Chapter 4

Gas Prices: 

How to Beat the Price-Gougers
L.A. In Slick Oil?

Why does the L.A. broadcast media always buy into oil price hikes? Are they a bunch of chumps?

For instance, just like now, why does the price rise every year right before the summer tourist season? Couldn't the oil companies anticipate and compensate for the increased demand after so many years of experience? 

How much is a barrel of crude oil? Do the math! I wish the media would research the cost of oil production to figure out the actual cost of a gallon of gasoline. The media would be a lot slower to buy into the oil companies' P.R. schemes if they knew the truth. Don't forget volume discounts!

I'm a businessman and I'd love the media to report that prices were soaring in my field of work every year. Think of the profits I'd make. The L.A. media could do a lot more good by publishing the locations of the cheapest gas in the city. On my suggestion, a radio talk show host did just that to combat rising oil prices a few years ago. It certainly increased competition!

In any event, let's break down the barriers of entry and ask the U.S. government if it can help us start an oil company!

Telephone companies and TV/cable stations, you're next on the list!

A-Dollar-a-Gallon-of-Gas?

The letter below appeared in the Chicago Sun-Times Letters to the Editor on November 1, 2005. See suntimes.com/output/letters/cst-edt-vox01a.html

Plastics, says Mr. McGuire tersely to young Benjamin, actor Dustin Hoffman, in the 1960s movie, The Graduate. He meant that plastics would be a profitable industry for Benjamin to get involved in.

He was right, but for the long-suffering American consumer, for profitable, read expensive.

Paying more for plastic is yet one more effect of today's rising oil prices.

Not everyone realizes it, but oil and gas gets converted to petrochemicals, which are used to make plastics.

When you get to the supermarket checkout, your cart is loaded up with plastic, and it's not only in the packaging or the plastic bags they give you for carrying the stuff.

It takes a cup of crude oil to make the plastic for one disposable diaper. Ball-point pens, sunglasses, crayons, toothbrushes, deodorant, nail polish, tennis shoes and lipstick are all made from petrochemicals.

Watch them go up in price.

Paints, carpets, and many fabrics such as canvas are based on oil.

They will be going up in price, too.

So it's not just at the pump that higher oil prices are hurting you. Medical and hospital supplies are going to cost more.

Hearing aids, bandages, artificial limbs, heart valves, contact lenses, bedpans, emesis basins, and many medications are derived from petroleum.

All this is in addition to the higher prices people will have to pay for taxis, buses and airplanes, not to mention higher home heating bills.

It is especially hard on the elderly and those on low incomes.

Will the all-round higher prices lead to a recession? I don't know, but I do see many empty storefront in strip malls, and I won't be surprised to see more.

Our leaders are failing us, from President Bush down to local politicians. Thanks for nothing.

I wish someone would listen to my proposals for lowering gas prices.

I also wish we had honest politicians who really cared about the financial plight of the many.

But that's like wishing for dollar-a-gallon gas. Politicians like to look after themselves and the corporations that help them get elected.

Meanwhile, the bills for ordinary folk just go up and up and up.

Fedex Kinko's Charges $1.00 Per Copy Because of Forest Fires in California?
I'm sure I'm not alone in being extremely suspicious about the lightning speed at which gas prices soar as soon as any crisis hits. First it was the war in Iraq, then Hurricane Katrina. 

Now we're told to expect more price rises as a result of Hurricane Rita.

This is price-gouging, and it's about time it was stopped. 

The oil companies have taken advantage of us during the war on terrorism, the war in Iraq and now in these states of emergency due to Katrina and Rita.

Let's draw a parallel. What if Fedex Kinko's decided to increase its prices to $1.00 per copy because of forest fires in California?

I have no confidence in the probe into price-gouging announced by the Federal Trade Commission on September 21. 

Unfortunately, the Bush-appointed head of the FTC is a former ChevronTexaco lawyer.

Expect a whitewash, not the truth.

Bush should have appointed an independent commission into the matter. But no, he wants to protect the record profits of the oil industry.

And look at those profits! This year, ExxonMobil, Chevron, and ConocoPhillips announced record second-quarter profits of $7.6 billion, $3.7 billion, and $3.1 billion, respectively. And that's only quarterly!

