Chapter 6
Political and Social Reform:

From the Tax Code to the United Nations

The Real Reformer for Real Change?
Who is the Real Reformer for the American government?

In the past dozen years or so, there have been several politicians who have sought the mantle of reformer.

There was Ross Perot, who ran as an independent candidate for president in 1992 and 1996. But did he have any long-term effect on the way politics is done in this country? I doubt it. And where is he now?

Then there was Jesse Ventura who became governor of Minnesota as a member of the Reform Party. But Jesse served only one term as governor, and is now not involved in politics at all. Did the Reform Party ever really reform anything?

A perennial reformer is Senator John McCain. But his efforts at campaign finance reform were watered down until they scarcely made a difference. I have met Senator McCain. He talks a lot about reform but he talks more than he acts.

Honestly, do you really think he will reform anything if elected President in 2008?

What about Governor Schwarzenegger, who promised meaningful change in California? I have met him a number of times as well. The more he says and does, the more clearly does his bias in favor of his wealthy Republican constituents show.

The truth is that there is no genuine reformer on the national political scene at the moment. There is no one who has the vision to change the way we do things. We are stuck with the same problems and the same inadequate solutions.

We need a real reformer for real change.

I only regret that politics in our country now is all about money, because as far as creative ideas are concerned, I believe I have what it takes to shake things up and make people start thinking creatively about solving our national problems.

Take the subject of government corruption and waste of taxpayers' money. We all know it goes on, from no-bid government contracts for rebuilding Iraq and New Orleans to the sleazy machinations of congressmen eager for power and personal enrichment.

My solution is to post all government finances to the Internet, every day, in the form of a simple online checkbook. This simple but revolutionary idea will change the face of politics and government in this country. See postthefinances.com

We could also take a few constructive measures that would lower crime rates nationally. For example, a DNA sample should be taken from all convicted criminals, and all law enforcement crime computers, including FBI, state, county and local police departments should be connected. How many criminals find it too easy to escape detection by crossing state lines and continuing to live their lives as if nothing had happened?

Moreover, we should begin taking DNA samples of all newborns, not only to have a national database to help identify criminals, but to help the families of the victims identify their loved ones from the many unknown deceased victims as well.

I have encouraged media CEOs to create a 24-hour mainstream crime channel to root out all criminals, from murderers to the local rapists and sexual predators, to the armed robbers and even suspected terrorists.

I also have many constructive ideas for lowering gas prices nationally such as Reverend Jesse Jackson's Rainbow Gas Stations and Oil Refineries.

Additionally, I have written about election and political party reform. Truly, a democracy is about the people. For now, we should do away with the party system. Democrats and Republicans walk in lock-step polarization, which makes it impossible to get things done. Today's politicians are not independent thinkers and almost always toe the party line.

In order to take the money out of politics, no union, corporation, or faceless bureaucratic organization should be allowed to donate to political campaigns. Only individuals should be permitted to make contributions to political campaigns.

But the trouble with implementing reform in this country is that most politicians are more concerned with helping the few, especially themselves, than the many.

Sadly, until that changes, nothing else will.

Simplify the Tax Code
Tax day, April 15th, is over. But the threat of the I.R.S. still hangs in the air.

We need to audit the I.R.S.

The current tax code, and the way the I.R.S. behaves, do not encourage people to be honest. In fact, the reverse is true.

I know an African-American man who is scared to get a job that pays him above the table because he thinks most of his wages will be garnished by the I.R.S. He fears he will never be able to get ahead.

I know Persian-Americans who felt they had no option but to evade the attentions of the I.R.S., which was not only trying to enforce an antiquated and unfair tax code but was employing illegal bullying tactics to do so.

I know Vietnamese-Americans who set up a restaurant but called it a Christian Club until it could be fully established. Because of the tax code, this was the only way they could afford to get their business off the ground.

