Chapter 5

U.S. in Crisis:

Saving Our Democracy
Is the U.S. Doomed?

Our democracy is in trouble.

Ordinary people feel that their voices are not being heard by their government at any level—federal, state or local. It is big money that rules government, whether that money comes from corporate lobbyists or union lobbyists or any other source.

Our government is no longer of the people, by the people, for the people.

I suggest that we as a nation take a hint from Toyota, the highly successful Japanese automaker. Toyota actively encourages its employees to make suggestions about how the company can improve its performance. According to Robert Stevenson, author of the book, How to Soar Like an Eagle in a World Full of Turkeys, each employee contributes on average 30 suggestions a year.

General Motors, on the other hand, receives virtually no suggestions from its employees.

If you consider how well Toyota is doing when compared to GM, you will get my point.

American politicians are like the executives of GM. They do not know how to listen. They do not realize the tremendous creative resources that they have within their own ranks.

Is the United States, because of the arrogance of its political leaders, about to slide down the same slope of failure that has afflicted GM?

Our leaders are blinded by money, and the special interests that contribute that money. They ignore anyone who does not have the financial clout to ensure their reelection.

I have many creative ideas myself that would benefit the many rather than the few. See mozena.com

As the son of immigrants, I have the can-do spirit that forged this country and made it great.

But I am not the only one. Ask almost anyone and you will find at least one idea that deserves serious consideration by the country's leaders. Contrary to what many people seem to think, ideas tend to flow as much from the bottom up as from the top down.

I also propose setting up a website to solicit the creative ideas and suggestions of ordinary Americans for making government at all levels operate not only more efficiently but also more for the benefit of all the people rather than for the few, so everyone can view them, along with our elected representatives, who, hopefully, will act on these ideas.

It is time that politicians stopped arrogantly ignoring their constituents. 

It is time for people at the top of the political pyramid that is America to look down and find out what the base of the pyramid has to offer.

Unless they do so, sadly, it won't be long before the whole nation crumbles.

USAma States of Arabia?
The Soviet Union was toppled, and almost no one saw it coming. Will the United States be next?

It was former President Ronald Reagan's strategy that defeated the Soviet Union.

When he called the Soviet Union the Evil Empire he demonized and dehumanized it. The result was that the Soviet system lost its legitimacy in the eyes of the world. It was seen for what it was.

Like President Kennedy before him, Reagan knew the power of language and the power of truth-telling to achieve national goals.

The second reason for Reagan's success was the military build-up he ordered. The Soviets with their creaking economy could not compete and eventually had to fold. Reagan's policies had basically made them financially bankrupt.

Now the United States has a new deadly enemy, Usama bin Laden and Al Qaeda. Will we be victorious this time? We all hope so, but there are some ominous signs.

It seems that Usama bin Laden has been studying how the cold war ended.

Like Reagan's dehumanizing of the Soviets, bin Laden calls the West Infidels. And when Reagan's strategy is transposed into this Islamic context, the words become deadly. It seems that for these Islamic extremists, if someone is an infidel, they are in effect sub-human, and can be killed without compunction. 

Bin Laden's policy is also to cause maximum damage to the American economy.

Like Reagan's military buildup, our federal, state, and local governments are being forced to spend millions, even billions of dollars, on protecting our fellow citizens by increased security measures.

Moreover, the OPEC cartel, with its outrageous crude oil prices, could lead the U.S. government, U.S. businesses, and yes, even its citizens into financial bankruptcy.

The irony is that behind our backs, the Saudis finance terrorism with the money they get from us for their oil. We are financing our own enemies. What could be more stupid than that?

Another irony is that it was we who created bin Laden as a terrorist in the first place. In the 1980s, we lavished aid on the Muslim fighters who were trying to expel the Russians from Afghanistan and trained them in guerilla warfare.

Look at the thanks we got for it.

Bin Laden turned on us. He may be a monster, but he's got a Made in the U.S.A. stamp on him. Now he stalks us from somewhere in Pakistan or Afghanistan, and for some reason, we cannot get him. 

Usama hopes to cripple America financially just as Reagan's military build up caused the collapse of the Soviet Union. He wants to hurt our economy so badly that we will have no option but to withdraw our forces from the Middle East. He aims to destroy us as a world power with a global reach.

