Chapter 7

California Dreamin’: 

Solutions for the Golden State
To: Power 100

From: Steve Mozena 

Date: 03/07/00 

Re: Possible Mayoral Run.

Dear ____________:

My name is Steve Mozena, and I have selected you as one of the 100 plus influential people in Los Angeles. In my quest to do the right thing, I am thinking about throwing my cap in to the ring for Mayor of Los Angeles. However, in the meantime, I am seeking advice and support from people who I believe hold power and respect in the community.

Just a quick brief history of who I am: I am a 39-year-old man who lives in Venice Beach. In fact, in this past year, I am known by residents and businesses as the man who almost single handedly cleaned up Venice Beach for this past summer. I had the city spend $25,000 to trim the palm trees, have the homeless help clean graffiti, and paint everything from drinking fountains to swing sets. Moreover, I personally bought $300 worth of grass seed for the city to plant. The city failed miserably in this task, and I am currently taking them to small claims court.

It is my belief that we, as citizens of Los Angeles, should hold our city representatives accountable and receive fair and equitable treatment, as well as fair and equitable distribution of resources.

I am a college graduate and have a degree in journalism, minor in business.

Currently, I have a cutting edge academic online publishing business as well. Simply put, I am a Doer. I get things done, even if it involves cutting through the city's bureaucratic red tape.

So, if possible, I would like the opportunity to take you to lunch. I hope that if I decide to run, you'll support me and be a part of a winning team. I will call you within a week to follow up and see if you'd like to meet for lunch. Or, you could call or email me. 

Steve’s L.A. Mayoral Run, 2001

Mozena's Rockin' the Boat!

Are you fed up with the blatant lying of American politicians? Yes? It can change.

Are you fed up with the blatant lying of the local Los Angeles television news? Yes? It can change.

For positive change, vote for the optimist and visionary Los Angeles Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena. 

Become inspired by the fearless Mozena as he takes on the Los Angeles political establishment for the good of the people. 

The people should run the government, not the politicians, the unions or the corporations.  Mozena sued the city politicians and won for his community! 

Mozena has also taken to task the local TV media for their blatant blackout of nine of the fifteen Los Angeles mayoral candidates.

Become Politically Inspired

Were you or are you politically inspired by political figures such as Governor Jesse Ventura, Senator John McCain, businessman Ross Perot or activist Ralph Nader?

If you were, sit up and take notice, because there's another even more charismatic and inspiring man emerging on the political scene. His name is Steve Mozena. 

Check him out and vote for him. 

Then watch as he systematically creates honest government for the people by the people. 

He knows the citizens of Los Angeles needs a honest leader.

Think for Yourselves . . . No Block Voting

We are a country that thrives on individualism and individual rights. We don't like to be dictated to by the rich and the powerful, whoever they might be.

And we shouldn't be dictated to by our trade unions, either.

Trade unions were set up to protect the rights of workers, not to tell them how to vote or to distort the truth.

Unions should serve us, not the other way round.

Unfortunately, it seems that the Local 347 SEIU Union cares more about itself than about you and your family.

Do you know your Union leaders are hiding the fact there are actually 15 Los Angeles. Mayoral candidates?

Why?

Is this concealing of the truth helpful to you and the Local 347 families? Does it serve your interests?

Or are Union members being in effect coerced into voting for one of the six select candidates? Ask yourself this question: How can a union that censors information about free elections be acting on behalf of its members and their families?

I would welcome a union that asks tough questions and demands all of the candidates address member concerns. But a union that systematically hides the truth is not acting for the members, but rather for those few privileged with power and wealth.

This is not what America is about! Our democracy should give a voice to everyone, and we should demand that all voices are heard.

Don't let others think for you. Be an active, concerned citizen when you exercise your right to vote.

Ask yourself what else might your union leaders be willing to lie to you and your family about in order to promote their own interests rather than yours?

Remember, no matter who your union endorsed, it's not up to your union how you vote on April 10th at the voting booth.

Make the decision yourself, based on who you think will help you and your family the most as mayor of Los Angeles.

Don't be blindly led by your union like Hitler led the German people into Nazism. That's not the American way. Be skeptical. Ask questions. Think for yourselves.