We have to take action. I suggest another approach than the tame FTC probe. I call on the 50 State Attorneys General to take up the matter and sue the oil companies, Chevron, ExxonMobil, Shell, and ConocoPhillips.

Twenty-eight states, as well as the District of Columbia, have price-gouging law on the books. Other states have consumer protection laws that can be applied.

In Florida, for example, merchants are prohibited from charging an unconscionable price for essential goods and services during an emergency.

The Attorneys General need to show some guts in this matter. Let them show they are on the side of the people, not the profiteering oil companies.

When are we going to have a U.S. Attorney General like Robert F. Kennedy that really cares about the people? It's time to rein in the oil companies through use of antitrust laws, which make collusion over prices illegal.

Americans are not fools. 

We know what is happening. If the federal government will not act honestly, then the states should step in.

It's time that those in positions of power in this country used their power to help the many, not the few.

Mr. President, Whose Side Are You On?
These rising gas prices are ridiculous! They're at record levels again. Yet the oil companies continue to make record profits. How long will it continue?

Economists know the oil and gas industry is driven by the OPEC cartel and the big oil companies. Maybe we should call it an oilopoly.

These oil and gas prices have nothing to do with America's free market forces or Adam Smith's concept of laissez faire.

I'm fed up with politicians who talk about lowering energy costs but do nothing to achieve it. This latest energy bill is too full of pork to advance the interests of all Americans. Where were our future saviors and presidential candidates like Senator Hillary Clinton or Senator John McCain? Why don't they speak out on these issues?

Once again I call for posting of all government finances to the Internet, so the public can see how Congress spends our money. See postthefinances.com 

Too many expensive, unnecessary taxpayer-funded projects go to the districts that happen to have powerful Congressmen to lobby for them.

I also call on President Bush to use his executive power and impose a price freeze on gas. 

Let's take the heat off the American people. Gas prices are hurting us all. 

In fact, if Wal-Mart can roll back its prices because of demand and volume of business, so can the oil industry, if it is truly driven by market forces, and for the same reasons. 

Just as there is competition between retail giants like Wal-Mart and K-Mart, so in a genuine free market there should be similar competition between the oil companies-resulting in lower prices. 

At nearly $3 a gallon in many places, many people are working just to earn money for gas . . . which they need in order to get to work. It's becoming a vicious circle.

Americans are a resilient people, but many families can only take so much strain on their budgets, and winter is just around the corner. For those seniors and families who depend on oil for home heating, it's going to be disastrous.

I fear that some people may not be able to pay their rent or heating bills because of all the extra money they are paying out now on gas just to get to work. Do we want to see families tossed out on the street?

We need new leaders in America who care about the many, not just the few. The energy bill takes care of the oil companies but offers nothing to lower gas prices or reduce our dependence on foreign oil.

It's time for a change.

With mid-term elections only just over a year away, let's make reduction of energy costs our top priority. I suggest that all Americans ask their elected leaders the direct question every day until we get an honest answer, What are you doing to lower gas prices?

If they don't give a satisfactory answer, vote them out of office.

In the meantime, we must keep up the pressure on President Bush, who with his father knows the oil industry as well as anyone, to put the interests of the American people before those of the oil companies.

Big Oil already has enough; it's the American people who have too little.

Really, whose side are you on, Mr. President, the few or the many?

Declaring Gas Wars: The New Generation this Memorial Day Weekend
To My Friends:

“The buck stops here!” said former President Harry Truman.

But as the summer driving season kicks off this Memorial Day weekend, the bucks are flowing into the tanks and banks of the oil companies—and that's where they stop.

It shouldn't be this way. The bucks should remain in the wallets of the American motorists.

A buck for a gallon of gas should be our slogan.

Yes, $1.00 per gallon for gas!

Why not?

It's no more unrealistic than the way gas prices have been climbing over the past couple of years.

Would anyone have thought a year ago that the price of gas would now be more than $2.00 per gallon?

The oil companies are making a whale load of profit. ConocoPhillips, for example, announced that its profits for the first quarter of 2005 jumped 80 percent, making a whopping $2.91 billion in profit.