This is how the Soviets fell. They faced a formidable enemy who ruthlessly exploited their economic weaknesses. Now Usama bin Laden is trying to do the same thing to us.

What can we do? First, we must have an energy policy that faces up to real problems rather than one designed to help the oil companies.

We need to drill for oil now, in the United States, wherever there is a possibility that it may be found.

We must also set up the equivalent of the Manhattan Project to develop and bring to market alternative fuels. This is a matter of national security. Just as the best scientific minds of the day joined the Manhattan Project to create the atomic bomb, we need the best and the brightest to ensure that all possible alternative fuels, from wind and solar to hydrogen, are vigorously explored and developed.

Our second strategy must be to ensure that the war on terrorism unites rather than divides our country. This war must not be exploited for partisan gain.

We must remember that we are one nation, and not allow our party allegiances to divide us. Inflexibility and bitter partisan fights create extremism and fanaticism, which are the very things we are supposed to be fighting against.

We must unite now or face the possibility that our way of life will not survive for our children and our grandchildren. It's as simple as that.

Or do we want our grandchildren speaking Arabic as residents not of the United States of America but of USAma States of Arabia?

Is the Flower of U.S. Democracy Withering?

The U.S. Presidential election is just around the corner, November 2nd.

In the last Presidential election, nearly 100 million eligible voters, almost one-third of all Americans, did not show up at the polls.

This time we should try to make sure everyone votes. 

But this will need a large public awareness campaign supported by a broad spectrum of leaders and regular folks in our society.

Since the broadcast airwaves of both TV and radio are supposed to serve the public interest, I propose that every day from now until through November 2nd, we have a series of 15-second, 30-second and 60-second spots on TV and radio promoting voter registration and participation especially for the upcoming Presidential election, November 2nd, 2004.

These spots could feature a wide variety of Americans: corporate CEOs, military personnel, teachers, politicians, members of the clergy, movie stars and other celebrities, sports stars, new immigrants who have become citizens, as well as ordinary folk from all walks of life.

The slogan could be something like: 

Vote: It’s the Smart Thing To Do

Democracy is a Terrible Thing to Lose: Vote: 

Secure Freedom and Opportunity for all Americans: Vote.

If no one votes, no one is held accountable and the nation goes off course. 

If no one votes, the powerful exercise more power with less care, and our freedoms are gradually eroded.

If no one votes, the very idea of democracy is doomed. 

President Abraham Lincoln said that this nation was the last, best hope on earth.

But if 100 million Americans don‚t care enough to vote, how can we hope to live up to our heritage and our core values?

Votes count. 

Remember how close the 2000 election was. In a number of states, not to mention Florida, the result was decided by only a few thousand votes.

We need to beware.

Will future historians describe our era as the twilight of American democracy? 

Will we be remembered as the nation that fought a war in Iraq to give people there the right to vote, while at the same time we couldn’t be bothered to vote at home?

Democracy is a state of mind as well as a political system. It means a readiness to participate, to make your voice heard, and a belief that you can make a difference.

Democracy is not a given. It is not like the sun that rises every morning, whether the world is at war or peace. It is something that must be maintained and preserved. 

Like a garden, it must be tended.

Let’s not permit the flower of our democracy to wither. 

Let’s pledge a new campaign to reinvigorate our political process.

Democracy is a terrible thing to lose.

Let’s get this message out across the public airwaves beginning today and every day until November 2nd.

And, all Americans, vote, vote, vote, especially this November in the Presidential election, November 2nd.

Apathy, Selfishness and Lack of Patriotism
I’d like to declare war on the three greatest enemies to our political freedom and democracy. No, that doesn’t mean I’m going to march into Iran, North Korea and Cuba.

The three enemies I’m taking aim at are apathy, selfishness, and lack of patriotism. If they are not attacked and defeated, America will be destroyed not from without but from within.

Apathy is particularly disturbing in this presidential election year. I’m referring to the 100 million eligible voters who do not bother to vote. Given freedom, they choose not to exercise it. This amounts to nearly half the electorate. In November 2000, the turnout in the presidential election was a mere 51.3 percent. Why don’t people vote? Is it laziness? Do people think they are too busy? Just too many other important things do?

Wake up, people! There's no reason not to vote. Don’t take our democracy for granted. It’s not. We have to work at it like a marriage or friendship. We have to participate if we want to preserve it.