And of course, everyone knows about how large corporations exploit every loophole they possibly can to avoid, at times evade, paying their fair share of taxes. Just last week, a report issued by the government‚s General Accounting Office showed that almost two-thirds of American companies paid no taxes between 1996 and 2000, even as corporate profits reached record levels.

Simply put, I blame the convoluted and confusing tax code even many CPAs and Tax Attorneys don't understand that allows them to get away with it.

What’s the solution?

First, an amnesty for all Americans who are not in good standing with the I.R.S.

Second, throw away the entire tax code and set up a flat tax and a national, round-numbered only sales tax. Eliminate all loopholes. 

Keep it clear and simple.

Third, audit the I.R.S. by posting all the government finances to the Web on a daily basis. This will enable all citizens to see where all government money, OUR money, that is, comes from and where it goes. See postthefinances.com

In this coming election season, we need a leader who will take charge of these issues and ensure fairness for all tax-paying Americans.

Evict the U.N. from N.Y.C.?

It's time to evict the United Nations from New York City!

The United States has just given the UN a $1.2 billion, 30-year loan to renovate the United Nations building in New York.

Have we gone crazy?

Donald Trump has offered to do it for about half this amount.

But even at that price, I say it's not worth it.

After all, it's you, me and your neighbors who are being asked to finance it.

I have a better idea.

There is no need to renovate the UN. Let's just politely ask this corrupt, wasteful international organization, full of fat-cat diplomats, to leave New York City, and the United States.

In fact, for reasons of national security, we should not allow these UN diplomats to enter the United States at all.

They all have diplomatic immunity and thus are above U.S. law.

Not only is this infuriating to New Yorkers, who watch as the diplomats park their cars illegally almost wherever they choose, it shields criminal conduct.

There was a recent report of a Kuwaiti UN diplomat who forced his Indian maid to work as a slave in a Manhattan apartment for four years. Some human rights activists believe that many foreign diplomats for the UN take advantage of their privileges to violate U.S. labor laws in the U.S.

In fact, let's have a little foresight. Given diplomatic immunity, what is to stop a terrorist group from involving these UN diplomats in its terrorist activities? Let's clamp down on this potentially explosive problem by not allowing these UN diplomats in the U.S.

Yes, it's time to evict the UN.

In theory, the United Nations is a great idea. But it has never been effective as a peace-keeping body, and today it has become a hot-bed of anti-Americanism. It has also failed to take a lead in the fight against international terrorism.

The recent oil-for-food scandal, in which UN officials helped Saddam Hussein divert UN money intended for humanitarian purposes and use it to prop up his own murderous regime, is only the tip of the iceberg as far as mismanagement and corruption is concerned.

It's time to say, enough is enough.

It was American largesse that helped set up the UN at its current headquarters in New York City, thanks to an $8.5 million donation from John D. Rockefeller, Jr.

But American generosity has its limits, and we cannot any longer look the other way as this bloated, incompetent organization eats up resources and refuses to look in the mirror and take steps to reform itself.

In the meantime, and in future, if the United States doles out any money to the UN, it should do so with the following stipulation: the UN must post daily all its finances to the web for fiscal honesty and accountability. See postthefinances.com

The UN already has other offices operating in Geneva, The Hague, and Vienna. It's time for these diplomats to go to Europe for their free parking and fancy restaurants.

Maybe the UN should even consider moving its headquarters to Ghana, since Kofi Annan is a Ghanian national, or maybe to an island somewhere.

If the French could manage to send the great Napoleon into exile on the island of Elba, we can surely find a suitable island for the UN.

A reformed, slimmed-down United Nations based in Europe or elsewhere should then concentrate on its real humanitarian mission: fighting the scourges of famine, hunger, and diseases like malaria, hepatitis and AIDS, especially for the world's children.

But the anti-American organization in New York City has to go.

We are the landlords here and it's time to evict this troublesome tenant.