Vote from your heart and head for you and your family, and vote for Steve Mozena.

Truly, he will help you and your family, and your fellow union members' families. He will not be corrupted by power and will always be vigilant in the defense of your rights and the protection of your interests.

Vote for Mayor Steve Mozena for Los Angeles Tuesday, April 10th. Thank you.

Grassroots Campaign
Steve Mozena went to the Los Angeles Parks and Recreation Commission meeting, lead by now L.A. Mayoral Candidate Steve Soboroff and requested grass seed for his community. Soboroff and the Commission said there was no money in the budget.

Steve Mozena offered to write a check to pay for the seed if the city promised to plant and take care of the seedlings. They agreed.

Steve wrote the check, but the city did not live up to its end of the bargain. So, Mr. Mozena first exhausted all measures to get his money returned by requesting his funds be returned by Soboroff and then asked the now L.A. Candidate for Mayor City Attorney Jim Hahn for his money back, they both said no. As a final resort, Mr. Mozena sued the city in small claims court and won. At this juncture, Mozena said to himself these men shouldn't be our leaders...they have no compassion or accountability for our 

community . . . what makes them any different than any other politician who just pays lip service? Steve Mozena, at this point, threw his cap in the ring. He knows L.A. needs a real leader.

Signature Gathering: Thanks, Costco! 

A public thank you to Costco for allowing Mayor Mozena for Los Angeles Citizens to gather signatures for his nominating petitions at their Westside and Valley locations. Mr. Mozena has qualified with the required signatures and will be on the ballot April 10th thanks to Costco and the hundreds of signatures from the registered voters and Costco customers of Los Angeles. Sincerely, I thank all of you!

Mozena to appear on T.V. Talk Show

Producers of TV Talk Show Host Jon Stewart's The Daily Show have contacted L.A. Mayoral candidate Steve Mozena and asked him to appear on Jon's show. Will TV talk show hosts Larry King, Jay Leno, Bill O'Reilly, Oprah Winfrey, and Regis Philbin follow suit? Time will tell. Do they smell a winner? 

Unfortunately, spineless Jon got cold feet and cancelled interview with Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena.

All Irishmen?

What do President John F. Kennedy, President Ronald Wilson Reagan, President William "Bill" J. Clinton and Steve Mozena have in common? 

They all have Irish ancestry. 

Yes, even Steve Mozena is half-Irish. Steve's mother, Mary Teresa Delaney, was born in Dublin, Ireland. 

Moreover, Steve Mozena is a dual citizen of Ireland and the United States.

Now, will Steve Mozena have the luck of the Irish on April 10th?

Your vote holds the answer. 

Vote Mozena.

Stern Refuses Mozena's Political Commercials!

The Original Article

The self-styled King of All Media and alleged champion of First Amendment rights, Shock Jock Howard Stern, refused to air Los Angeles Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena's radio spots during Howard's show on the local KLSX FM 97.1.

The station called Mozena three times, each time refusing to air his ad.

What does Howard really care most about: the First Amendment, the welfare of Los Angeles or his own bank account? How can he justify this exclusion?

Stern has made a career out of his battle with the FCC over his right to say what he wants. He accuses the FCC of censorship.

But now the boot's on the other foot. It appears that Stern has no interest in the rights of the people of LA to hear from all the candidates who are running for mayor. 

Offbeat character and perennial mayoral candidate Larry Green, who is a regular on Howard's show, agreed to debate Mozena on the show, but Stern's producers have not returned calls from either Green or Mozena.

Now, Los Angeles Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena will only appear on Howard's show for free, and he promises the citizens of Los Angeles he won't remove one article of clothing for Howard!

He's not interested in filling the coffers of a hypocrite who talks about Americans' First Amendment Rights but does little to preserve them for others, only himself.

2006 Update

Howard Stern recently made a much publicized move to satellite radio and was expecting his legions of fans to follow him there, but recent reports suggest that his optimism may have been misplaced. Mozena suggests that maybe his fans discovered the real Howard-a man who is more interested in money than entertaining. His much touted belief in First Amendment rights is far less important to him than his multimillion dollar contract. Or just maybe people are tired of Stern's same ol' sex schtick and think of him now as just a crude, filthy, dirty old man. Maybe he can show some class and move over. It's time for Stern to make way for a younger, wittier new radio host.