What do I mean by selfishness? I’m referring to the selfishness of those who vote for their own special interests, or who lobby our elected officials for special interests, rather than being concerned with the common good. It’s the NIMBY (not in my backyard) syndrome: thinking privately that something would be good for the city, the county, the state, the country as a whole, but voting against it because it might not have the greatest positive impact on us personally.

If we are to preserve our nation so our children, our children's children, and so forth, can continue to enjoy the freedom and the opportunities that are the hallmark of America, we need to re-educate people about their civic responsibilities.

I'd like to see voter turnout boosted to at least 95 percent of all eligible voters. After all, what could be more important than deciding who is to govern us, the people, and what policies that government is to pursue?

If 95 percent seems too idealistic, let’s at least get back to the levels of voting that prevailed in the 1960s, when the turnout in presidential elections was always above 60 percent, with a high of 63.1 percent in 1960.

Voting is the patriotic thing to do, and I'd like to see more than the fair-weather patriot. We must think deeply about the values we stand for, at home and abroad. We must remember that although we have our differences of race and creed, we share common values, including our love of freedom, our entrepreneurial spirit, and our compassion for the less fortunate. Remembering that we are these UNITED States, we must think in a unified way, as one people.

Let's once again be proud to be American. Let's show our patriotism in every home, apartment and office building even our cars by flying or posting the American flag through the Presidential election in early November.

If you don’t have one gathering dust in the closet, just buy one from Wal-Mart or Target. If you can't afford one, the American Legion is sure to provide one for free. It’s the least you can do.

Flying the flag will show your gratitude for the sacrifice made by those whose flag-draped coffins we are seeing in the news today—those brave young men and women who have fallen in our fight for freedom in Iraq now and those of the past wars.

So put away apathy and vote in every election, local to federal. Make a resolution today to go out and vote when Election Day comes around. It only takes a few minutes. Stop the selfishness and act for the common good. 

In the meantime, fly the American flag. Honor the fallen. Celebrate the American spirit.

The Real War: U.S. Republicans vs. U.S. Democrats
As the fireworks explode this 4th of July in celebration of the founding of our country, what do those bombs bursting in the air and the rockets' red glare really signify for us this year? 

I fear that underlying all the spectacular displays, the United States is in danger of imploding.

Why? 

Because we have become too polarized. 

Democrats and Republicans are too concerned with waging sectarian warfare and less concerned about the public good.

There is too much extremism on both sides and too little willingness to compromise.

What we need is unity. If the divisions between different factions keep growing, it will spell disaster for us. 

We are better than this.

We need to eliminate the NIMBY (not in my back yard), syndrome, through which selfishness triumphs over the common good. 

It is fine to celebrate our various ethnic heritages, but not at the expense of our common nationality. 

It is fine to argue pro-war or anti-war positions about Iraq, but not to the extent that rhetoric drowns out constructive discussion about where we go from here. 

All this polarization attacks the delicate social fabric of our country. 

Remember, a house divided against itself will not stand, as Abraham Lincoln warned the country in a speech a few years before the Civil War.

We need to restore a constructive, thoughtful political process which always holds the public welfare as the highest goal. This is what our government and our politicians should be aiming for.

What is happening now is the opposite. 

It is all knee-jerk reaction.

Everything the Democrats want the Republicans want the opposite, and no one is willing to compromise. 

Maybe it's time to get rid of party affiliations, or at least re-think our attitude towards them. 

There is nothing wrong with having political parties that espouse different policies. That’s our system of government. 

But there is a poisoned atmosphere in public life today, one that has been growing for well over a decade. The other side is designated as the enemy; the attitude is win at all costs.

What we have forgotten is that we are all American citizens. We are all individual members of the most powerful and successful republic this planet has ever seen. This nation was built on values we all share: democracy, freedom, self-reliance.

On this Independence Day, we need to remember this. We need to work together as one team for the good of America. 

We have enough enemies abroad without branding as enemies our fellow Americans who may disagree with us on some issues. 

This is no time for putting faction over nation. 

It is no time for those with big egos to promote their own agendas. 

The old adage seems appropriate here: There is no letter I in the word team, and a team is what we as a nation should be.

So as the skies are sprayed with all those amazing colored fireworks this July 4th, let's remember what we are celebrating these United States, the land of the free and the home of the brave.

