.

It's a pity I have a couple of charitable functions to attend before Sunday's ceremony. I really don't have time. But if I cut them out, I know I'll feel guilty.

Actually, I feel guilty anyway. Maybe that's just because of my insecurities, wondering whether I'm good enough to be in Hollywood and have these friends.

But feeling guilty doesn't seem to alter my behavior. 

I know I say don't drill for oil in the Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, but I love my Lear Jet and my Cadillac Escalade and would hate it if anyone suggested that I was greedy for oil and should downsize.

I know I say I sympathize with the plight of the homeless, but there's no way I'd ever let a homeless person live in my mansion, even though it's full of empty rooms. They might make a mess, and many of them have a problem with personal hygiene. I mean, to put it bluntly, they stink.

I know I say don't execute people on death row, but my family is protected from crime because we send our children to private schools, hire bodyguards and install great alarm systems.

Hollywood hypocrites?

I think there is such a species of entertainer, although of course not everyone is like that.

But I get the feeling that once you become an A-list Hollywood star it becomes important to espouse liberal views to offset the fact you are guilt-ridden about your own wealth, your ostentatious consumption of luxuries that the ordinary person can only dream about.

But much of this liberal guilt is hot air. It doesn't really change anything.

Take the homeless, for example. Homelessness became a real social problem in the 1980s, and remains so today. Hollywood stars have spoken up about it. Robin Williams, Whoopi Goldberg and Billy Crystal organized the program, Comic Relief. But truly, where did all the donations go? Did it really help the homeless? It doesn't seem so.

Just take a look at the downtown streets of the City of Los Angeles, right in the backyard of Hollywood's elite. You'll see many homeless people there, just trying to survive from day to day. Where was the follow-up to Comic Relief? It seems as if homelessness isn't the flavor of the month charity anymore. But if you are going to take up a cause, you have to hang in there for the long haul.

As Hollywood rolls out the red carpet on Sunday for the Academy Awards, I think of that old witticism, a conservative is a liberal who has been mugged. Hollywood stars live in a cocoon that protects them from the dangers that others face. I think this is what makes them so liberal on issues concerning the criminal justice system.

Perhaps if, God forbid, Barbara Streisand or Mike Farrell were to be mugged or have a family member murdered, you might see some rapid changes in Hollywood attitudes about how to treat felons or convicted killers.

As we listen to the speeches this weekend of the rich, successful and famous, let's remember that what matters is not how many charity events Hollywood stars attend in a blaze of publicity and glory. 

As far as issues of social justice are concerned, actions speak louder than words. 

It's deeds that count, not photo-ops. 

Is the Actor George Clooney More Popular than Jesus Christ?

It's a long time since John Lennon claimed that the Beatles were more popular than Jesus, but today I'm wondering if it's the actor George Clooney who is more popular than the founder of Christianity. 

Judging from the current media buzz, on Oscar night he may well be, at least in Hollywood and to his fans.

Like Lennon and like Warren Beatty, the liberal Clooney has become a political activist in his own right over the past several years.

But how will conservative Christians react to Clooney's success, should it happen? 

After all, Good Night, and Good Luck, the movie which he directed and co-starred in, carries a strong liberal message about the role of the press and the preservation of individual rights. It almost seems like it was made as a direct swipe at the Bush administration.

Conservatives have long complained that Hollywood is dominated by the left and is also anti-Christian. 

Some of the other films in the running for awards on Oscar night seem to confirm this. Brokeback Mountain is a sympathetic portrayal of a love affair between two young cowboys in Wyoming in the 1960s. Capote is about the homosexual writer, Truman Capote.

Jon Stewart, who will be hosting the Academy Awards ceremony this year, is a dyed in the wool liberal, as anyone who watches The Daily Show will know.

But that doesn't necessarily mean Hollywood is anti-Christian. Look at some of the Catholics who have succeeded in Hollywood.