To SAG and AFTRA Members: Asner Calls Mozena

Actor Ed Asner telephoned Steve Mozena, a member of SAG and AFTRA, and offered him encouraging words for his campaign. Mozena says that he wants to keep Hollywood in Hollywood, not Canada!

As Ed will tell you, being Mayor of Los Angeles is not a one-man show!

There's an important part for you to play as members of the entertainment community.

Every SAG, AFTRA, WGA, DGA and so forth has a major role in the city of L.A.

You have contributed much to the success of our home. Thanks!

With your help, we can elect a Mayor who understands the greatness L.A. can achieve through the dedication of creative men and women like you.

As Mayor of Los Angeles, I will seek your ideas and input to help restore L.A. My goals are to improve traffic flow in and around town, reduce the city's crime, beautify the city, make our schools the best in the nation, and bring a renewed sense of peace to our neighborhoods.

When the stage is Los Angeles and the cast includes all of our residents, there's no thought of a flop at the box office.

On Tuesday, April 10th, you be the casting director and choose a fellow union member, Steve Mozena, Mayor of Los Angeles.

"Mediagate" Rots Our Democracy!

The rampant spoilage of our democratic system by the television stations covering Los Angeles has gone unchecked. At a time when vital and responsive leadership is needed, slanted news coverage is defeating the American dream. Fifteen candidates for mayor of Los Angeles will appear on the ballot April 10, 2001. Yet the local Los Angeles television stations consistently filter out all but six of these candidates. Nine candidates, brimming with innovative ideas, offering needed solutions and presenting valuable perspectives, are going unheard. This is "Mediagate", the unfortunate decision to exclude qualified candidates, to render them invisible. What a loss for democracy!

Of the nearly 4 million citizens of Los Angeles, only approximately 250,000 voted in the most recent April and June elections. I believe that many more registered voters in our city will be moved to vote when they hear a candidate who speaks to their needs. The problem with Mediagate is that it creates an unfair advantage for the six media-favored candidates, and this advantage increases each time the other nine candidates are not visible. As the other nine are cut out of the picture, they fall farther behind, losing opportunities to gain votes and giving up important ground in their quest for campaign contributions.

How can the television stations exclude candidates from coverage when we have equal time laws? Are the local television stations willing to flaunt the Federal Communications Commission regulators? Do these stations realize that the Federal Communication Commission may revoke their broadcast license or levy a severe fine?

Who can stop the rot in the media? I am willing to blow the whistle and hold the press accountable. I am actively in the process of selecting top legal representation to sue the local television broadcast stations and their parent companies under our equal time laws. I have also opened the door for the local chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) to join in this suit involving the violation of civil rights. I will ask not only for local coverage as provided by the law, but also for monetary compensation sufficient to level the playing field enjoyed by the six media-favored candidates.

I urge all Los Angeles residents to express their outrage and demand fair news coverage for all of the candidates. 

Mayoral Candidate Mozena Issues Chicken Challenge to L.A. TV News Directors: It's Raw Chicken for the Soul!

2006 Update 

Mr. Mozena was incredibly bold in his face off with the local Los Angeles TV broadcast news. But his challenge to the media, in a scandal he dubbed "Mediagate," never received any coverage locally, regionally or nationally.

Mr. Mozena was fired up with indignation about this unequal treatment, and with his nose for news and entertainment, his scintillating mind quickly came up with the idea to pack up the seven full raw chickens he had picked up from Los Angeles' Chinatown and FEDEX them, from the chicken's head to its feet, to the Los Angeles news directors. He enclosed a note which read, "Don't be chicken. Do what's right for the citizens of Los Angeles and report on all 16 mayoral candidates. Observe the 'Equal Time' Law, and the journalist credo that the Public has the Right to Know."