It's time we gave them an excise tax. This Memorial Day Weekend gas prices must begin to fall as summer begins, not rise as they usually do.

No more lies and profiteering. It's our turn in this Economic Fight and we're firing back.

Let's show the oil companies we refuse to let them make record profits at our expense.

Call it The Return of the King, because in America, the consumer is king. It is we who hold the power of the purse, and I call on all consumers to use that power this summer and begin this new generation of Gas Wars with the oil companies.

I call on all motorists to boycott for the entire summer all the gas stations under the corporate ConocoPhillips umbrella: 76, Conoco and 66 Phillips. Let's do this from Memorial Day to Labor Day, and then exercise our option to continue if we do not get the results we want.

The boycott can be systematically extended, at different intervals, to all the major oil companies until we get our price of $1.00 per gallon.

I call on everyone to spread the word via word of mouth, email, web forums, blogs and so forth.

Just as former President Harry “Give 'em Hell” Truman dropped the atomic bomb in 1945, so we today should use our Economic Boycott Bomb to stop the oil companies from profiteering in this new generation of the Gas Wars. We'll give 'em hell, too.

Memorial Day Weekend is a great time to start this.

As we remember the fallen military men and women, let's remember also the freedom they died for, which includes the financial freedom not to be exploited by voracious, profiteering, monopolistic oil corporations.

We don't fight wars involving our sons and daughters to enrich mega-oil corporations. We fight wars for freedom, including financial freedom.

We will not only celebrate Memorial Day for our fallen soldiers, but honor them by fighting the forces of the oil companies who try to compromise our freedom and our way of life for us, our children and future generations by gouging us at the pump.

Today, we declare a new generation of Gas Wars, beginning Memorial Day Weekend by boycotting ConocoPhillips.

We may have lost the battles in the past, but we will win this Gas War!

Truly, the bucks stop here for the oil corporations.

Spread the word.

A Plan to Lower Gas Prices 

Do you ever feel you've been had?

ConocoPhillips just announced that its profits for the first quarter of 2005 jumped 80 percent. Income jumped from $1.62 billion to $2.91 billion.

Excuse me? 

Ordinary Americans, like me, are paying outrageous prices for gas all over the country, and Big Oil is reaping an 80 percent profit?

Something is wrong here, and we should demand a solution.

But President Bush says there is nothing he can do about gas prices.

Mr. President, that's not an answer that will satisfy the American public.

It's time the citizens of this country demand the government step in and either regulate, take over or break up the oil companies.

The price of gas should be frozen. No more record profits for the big oil companies.

If oil companies become government-run, all their finances should be posted to the Internet. Then we would all be able to ensure they are not cheating the American public. See postthefinances.com

But the oil companies are not the only problem here. There is also the specter of OPEC.

Was I the only one to be astonished at the sight of President Bush kissing each cheek of Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, and then holding his hand as they made their way into the Western White House in Texas?

Are President Bush and the Saudis in a business bed together?

Let's see: Bush has an MBA from Harvard and was taught to maximize profit for the stockholders. His father, former President Bush, knows the oil business inside out.

But who are they working for? I'd hate to think Michael Moore's film, Fahrenheit 911, had some truth to it.

But the events of 9/11 cast a long shadow.

On that terrible day, nearly 3,000 Americans lost their lives in a terrorist attack that temporarily brought our nation to its knees. The majority of the 19 hijackers were citizens of Saudi Arabia. 

Over the past a couple of years, nearly 300 million Americans have suffered financially from what I have termed Economic Terrorism perpetrated by the Saudi government.

It only costs pennies to generate a gallon of crude oil, so why are we charged more than $50.00 a barrel?

OPEC. It's not supply and demand in a world economy. OPEC is a greedy cartel that manipulates the price of oil to suit its own interests.

This needs to stop.

No more slick-oil spin. No more lies.

President Bush must tell these oil-producing countries that the United States is not going to be bullied into paying outrageous prices for crude oil.

We believe in free enterprise, not in monopolistic cartels that deliberately drive prices up.