It's also time to investigate alternatives to the UN, such as the Council for a Community of Democracies (CCD), which aims to build an effective worldwide community of democratic nations that respect human rights and the rule of law.

What a contrast that is to the UN, where any government, even those led by murdering tyrants, can have a right to a seat at the General Assembly!

As long as the UN remains an organization that gives a voice to dictators and to regimes that back terrorism, let's throw our weight behind the CCD and tell the UN to take a hike. Maybe we, the United States, should leave the UN entirely, and promote CCD as a viable alternative to the UN.

At the very least, President Bush should instruct John Bolton, our new UN Ambassador, to tell the UN that it must reform, or else.

Bolton's a hard-nosed guy. Despite what the critics say, he may be just the man we need there right now.

Stopping Misuse of Government Credit Cards

Can you believe there are military men and women using government credit cards to fly to Tahiti or Hawaii on personal trips at taxpayers‚ expense? 

Well, it’s true, according to a former Armed Services gentleman I met recently, who had served our country for 20 years. He told me this horror story about the misuse of government credit cards after I talked to him about “Post the Finances.” 

Before I go any further, I must emphasize that I totally support our troops. These are men and women of high integrity, who wish to serve the American public. The greatest gift a person can give is to sacrifice his or her life for a friend. In the case of our military men and women, they are willing to do this for their fellow Americans. 

But misuse of credit cards is wrong. It is one of the abuses that would be quickly exposed by posting government finances to the Web. 

This also raises another issue. If we as a nation can  afford to give our military personnel credit cards to misuse, we can certainly afford to give them a raise instead. 

The misuse of credit cards, done in such a way that we, the taxpayers who foot the bill, won't see the charges, is unAmerican. 

Let's not tempt our men and women of the military with credit cards that can easily be misused. Let’s give them a raise instead, so they will not feel under pressure to compromise their integrity.

Uncle Sam Needs a Diet   
Uncle Sam's birthday is just around the corner, and we need to put him on a diet!

He needs to look good for the health of our nation. No more fat!

We need to overhaul, streamline, and consolidate government in America, eliminating entire departments where necessary.

This topic comes up regularly but nothing effective is done.

In 1993, the first Clinton Administration launched, with much fanfare, a reinventing government initiative.

Almost no one remembers it now.

Politicians pay only lip service to the idea of streamlining government.

Yet Uncle Sam keeps eating up resources, steadily getting fatter and fatter.

But it doesn't have to be this way.

The need to simplify and standardize all operations and procedures is well established in the business world.

Just ask any executive from a huge international corporation like GM, Budweiser, 3M, or Coca-Cola.

Just as these mega-corporations could be audited by the I.R.S., and therefore must be accountable, so the U.S. government at all levels should be run so it can stand scrutiny by all Americans.

By simplifying, standardizing and posting all the finances to the Internet, government will become transparent, honest and accountable to all Americans.

Our government needs to take its model from smooth-running corporations like McDonald's and Fedex Kinko's and standardize all accounting and computer software programs.

Using a similar business philosophy, McDonald's and Fedex Kinko's have made their companies easy for anyone to walk off the street and quickly grasp how daily operations are carried out.

Our government at any level should be simplified in this way, by standardizing procedures and posting the finances, so that any adult American would be able to walk in and fit smoothly into the daily governmental operating procedures.

This approach applies to all levels of our government. The message should be, simplify and standardize America, at local, state and federal level.

We also need to make the system honest.

This can be accomplished by posting all government finances to the Internet, every day. This will remove waste, fraud and corruption by making government immediately accountable to the people. See postthefinances.com

This would mean that any citizen would be able to carry out a private audit on any government department. We as Americans could even audit the IRS. This is as it should be.

In this era of intense global competition, we as a nation cannot afford to be left behind with outdated, wasteful, inefficient, cumbersome systems and procedures.

Simplify, standardize, and post the finances, for a leaner Uncle Sam, who is more honest and effective at all levels.