Mr. Mozena then called Dr. Karl Nestvold, who was dean of the journalism school at the University of Oregon in Eugene, Oregon, while Mr. Mozena was studying for his journalism degree. When Mr. Mozena mentioned that he was receiving virtually no TV news coverage for his mayoral run, Dr. Nestvold told him he needed to do something outrageous to get publicity. Mr. Mozena replied that he had already done something outrageous and explained about the chickens. Dr. Nestvold said that was a great move and that he was disappointed with the L.A. news stations. He told Mr. Mozena that if he were still in Eugene he would have definitely received TV news coverage from the Eugene news stations. Press publicity in Eugene would not have been a new experience for Mr. Mozena, since on the day he graduated with a degree in journalism, on June 16, 1985, Eugene's local paper had a full-page spread article about him. He was also featured on front page of the Eugene Register Guard the following day.

One of the news directors at one of the news stations, located in Burbank, California, had a Burbank police officer call Mr. Mozena and ask him if he had in fact mailed a chicken to the news director of the station. Mr. Mozena replied with an unequivocal yes, pointing out that the news director wasn't living up to the law of "Equal Time." Nevertheless, the police officer told him he could have sent a rubber chicken instead. Mr. Mozena said that a rubber chicken wouldn't have gotten the same impact. The police officer then stated that it was two weeks before the package was opened. "Apparently, not only does something smell bad in Denmark, but also in the news departments of Los Angeles news station," Mozena replied. He pointed out that he sent the packages by FEDEX overnight mail, which meant they were urgent and should have been opened upon arrival.

Remember that this took place in early 2001, before 9/11 and the incidents in which anthrax was mailed to news organizations and to members of Congress. In today's climate, given the war on terror and the fear people have of suspicious packages, Mr. Mozena would not have felt able to make his point in such an outlandish way.

However, Mr. Mozena firmly believes that had the media reported honestly on all the candidates in the LA mayoral election of 2001, Hahn or Villaraigosa would likely never have become mayors of Los Angeles. But the voters were denied full and accurate information about all the candidates running in that election, many of whom had something important to offer.

Often in the United States, it is the eccentric characters or out-of-the box thinkers who have the most to offer. A case in point is Bud Clark, the former mayor of Portland and small bar owner. Like Mr. Mozena, he was quite the artist. In fact, he made himself famous by having a photo taken of him "exposing himself" to a bronze nude statue of a pregnant lady on the Portland downtown mall. (The photo was taken from the rear and showed him opening his overcoat wide.) The resulting poster, with the slogan, "Expose Yourself to Art" sold in large numbers worldwide, and Clark even appeared on the Johnny Carson show because of it.

When Clark ran for mayor his campaign slogan was "Whoop, whoop," a cry which was inspired by his pet guinea pig, George Raft. Talk about a lively character. But not only this, Bud Clark turned out to one of the best mayors Portland has ever had.

If the media helped elevate Clark to public prominence with his outrageous stunts, what might have happened had they been honest with the citizens of Los Angeles and kept them informed about Mr. Mozena's campaign? At the very least Mr. Mozena could have had a "chicken in every pot," and at best he would have had a chance to show that he would make a better mayor than the men who have subsequently failed to make headway in dealing with the problems of Los Angeles over the past five years.

Original Article: 

On  February 7th, L.A. Television News Directors Cheryl Fair, Larry Perret, Jeff Wald, Roger Bell, Dennis Herzit, and Nancy Bauer-Gonzales, at approximately 10:00 am, received a raw chicken each, including the head and feet, from L.A. Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena, to symbolize they are Super Chickens if they do not honestly and objectively report under the federal laws of "Equal Time" and "Public Interest" about ALL of the 16 Mayoral Candidates. The public has a right to know each and every L.A. Mayoral Candidate. L.A. News Director Jose Rios of Fox-11 was spared this round because he told Mr. Mozena he would have a news forum for ALL the L.A. mayoral candidates . . . however, Director Rios needs to do it so sooner rather than later.

Mr. Mozena now wants to play chicken with the media. He wants the cockfight. He knows obtaining media news coverage isn't chicken feed. As an educated journalist, a former morning radio personality, and an academic publisher, Mr. Mozena knows the L.A. media is not objectively reporting about the mayoral race. In fact, there is a money strategy in all of the L.A. news media gatekeeping of the "other candidates": the less the local L.A. news media reports about the other candidates, the less exposure the candidates obtain and, in turn, create fewer contributions to their respective campaigns.