In the meantime, if no one is stepping up to the plate to help us, we must help ourselves.
I propose a number of plans to lower gas prices that U.S. residents and businesses might consider.

• Plan A: Vacant gas stations across the country could be converted to United States (U.S.) Gas Clubs. The federal government could purchase or lease the lots. These U.S. Gas Stations could charge a couple of pennies a gallon above cost, making mega-profit on volume. Each federal Gas Station would post its income and expenditures daily to the Internet. See postthefinances.com

• Plan B: The major oil refineries, such as ARCO, BP Refinery, ChevronTexaco, ConocoPhillips and Shell, would establish gas stations on their refinery lots. It would be good public relations for them, and other incentives could be established. United States residents and business owners would be able to purchase on the site just like Costco does with gas for its members.

• Plan C: The U.S. President, Congress, State Governors and State Legislatures work directly with the oil refineries and gas station owners to lower gas prices for their U.S. residents and business owners. If this doesn't work, we need our politicians to show some backbone and declare a freeze on gas prices.

• Plan D: Federal, State, and Local Governments could create or encourage entrepreneurs to create a Gas Delivery Service. Deliver gas to homes and businesses. In many areas, oil is the main source of home heating, and trucks pump oil into the tank at the home. Under this plan, people could have gas delivered and pumped into their cars at their homes or businesses. This would be great for seniors and handicapped drivers. All finances would be posted daily to the Internet. This would eliminate the middleman of the gas station by sole-proprietary-type entrepreneurs with gas trucks who could, rather than delivering the gas to the stations with a markup, deliver it direct to consumer at wholesale prices.

• Plan E: Establish gas stations on all Indian Reservations adjacent to their casinos, and repeal all federal, state taxes and any sales tax charged on gasoline on reservations. Let's be consistent about this. In the past, many Native Americans made income from cigarettes or alcohol on their reservations because they were not required to charge any tax. Repealing gas taxes on all Indian reservations would make gas cheaper in those places. Truly, if we give reservations sovereign nation status, we need to be consistent. The loss of tax income for the federal government as well as the states would force them to spend our tax money more wisely. Again, it's important to post all the finances of any U.S. governmental excise tax to the Internet.

• Plan F: People who call themselves environmentalists should act in a way consistent with their beliefs. They should stop using all forms of fossil fuel: the gas for their cars and the oil for their home heating. Yes, this means giving up their vehicles. Instead, they should ride bikes or use mass transit, and push for establishing bike paths along all streets in their communities, including freeways. Moreover, 6-foot plus wide sidewalks should be created, to enable everyone to walk to local stores and even to their places of work.

In the spirit of former President Teddy Roosevelt, who knew how to deal with oil companies, I, as an American, say, Mr. President, there is something we can do to lower gas prices and I've given you a number of options.

Will you, President Bush, demonstrate leadership on this issue, or will we continue to be the obedient puppets of Big Oil, compliant politicians, and the political pawns of ruthless Saudi profiteering sheiks?

If, Mr. President, you cannot show leadership on this tough issue, it is time to step down.

Summer Sunburn by Gas Prices
As we approach Memorial Day, gas prices are still outrageous.

But let's put the profiteering oil companies on notice.

We, the American consumers, refuse to get burned at the gas pump anymore, especially during this upcoming summer driving season.

Recently, President Bush said he can't wave a magic wand and lower gas prices.

It just doesn't work that way, he said.

Oh, really?

We need a can-do president not a can't-do one.

President Bush should talk to Donald Trump.

Now there's a can-do guy.

You don't become a billionaire, lose it all, and become a billionaire again without the business acumen of a genius.

And you know what?

At a recent seminar I attended, I heard Trump say things I think the American public would love to hear the president say.

Trump said he wouldn't be kissing and holding hands with the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia.

He would tell him, Look, you wouldn't exist if it wasn't for us. Lower the price of oil or see your kingdom evaporate into a democracy.

Now that's some real talking!

Basically, Trump said he'd twist the Sheik's arm behind his back rather than hold it.

Americans know that in any business, customers are king, because they have the power to make or break the business. 

The Saudi royalty may call themselves kings and princes, but they are not in as strong a position as they think they are.