So, for this Fourth of July, Uncle Sam can celebrate with us by having some cake and ice cream!

But not too much. We still want our Uncle Sam to look good in a Speedo.

Real Monsters vs. Fake Monsters

We love to be frightened by cinematic creations such as Hannibal, Freddy and Jason. 

Unfortunately, we also have some quite real monsters floating around: Osama bin Laden and Saddam Hussein. 

Nobody appreciates the terror that these ghouls inspire. Let's see how we've created these monsters ourselves.

Franklin Roosevelt is supposed to have said of a petty dictator: He may be an SOB, but at least he's our SOB. 

During the 1980s, we could have paid the same compliment to both Bin Laden and Hussein.

Saddam's criminal pathology was just fine as long as he vented it on Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini. 

And Bin Laden was A-OK when he was blowing up Soviet tanks and not American skyscrapers.

By funding and training homicidal dictators and dangerous fundamentalists, we have created our own SOBs. 

The trouble is that they're not our SOBs any longer.

Like Dr. Frankenstein's creation, our Middle Eastern monsters have turned against us with a vengeance. The good doctor learned the hard way that, when you play with dangerous forces, you and countless innocents can get badly hurt.

We have to stop creating our own monsters. 

How? 

Well, many of our Middle Eastern monsters are pretty oily characters. We need to overcome our addiction to foreign crude.

In the short term, we need to responsibly exploit our own oil resources. 

In the long term, we need to develop alternative energies, such as wind and solar power. Hussein will never control the wind. Bin Laden can't turn off the sun.

Dr. Frankenstein wanted to control the forces of nature, and his arrogance unleashed a catastrophe, one that destroyed him. 

Let's learn from Frankenstein's experience by controlling our nation's appetites and ambitions.

If we do, then the only monsters will be those on the movie screen. 

Really Help the Children of the World

America is a very rich nation.

Therefore, it's only right and just that the U.S. generously aids poor countries around the world.

But I, and countless other Americans, I'm sure, have come to wonder why the citizens of the countries that we so generously help still wallow in abject poverty.

Mexico, the Philippines, and Nigeria all receive U.S. financial aid, and all seem to sink ever deeper into the mire of poverty.

I am especially worried since so many of our own citizens, including our children, live in sub-standard housing, receive a poor education, obtain little healthcare, and face a future of reduced opportunities.

Perhaps, and, of course, this is only a suspicion, much of U.S. foreign financial aid never goes into the food, health, and infrastructure programs for which it's ear-marked.

Instead, it enriches a small ring of rulers.

And much of the military and civilian financial aid we give to Israel seems only to keep the fires of conflict burning.

If we're going to continue helping foreign nations, and we should, let's hold the leaders of those countries accountable.

They should post daily to the World Wide Web the amount of financial aid they receive from us and the things they spend it on. See postthefinances.com

It's just like balancing a checkbook: expenditures should match deposits. It's as easy as online banking.

If they don't, then there's trouble.

Such oversight by our government and its citizens will help to ensure that our money feeds the hungry, immunizes children, provides medical assistance to the elderly, creates an infrastructure of roads, dams, and housing, and promotes self-sufficiency.

After all, these goals are what the American Dream is all about. 

And it is this dream that we want to share with the rest of the world.

DNA Samples of All Newborns
In the wake of the terrible tsunami, in which many who have perished may never be identified, I suggest the U.S. Congress and state legislatures pass a new law requiring that DNA samples should be taken from all newborns delivered in hospitals in the United States. The samples should be placed in a central data bank for identification purposes.

This will be invaluable for identifying missing children, kidnapped children, and, over time, anyone who is a victim of murder or fatal accident. It would also help if in the future we are hit by a terrorist attack even worse than 9/11.

Eventually we will have a DNA data bank with samples from every U.S. citizen. There will be no more unidentified bodies.

This simple measure will result in many families in the future being comforted in the loss of their loved one.