George Clooney, for example, was raised a strict Irish Catholic, although it may be that his politics is now more important to him than his religion, and Mel Gibson is extremely conservative in his Catholic faith.

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Steve Mozena, Sylvester Stallone, director Martin Scorsese, director Francis Ford Coppola, Joe Pesci and Robert De Niro are all Catholics, and make no secret of it.

What we don't see, however, is Protestants making much of an impact in Hollywood, as Protestants.

And yet the Protestant denominations in this country are more numerous than Catholics or Jews, another group that is often said to dominate Hollywood.

So, what can be done to get fairer representation for them in the movie capital of the world?

The Protestants should band together and purchase one of the major Hollywood studios like Universal, Disney, Warner Bros., Sony, or 20th Century Fox.

People like the Reverends Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, Joel Osteen and Robert Schuller, Jr. should call upon their fellow Protestants to purchase a major Hollywood studio and maybe even a television mainstream network to create and distribute their own family-oriented films.

Then conservative Christians can stop complaining that Hollywood is against them and acquire an influence in American media that is commensurate with their political clout. It was the conservative Christians, after all, who helped to get President Bush reelected in 2004.

I have no doubt that the majority of Americans would welcome a Hollywood studio that produces films that reflect the religious values of Protestant America.

Disney has made wonderful animated family films over the years and now it's time for Protestant Christian America to buy a studio and roll out both family films and animated family films.

Then we might soon witness an Oscar winner thanking not only the Reverend Jerry Falwell or some other Protestant Pastor, for making it all possible but also . . . Jesus Christ!

Protestants Buy Major Hollywood Studio? Jesus Christ, Movie Star?
We hear a lot about how the conservative Christians helped to get President Bush elected for a second term in 2004. We also hear their very vocal complaints about the kind of entertainment served up by Hollywood.

Now that the Oscars are approaching, no doubt we will hear more conservatives grumbling about how Hollywood is anti-Christian and dominated by the left.

I'm not sure they're right. 

True, Jon Stewart, who will be hosting the Academy Awards ceremony this year, is a dyed in the wool liberal, as anyone who watches The Daily Show will know.

But look at some of the Catholics who have succeeded in Hollywood. 

Mel Gibson, for example, is extremely conservative in his Catholic faith. Arnold Schwarzenegger, Steve Mozena, Sylvester Stallone, director Martin Scorsese, director Francis Ford Coppola, Joe Pesci and Robert De Niro are all Catholics, and make no secret of it.

What we don't see, however, is Protestants making much of an impact in Hollywood, as Protestants. 

And yet the Protestant denominations in this country are more numerous than Catholics or Jews, another group that is often said to dominate Hollywood.

So, what can be done to get fairer representation for them in the movie capital of the world?

The Protestants should band together and purchase one of the major Hollywood studios like Universal, Disney, Warner Bros., Sony, or 20th Century Fox. 

People like the Reverends Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell, Pat Robertson, Joel Osteen and Robert Schuller, Jr. should call upon their fellow Protestants to purchase a major Hollywood studio and maybe even a television mainstream network to create and distribute their own family-oriented films.

Then conservative Christians can stop complaining that Hollywood is against them and acquire an influence in American media that is commensurate with their political clout.

I have no doubt that the majority of Americans would welcome a Hollywood studio that produces films that reflect the religious values of Protestant America. 

Disney has made wonderful animated family films over the years and now it's time for Protestant Christian America to buy a studio and roll out both family films and animated family films.

Then we might soon witness an Oscar winner thanking not only the Reverend Jerry Falwell or some other Protestant Pastor, for making it all possible but also . . . Jesus Christ!

Who Runs Hollywood?
Every spring the entertainment magazine, Premiere, publishes a list of the 100 most powerful people in Hollywood.

It’s always interesting to see who rises and falls off the list, but I'd like to propose a new twist.

Who really runs Hollywood?

Rumors about the true power in Hollywood have been circulating for years, periodically riling the public. 