The local L.A. News Media has become Publicists for the Rich, Powerful and Privileged rather than News Reporters for the People. L.A. Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena, who has asked the local L.A. news media to report on his e-vision and his mayoral platform for the city of Los Angeles, has received NO TV News coverage. Despite this, the Local L.A. TV News has operated as publicists for the media-selected six mayoral candidates rather than news reporters for the 16 candidates. There are nearly 4 million citizens in Los Angeles and the candidates don't even represent 1 percent of the L.A. city population.

Yet, the LA News Media gives lies and excuses not to interview ALL the other candidates. Quite obviously, this is a case of Subjective rather than Objective Journalism

Under a provision of the 1934 Communications Act, if a broadcast station provides time for one political candidate, it must do so for his or her opponents. This provision-Section 315 of the law-is known as the Equal Time rule. It states, "If any licensee shall permit any person who is a legally qualifiedcandidate for any political office to use a broadcasting station, he shall afford equal opportunities to all other such candidates for that office in the use of such broadcasting station." 

Disney's L.A. ABC-7 Eyewitness News provided a profile for a number of Los Angeles Mayoral Candidates on its news program, but it did not profile ALL the qualified 16 mayoral candidates. Additionally, under these circumstances, is the ABC-7 news organization operating in the Public's Interest under the FCC 1927 Rule? The FCC grants TV stations broadcast licenses and can revoke them. This should happen if the local media doesn't interview ALL of the L.A. Mayoral Candidates. 

Where is even one L.A. TV news journalist with the integrity to interview Mr. Mozena and the "other" L.A. Mayoral Candidates now? 

Surprise! 

You may reach into your home mailbox and discover a flyer from Los Angeles Mayoral Candidate Steve Mozena inside your coupon and savings Val Pak or Promotion Exchange mailers.

Among the coupons for discounted haircuts, car washes, or Internet service providers to free dental or free podiatry exams is a flyer with a photo of candidate Steve Mozena for Mayor of Los Angeles on it, "The Fighter for your better future in Los Angeles," with some of the reasons explaining why Los Angeles City voters should volunteer, contribute and vote for him on April 10, 2001, for Mayor of Los Angeles. Some of the reasons he has listed in the mailer on the flyer are as follows:

1. Mr. Mozena has Creative Ideas and Solutions to City Challenges.

2. Mr. Mozena has been dubbed the "e-mayor" with his vision of the Internet for his academic publishingcompany. See etext.net 

3. Mr. Mozena pledges to draw in members of the collegiate community for his "e-Mayoral" administration as well as implement a cutting-edge computerization program for the city and its citizens.

4. Mr. Mozena's e-vision is to have a web page for all city departments set up as an "open book," where budgets may be readily viewed, expenditures easily found and city bids and awards checked for favoritism towards certain vendors. This will thwart waste and corruption.

5. Mr. Mozena's e-vision for Los Angeles includes online education playing a more important role for children K-12, with students going to class with others from all over the world, creating a diverse education. In addition, students would not be judged on how they look, but on their work. 

6. Mr. Mozena wants to beautify Los Angeles and create a "Shangri L.A." to make the citizens of Los Angeles proud of their city as well as increase tourism for Los Angeles and Hollywood. 

7. Mr. Mozena wants to empower ALL citizens and help ALL people from the homeless to the wealthy to have a better quality of life in Los Angeles. In fact, big-hearted Mr. Mozena is working to help a homeless man get signed with a major record label for a song the homeless man wrote and sings about the love of humanity. 

8. Mr. Mozena believes smaller is better. Localized neighborhood control of police, education and maintenance to the point of creating new cities to thwart waste and corruption. If neighborhoods aren't empowered with their fair and equitable distribution of the resources from the city of Los Angeles, then Mr. Mozena believes they, the neighborhoods, should be allowed to become their own chartered cities.

9. Mr. Mozena wants to create Citizen-Owned Sports Teams. If Los Angeles citizens subsidize the sports stadiums and arenas, then L.A. citizens should profit from the teams, for example, the proposed a L.A. Football team.