It is we who have the political and economic clout.

How long would that royal kingdom of Saudi Arabia last if we were to withdraw our support?

We should say to the Saudis, lower oil prices, or else . . . let them figure out what that would mean to them.

We also need some Trump-like plain speaking with the oil companies.

ConocoPhillips just announced that its profits for the first quarter of 2005 jumped 80 percent. Income jumped from $1.62 billion to $2.91 billion.

It's time we told the oil companies that we are not going to permit them to make record profits at our expense.

We have families to feed and mortgages to pay. We can't afford to pay $40-50 just to fill up our gas tanks.

Starting now, all U.S. residents should boycott ConocoPhillips and get their gas elsewhere.

Let ConocoPhillips sweat out the financial heat of the summer rather than the American public.

Let Big Oil know what it's like to get financially burned.

Now and through Labor Day in September, all Americans should boycott ConocoPhillips.

That means don't buy gas or any products from 76, Conoco, and Phillips 66 gas stations for the entire summer.

Everyone should remember that we are not powerless in this situation.

We may not have a magic wand, but we do have a big economic-political baseball bat. And, it's time we starting swinging it.

Are you listening, Mr. President?

This summer we may get sunburned at the beach, but we're determined not to get financially burned at the gas pump.

Not this summer or ever, ever again.

Superhero Lawyer Wanted
Up, up and away they go: Gas prices.

A 20-cent increase over the past several weeks in cities across the United States, and we're warned of more to come. 

Why? 

The oil companies trot out their usual excuses. This time, they say, higher prices are due to war talk over Iraq. If that's what talk does, what will happen to gas prices when the first bombs fall on Baghdad?

I don't buy this excuse. Nor do Sen. Charles Schumer of New York and Florida Attorney General Charlie Crist, who are calling for an investigation by the Federal Trade Commission into unfair business practices in the oil industry.

Don't hold your breath. What American citizens need is a superhero with the intestinal fortitude to take on the oil companies for what appears to be price gouging and wartime profiteering.

High gas prices are hitting American citizens hard. Have you calculated what a 20-plus-cent increase adds to the cost of a tank of gas per week, per month and per year?

For the working poor who must drive to work, it can make the difference between surviving and going bankrupt. Do we want families with children filling up tanks but forced to leave stomachs empty, just because of corporate greed?

And what about the elderly and disabled on fixed incomes who cannot insulate themselves against outrageous gas prices? Two dollars a gallon and counting? The economy is bad now. Watch the economic fallout among those least able to defend themselves. 

Meanwhile, oil company profits continue to hit record levels. 

War profiteering is illegal and cheats the American public. It's no better than looting a grocery or department store window after a Los Angeles earthquake, Florida hurricane or Iowa flood.

Last year saw a rash of corporate financial scandals, and in recent years Big Tobacco has had to pay for its exploitative practices.

Isn't it time that Big Oil: Exxon-Mobil, Chevron-Texaco, BP Amoco- Arco, and Conoco-Phillips did the same, if this wartime profiteering charge can be proved?

I issue this challenge to any gutsy, crusading lawyer who will step forward and bring a class-action lawsuit against the Big Five on behalf of the long-suffering American public.

Where is that superhero attorney who will enter the legal ring on our behalf and put an end to this latest example of corporate corruption and greed? 

OPEC's Economic Terrorism
On 9/11, nearly 3,000 Americans lost their lives in a terrorist attack that temporarily brought our nation to its knees. The majority of the 19 hijackers were citizens of Saudi Arabia.

Over the past a couple of years, nearly 300 million Americans have suffered financially from Economic Terrorism perpetrated largely by the Saudi government.

It only costs pennies to generate a gallon of crude oil, so why are we charged more than $50.00 a barrel?

OPEC. It's not supply and demand in a world economy. OPEC is a greedy cartel that manipulates the price of oil to suit its own interests.

This needs to stop. 

We need President George W. Bush and his father, former President George Walker Bush, both of whom understand the oil industry, to put an end to this Economic Terrorism.

They must tell these oil-producing countries that the United States is not going to be bullied into paying outrageous prices for crude oil.