Why has no entertainment journalist sunk his or her teeth into this topic? 

Someone should reveal once and for all the fact or fiction behind the rumors.

I challenge the entertainment media to research who runs Hollywood, who shapes what we hear or see. 

Those who control the media control the masses, or so it has been historically. 

At the very least, it would make an intriguing and probably surprising story. 

If the media doesn't rise to the challenge, I’ll distribute the information for FREE on my web site.

Rumors have speculated on the name, position, educational level, ethnicity, race, religion, age, sexual orientation, birthplace, and more of the powers that run Hollywood. 

How do the demographics of our country according to the U.S. Census compare to the Hollywood elite? 

For instance, what cross-section of our society is represented by the top ten in the following categories?

Chairs and/or CEOs of entertainment corps., like Viacom

Chairs and/or CEOs of movie studios, like Warner Bros. Studios.

Chairs and/or CEOs of TV networks, like NBC

Chairs and/or CEOs of radio networks, like Disney/ABC

Chairs and/or CEOs of book publishing corps., like Simon & Schuster

Chairs and/or CEOs of magazine publishing corps., like Time-Life

Chairs and/or CEOs of newspaper publishing corps., like the L.A. Times

Chairs and/or CEOs of record corps., like Sony Records

Directors, like Steven Spielberg

Film producers, like Brian Grazer

TV producers, like Aaron Spelling

Film Actors, like Tom Hanks

Film Actresses, like Meg Ryan

Screenwriters, like Michael Crichton

TV writers, like Michael Weithorn

National Radio Hosts, like Howard Stern

National TV Talk Show Hosts, like Oprah Winfrey

I'll be watching for the outcome.

To Hollywood Studios: Pitches of Scripts and Concepts

Everyone is looking to produce a sure-fire concept script. Take just five minutes to review this memo and you may be rewarded with a 100 million dollar movie blockbuster!

Warner Bros. Studios reviewed a super set of these concepts and called a week later. Does the Studio want to produce one of the movies?

"Second Chance" - A daughter, mother and grandmother get a second chance at love and life. The young single lady, a secondhand shop owner, finds the love of her life in the swing dance scene. She is estranged from her mother, but the widowed grandmother lives vicariously through her granddaughter's newfound love of swing. The grandmother gets a second chance at love since the passing of her husband and a second chance to win the trophy with a swing dance contest. The mother gets a second chance with daughter.

"E-Bomb" - Computers get the upper hand on humans and wage a technology war. Is it a person or is it a computer? The young person in the Philippines created the Love Bug E-Bomb. Could someone make it worse?

"Airshow" - Terrorists take over strategically located U.S. Air Museums, commandeer aircraft and weapons to hold America hostage.

"The Kid in the Candy Store" - An out-of-work disc jockey loses his job and ends up homeless until he finds a job living in a college sorority. Based on my true-life experience. 

"The Ball" - An evil plot to bomb New York's Times Square on New Year’s Eve. When the ball drops, the bomb drops.

"Clean Sweep" - An enraged pastor launches a cross-country trek to rid America of its ills.

"Superfriends the Movie" - A human adventure of the Superfriend Heroes based on the old Superfriends cartoon. Superman, Aquaman, Wonder Woman, Batman and Robin, maybe, even Flash, etc.

"The Secret Code" - A lone journalist's quest to uncover the secret code of corrupt megacorporations in the United States.

"Wannabe" - An aspiring actor who becomes a celebrity serial killer.

"What's Your Sign?" - An astrologer who uses the zodiac to choose his prey.

"The Final War" or "The Final Solution" - A war involving biological and chemical weapons threatens  to wipe out humanity. Will anyone survive this final war?

"Human Milkshake" - A lab assistant wants to create the perfect world with no discrimination.

Aren't these great ideas? Take a chance on success—and make a 100 million dollar movie blockbuster!

For movie-goers nationally and worldwide, select which Steve Mozena pitch/script you would like to see as a movie.
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