Who Will Be the Next U.S. V.P. for either Hillary or McCain?
It's just under three years to go until the next presidential election, but make no mistake, the race is already on, in both parties.

At the moment, the clear front-runner for the Democratic nomination is Hillary Clinton. She's the one the others have to beat. And for the Republicans, John McCain is looking pretty strong, too.

When the primaries are over, and the Democratic and Republican nominees emerge in the summer of 2008, the first test of their executive abilities will be their choice of running mates.

I'd like to let everyone know, on both sides of the political divide, that I'm available for selection as Vice President of the United States.

Yes, Mozena for VP!

And why not? Voters all over the country are fed up with political hacks who always vote the party line and offer no fresh, innovative thinking that really addresses the problems this country faces.

It's time for an Independent to be co-opted for high office, and an Independent, at that, who has not been corrupted by years of wheeling and dealing in the nation's capital.

I've met John McCain. It was nearly twenty years ago, at a public meeting in Arizona. We clashed over the high cost of gas (yes, it was an issue back then, too, just as it is now), and the senator wasn't very pleased with the bluntness of my questions.

After the meeting, someone suggested to me that I should run against McCain for office. Well, if Hillary takes me up on my offer, I may well do that. But I also admire John McCain. He is a man of principal, so if he should come calling for me, I would not turn him down. 

Now, if anyone should have difficulty imagining Vice President Mozena, just take a look at the ideas I have been promoting over the last few years. I know I could bring fresh ideas to Washington.

Posting all government finances to the Internet is a winning idea. See postthefinances.com. Presidential elections these days are usually very close. One good idea that appeals to the popular imagination can make the difference between winning and losing.

I would also want to streamline government and make it more efficient in all areas. That's what I would start on from Day 1 in the White House.

We need to tackle the oil crisis by developing new sources of energy, drilling for oil at home, and also standing up to Saudi Arabia and the other OPEC nations on oil prices. I can't see either Hillary or McCain disagreeing with that.

Unlike many Washington politicians, I have knowledge of life outside the Beltway. I've lived and worked in different areas of the country, in a variety of occupations. I'm a second-generation Italian-Irish immigrant who's living the American Dream. I'm a homeowner, family man and small-business owner. I know what grass-roots America wants and needs. Can Hillary say that of herself? Can McCain?

People will vote for a regular Joe (or a regular Steve) when they hear his story and listens to what he has to say. See mozena.com

Are you listening, Senator Clinton? Are you listening, Senator McCain?

My phone number is in the book. 

President George W. Bush: Unlike Father, Unlike Son?
"Those who do not learn from history are condemned to repeat it, " wrote the philosopher George Santayana.

President Bush may be down in the polls at the moment, but he seems to be an excellent presidential historian, especially in the presidency of George Herbert Walker Bush, his father, and he is determined to learn from it.

If we want to know what drives George W., all we have to do is look at what his father did—and then reverse it.

In the 1988 presidential campaign, then Vice President George Herbert Walker Bush was dogged by accusations that he was a "wimp," largely because for eight years as vice president he had faithfully followed the agenda of President Ronald Reagan and put his own ego and ambitions aside.

The accusation must have stung Bush's son as well, because if there is one label that the younger Bush is determined not to have hung around his neck, it is "wimp". Just ask Saddam Hussein.

The elder President Bush also made the fatal mistake of raising taxes, in spite of his famous promise, "Read my lips, no new taxes," and this most likely cost him reelection in 1992.  George W.'s unwavering enthusiasm for tax cuts, even in the face of rising deficits, is a reaction to the fate of his father.

The elder President Bush was considered a moderate, which did not sit well with the conservative Christian base of the Republican Party. This was another reason why he failed to win reelection, and it also explains why George W. is so dedicated to pleasing the Christian right. Once again, he does not want to make his father's mistakes.

Finally, in the Gulf War of 1991, the elder Bush refused to send U.S. troops all the way to Baghdad to overthrow Saddam Hussein, and the dictator remained a thorn in America's side throughout the 1990s. Bush the younger, it seems, was never in any doubt about how to proceed against  Iraq. It meant not following his father's example.

We've all heard the expression, like father, like son. But in the case of the Bushes, it's more a matter of, unlike father, unlike son.
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