We believe in free enterprise, not in monopolistic cartels that deliberately drive prices up.

In the meantime, if no one is stepping up to the plate to help us, we must help ourselves by acting statewide.

We have 21 oil refineries in the state, located in the San Francisco Bay area, Los Angeles area and the Central Valley.

I propose a number of plans to lower gas prices that residents and businesses in these areas might consider.

If Costco can lower gas prices for consumers, it's time to think of something similar.

• Plan A: Vacant gas stations in California cities could be converted to a State Gas Club. The State could purchase or lease the lots. These State Gas Stations could charge a couple of pennies a gallon above cost, making profit on volume. Each State Gas Station would post its income and expenditures daily to the Internet.

• Plan B: The major oil refineries, such as ARCO, BP Refinery, ConocoPhillips and Shell, would establish gas stations on their refinery lots. It would be good public relations for them, and other incentives could be established. State residents and business owners would be able to purchase on the site just like Costco does with gas for its members.

• Plan C: Governor Schwarzenegger and the California Legislature to work with the state oil refineries in California and California gas station owners to lower gas prices for State of California's residents and business owners.

• Plan D: Create a California State Gas Delivery Service. Deliver gas to homes and businesses. In many areas, oil is the main source of home heating, and trucks pump oil into the tank at the home. Under this plan, people could have gas delivered and pumped into their cars at their homes or businesses. This would be great for seniors and handicapped drivers. All finances would be posted daily to the Internet, which could also be done by sole-proprietary-type entrepreneurs with gas trucks, since they would not have the overhead of the costly gas stations.

• Plan E: Establish gas stations on all Indian Reservations adjacent to their casinos, and repeal all state taxes charged on gasoline on reservations. Let's be consistent about this. In the past, many Native Americans made income from cigarettes or alcohol on their reservations because they were not required to charge any tax. Repealing gas taxes would bring California into line with states such as New York, for example, where gas is cheaper on Indian reservations. Truly, if we give reservations sovereign nation status, we need to be consistent. The loss of tax income for the state of California would force the state to spend our tax money more wisely, filling potholes and re-paving worn roads rather than wasting it on expensive, ugly projects like soundproofing walls on freeways. Again, it's important to post all the finances of the State Gas taxes to the Internet.

Now we really need a People Politician to act on one or more of these ideas, or even come up with a better one. 

Will it be Governor Schwarzenegger who will take the lead and bring some relief to Californians?

An Open Letter to Rev. Jesse Jackson 
Dear Reverend Jackson:

I saw in the press that you had met with Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez. I am wondering if you discussed Chavez's offer of half price for crude oil for America's poor communities.

I want to suggest to you that you press Chavez to lower oil prices for certain refineries in the U.S. He made the offer, so let's assume he is a man of his word.

I see this as a great opportunity to help America's poor of all races. We are being held to ransom as gas prices just keep going up.

You could partner with others to create a new gas station chain and call it the Rainbow Gas Station and base the refineries in Mexico. It would provide cheaper gas in low-income areas. This would also draw income from surrounding areas, as the more affluent would come to the area to get gas and related services.

Maybe you could even employ some of the people from the South who have been displaced by Hurricane Katrina at these Jackson refineries and Rainbow gas stations.

If a Jackson company bought a refinery or refineries in Mexico, it would help smooth over the bad feelings that followed insensitive comments about African-Americans made by Mexican President Vicente Fox. You and Fox could help poor Mexicans, maybe even leading to a reduction in illegal immigration from Mexico to America. So you would be helping the poor of two nations by providing jobs in the Jackson refineries.

Here's my plan:

1. Purchase one or several refineries in America and/or Mexico.

2. Buy dormant/abandoned gas stations. There are many of these in the poorer areas.

3. Establish these gas stations in lower economic areas such as: Harlem, the South side of Chicago, and South Central Los Angeles just to name three.

4. Sell gas at approximately $1.50 per gallon for the communities.

I believe you can become the economic savior of poor blacks, Latinos, and whites of America by holding Chavez to his promise of crude oil at half price.