We should do it now. 

Do You Really Want to Be U.S. President, Senator Kerry?

Dear Senator Kerry:

Do you really want to be U.S. President? If you do, I believe you need to be really bold.

You have a much harder task than Bill Clinton did when he unseated George Bush Sr. in 1992. As you know, Bush Sr. was haunted by his broken "Read my lips, no new taxes" pledge. But George W. Bush has cut taxes substantially. Also, as in 1992, there will be a third candidate  in the race, but unlike Ross Perot, who took votes equally from Bush and Clinton, Ralph Nader will eat into your vote in states that are very evenly poised. It’s going to be tough.

Here are some steps you might take that I believe would enable you to win the election.

Paint a strong contrast with the secrecy of the Bush administration, which is the most 

self-enclosed, "circle-the-wagons" administration since Nixon. You need to expose the 

phony budgets of this administration, the way it manipulates figures with intent to deceive. We urgently need an open government, the likes of which has never been seen in America.

Here’s how. First, be revolutionary. Promise to issue an executive order that will mandate the daily posting to the Internet of the finances of all U.S. government departments and agencies, especially the I.R.S. This would be in the form of a simple checkbook register. Since all governmental accounting is in electronic format and all departments and agencies have web sites, it would be easy to upload the information on a daily basis to the respective web sites. See postthefinances.com.

The contrast with the Bush administration would be apparent to everyone, at a stroke. They want to keep financial information hidden. Show that you want it made available to 

the American public. Show you really want to be honest. What’s it worth to you? How about 5 percent in the polls? That’s enough to give you a comfortable margin in the Electoral College.

Next, take up where Al Gore left off, with his "Reinventing  Government" initiative in the first Clinton term. Promise to cut spending  not by slashing domestic programs that help people, as the Bush budget  proposes, but by streamlining and consolidating  government agencies and departments. Slogan: More value for less money. The truth, as you well know, is that government under George W. Bush has got bigger, not smaller.

Isn’t that ironic, considering it was Bill Clinton who declared that the era of big 

government was over? Make hay with this point. Tell the American people that less is better, and then do it. Don’t allow the Bush crowd to stereotype you as a big-spending liberal.

Next, on homeland security. Here’s one thing you can do, and it doesn’t take more than a sound bite to explain it. Put photographs and fingerprints on Social Security cards, as a step toward a national ID for all citizens. People are more ready to accept a measure like this than your strategists may tell you. No one likes to feel insecure in their own country, but many Americans do today. This simple, practical measure will help.

Next, everyone knows that there were clues to 9-11 before it happened, but that federal agencies did not cooperate sufficiently with each other to be able to read the warning signs.

The solution is simple. Ensure that all relevant criminal computer databases are connected with each other, from federal to local level. Federal agencies from the FBI down must cooperate not compete. End turf battles that benefit only criminals and the enemies of America. Appoint a head of Homeland Security with real powers over recalcitrant agencies.

Another campaign emphasis should be the question, Who runs America? Again, be really bold in challenging the  rock-solid connections, via campaign  contributions, of the Bush administration to major industries, including of course Big Oil. Slogan: follow the money, and see who really pulls the levers in the Bush administration. Repeat it and then repeat it again until the voters get it. It is time to put the general welfare above corporate welfare.

And don’t forget to shine a laser light on the connections between our government and the backward, undemocratic Saudi regime. Remind the American people that most of the 9/11 hijackers were Saudi citizens, not one of them was an Iraqi. If we are going to pre-emptively attack another country, let’s make sure next time it’s the right one.

That’s the bare bones of a recipe for unseating a popular incumbent. Behind the 

genial smile, Bush is vulnerable. He knows it, and his advisers know it. It’s up to you to exploit it. Be really bold, not timid. Do you want to be remembered as the junior senator from Massachusetts or the man whose vision and leadership steered America back to the 

path of peace and prosperity for all?
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