This is a doable plan that helps the many rather than the few. There will be a pot a gold for you at the end of this “Rainbow” and also for all those who help the dream of Rainbow Gas Stations and oil refineries become a reality.

Will Rev. Jesse Jackson Be the Savior of the Poor?
Will Rev. Jesse Jackson be the savior of the poor?

Recently Jackson met with Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez. Did they discuss Chavez's offer to sell crude oil at half price for America's poor communities? Or was this just another photo op for Jesse?

Jackson could do some real good if he pressed Chavez to lower oil prices for certain refineries in the U.S.

Jackson could partner with other successful African-Americans, such as his son, Jesse Jackson, Jr., Oprah Winfrey, Morgan Freeman, Denzel Washington, Bill Cosby, Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson, the Reverend Al Sharpton and others. They could combine their business acumen to create a new gas station chain and call it the Rainbow Gas Station and base the refineries in Mexico.

Maybe they could even employ some of people from the South who have been displaced by Hurricane Katrina at these Jackson refineries and Rainbow gas stations.

If a Jackson company bought a refinery or refineries in Mexico, it would help smooth over the bad feelings that followed insensitive comments about African-Americans made by Mexican President Vicente Fox. Both Fox and Jackson could help poor Mexicans, maybe even leading to a reduction in illegal immigration from Mexico to America. So Jackson would be helping the poor of two nations by providing jobs in the Jackson refineries.

So often in the past, Jackson has been more flash than substance.

But now he has the opportunity to do some real good and help to set up cheaper gas in low income areas. This would also draw income from surrounding areas as the more affluent would come to the area to get gas and related services.

Instead of being hounded about his questionable tax situation with his Rainbow Coalition organization by Fox TV commentator Bill O'Reilly, as well as facing media interest in his love child, Rev. Jackson can become the man for the poor, and also create wealth for himself.

Here's the plan:

1. Purchase one or several refineries in America or Mexico.

2. Buy dormant/abandoned gas stations. There are many of these in the poorer areas.

3. Establish these gas stations in lower economic areas such as Harlem, the south side of Chicago, and South Central Los Angeles, just to name three.

4. Sell gas at approximately $1.50 per gallon for the communities.

Will Reverend Jackson become the economic savior of poor blacks, Latinos, and whites of America by holding Chavez to his promise of crude oil at half price?

This is a doable plan, and it's also a chance for Jackson to show that he is not just all flash and rhetoric but is genuinely interested in helping the many rather than the few.

There will be a pot a gold for Jackson at the end of this rainbow not only for himself but also for all those who help the dream of Rainbow Gas Stations and oil refineries become a reality.

Crude Oil for Half Price from Venezuela?
Crude oil for half price from Venezuela?

Why not? 

After all, that's exactly what Venezuela President Hugo Chavez has offered to poor communities in the U.S.

Evangelist Pat Robertson may want to have Chavez assassinated, but I would sooner we do business with him. Better to trade than to murder.

I'm sure President Chavez is a man of his word, so I say, as businessman and entrepreneur, let's take him up on it.

It would mean crude oil at about $30 a barrel rather than $60. That means we could see $1.50 per gallon at the pumps.

Here's my proposal for southern California.

1. Purchase one or several refineries in Southern California or Mexico.

2. Buy dormant/abandoned gas stations. There are many of these in the poorer areas.

3. Establish these gas stations in lower economic areas such as: Carson, Compton, Venice, East Los Angeles, South Central Los Angeles, and Inglewood.

4. Sell gas at approximately $1.50 per gallon for the communities.

If Chavez honors his verbal commitment to these lower socio-economics areas, we will name the gas stations after him: Chavez gas stations!

Other regions in the U.S. can develop similar plans.

There is no reason why we should not deal with Chavez. We deal with the Saudis and others who run dictatorial regimes because we need their oil.

I would say to Chavez, we're ready to do business. In fact, he can call me personally any time, and together we will make this a reality to help the many, not just the privileged few.

We're sick of being ripped off by oil producers and oil companies, so I for one am ready to take up Chavez's offer.

I'm sure I speak for many Americans.

We're just waiting for his call. Let's make this deal happen.

America: The Land Flowing with Milk and Oil?
What do Mad Cow Disease and OPEC have in common? They both send prices skyrocketing.

Milk and gas are rapidly becoming luxury items.

Politicians say they will do something about it, but they never do. It is all political posturing.

Analysts tells us the economy is improving, but how can that be when a staple like milk costs nearly $5 a gallon at supermarkets and gas is nearing $3 per gallon at the local filling stations?

We can solve the problem of gas prices in the near future by drilling in our own country. We have untapped oil resources in Alaska that need to be exploited. We can also cut our dependence on crude oil from the Mideast by doing more business with China, Russia and Mexico for our oil needs.

OPEC is a monopoly that has been unchallenged for too long. It is time we sent a message to those men in the Mideast that we can and will go elsewhere for our oil.

As for that staple, milk, the prices are climbing partly, we are told, because of the ban on importing cattle from Canada, due to fears of Mad Cow Disease.

We are told there are now less cows in this country to produce milk.

So there are several problems here: High milk prices because of a shortage of cows, American Dairy Farmers struggling to make a living, and Mad Cow Disease.

Is it only a matter of time before there is an epidemic of Mad Cow in this country infecting our beef and milk? Might it already be here?

Should our children still be eating McDonald's hamburgers? Should we still be buying that jug of milk from 7-11 and feeding it to our babies?

When Mad Cow Disease hit Britain several years ago, the government never came clean about the risk to the public.

We need to ensure that does not happen here, and that the authorities give us full information about the danger of Mad Cow in this country.

To solve the price problem, the U.S. Department of Agriculture needs to step in and stabilize milk prices so that American Dairy Farmers are able to make a living, people who might become farmers can be reassured that it remains a viable occupation, and consumers can still afford to buy milk that is safe.

In the Bible, Moses led his people to a land flowing with milk and honey. Well, our promised land, right here in these United States, is flowing or should be with milk and oil. . . . I haven't yet heard of a honey shortage.

Greedy Oil Cartels and Mad Cows shouldn't be allowed to interfere with it.

CITGO Gas Stations Selling Gasoline for $1.50 per Gallon
I'm looking forward to seeing $1.50 per gallon for gasoline now at all of the 14,000 CITGO gas stations in the United States!

Am I dreaming?

No, I'm just holding Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez to his word.

Last year, Chavez said he would sell crude oil at half price for America's poor communities.

I suggested at the time, in letters to various newspapers and influential individuals, that Chavez buy refineries in Mexico, reactivate the many dormant gas stations in poor communities in America and create the "Chavez Gas Stations". I even suggested that the Rev. Jesse Jackson could help to organize it and create "Rainbow Gas Stations".

I now discover that CITGO Petroleum, which owns refineries in Illinois, Louisiana, and Texas, is a subsidiary of the Venezuelan state-owned petroleum company, PDVSA.

Therefore, Chavez already in effect owns gas stations right here in America. If he wanted to, he could slash prices immediately.

So far, he has not done so. Does this mean that Chavez' CITGO is just like every other profiteering, gouging monopolistic oil corporation, or will Chavez show that he is a man of his word?

In his favor, in November of last year, PDVSA and CITGO announced an agreement with Massachusetts to provide 45 million liters of heating oil to low income families at a discount of 40 percent below market price.

But the big question remains: Can President Chavez lower the price at CITGO to $1.50 per gallon for gas?

To adapt the words of the great activist, Cesar Chavez, Si, El Puede! which in English, means "Yes, he can!"

But will he?

Or was his statement just empty rhetoric, while Americans try to fill their tanks at $3.00 per gallon?

We'll see.

But if Chavez wants to enhance his standing in the eyes of Americans, and prevent people like evangelist Pat Robertson calling for his assassination, he will follow through on his promise.

Although CITGO gas stations are mainly located east of the Rockies, there is plenty of room to establish more of them out west. There are numerous dormant gas stations in the poorer areas that could be easily reactivated.

I'm sick of American politicians who do not tell the truth, like Mayor Martin J. Chavez of Albuquerque, New Mexico, and I'm still hoping that Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez will show he is not like them and will do what he said he will do.

97
142