A Computer in Every Los Angeles Household

VENICE, CA - "A computer in every Los Angeles household and a personal web page for every individual," says mayoral candidate Steve Mozena during his campaign to be the "e-man," the "e-candidate" and the "e-mayor" for the future of Los Angeles.

Mozena, who saw the vision of the electronic world back before the Web was "hip", created the first electronic college academic publishing company in 1994. See etext.net

He pledges to draw in members of the collegiate community for his "e-Mayoral" administration as well as implement a cutting-edge computerization program for the city and its citizens.

Mozena's e-vision is to have a web page for all city departments set up as an "open book," where budgets may be readily viewed, expenditures easily found and city bids and awards checked for favoritism towards certain vendors, moreover, the ability to spot waste and corruption.

His e-vision for Los Angeles includes online education playing a more important role for children K-12, with students going to class with others from all over the world, creating a diverse education. In addition, students would not be judged on how theylook, but on their work.

African-American Entrepreneur Allen Suggs has seen Mozena as someone willing to help a person with a dream. Suggs, an artist who creates gift items such as bracelets and rings out of craft wire, felt he might get "left behind" with technology and asked Mozena how he could obtain a web site for his wirebike company.

To his delight, Mozena gave him exact advice on starting his company. Suggs said the company is now on the web at wirebike.com, and credits Mozena for his success.

Suggs said, "You're the e-man! You helped me get started on the web with all the answers! You have my vote for mayor. You're the e-mayor Mozena for Los Angeles!"

Rooftop Windmills: A Creative Solution to the California Energy Crisis

I have proposed through the Los Angeles TV News Media a long-term solution to the California energy crunch.

The solution is to create self-sufficient energy homes with Rooftop Windmills and Roof Solar Power. Remember TV antennas and now dishes? In a similar way, we can create self-sufficient energy homes and have rooftop "windmill antennas" on new homes.

How can this be done?

Create a new law to have home developers install these windmills with energy storage tanks with ALL new houses along with the roof solar power system.

Additionally, when an existing home is sold, legislate the windmill-solar system must be installed in the residence before the sale is complete. 

This is Just one of many of Mozena's creative ideas and solutions to California's Challenges.

Additionally, I'd work with Mexican President Vincente Fox to build a couple of additional power plants in Mexico for a twofold reason: First, to employ the Mexican labor with the construction of the plants and its eventual operation. Second, to provide electricity to Mexican citizens as well as sell the extra energy to the state of California for its citizens.

Mozena Challenges City of Los Angeles to Make Tinseltown Shine!

Dear L.A. Citizen: 

Below is a list of the six media-favored candidates. However, there are actually 16 candidates.

The media believes you need to hold a prior political office to be mayor of Los Angeles even though nowhere on the application are certain job qualifications required. Nevertheless, I have met all of the necessary requirements to be a qualified candidate for mayor of L.A. For example, I have gathered enough verified L.A. voter signatures at the Costco on the Westside and Valley to be placed on the ballot. Do you really want these politicians below who have given us the $200 million toxic-waste Belmont School? Do you really want these politicians below who gave the LAPD Rampart Scandal? Do you really want politicians below who have caused our city to divide itself? I believe your answer is NO!

Or do you want the Maverick Man Mayor Mozena for Los Angeles who has almost single-handedly cleaned up his community? YES! Steve Mozena will get your trees trimmed, your potholes filled, your public restrooms cleaned, and he'll bring honest government to Los Angeles by posting the city finances to the Internet.

Vote Mayor Steve Mozena for Los Angeles.

 

Mayor Mozena for Los Angeles is not afraid to post 6 media-favored Los Angeles Mayoral Candidates on his web site. Are these candidates scared to give Mayor Mozena for L.A.'s web site address on their respective web sites? 

Jim Hahn: The Hahn Political Dynasty? Does he really deserve the Mayoral job because his daddy was an L.A. politician? African-Americans don't owe Hahn the vote. Do you really want another lawyer running our government? Is South Central really any better because of Jimmy's dad Kenny? African-Americans know the truth.

Joel Wachs: Do we need this egghead running our government? We need someone with a better personality to run our city of entertainment. Do we really need another attorney running our government?

Antonio Villaraigosa: Can we really trust a person who helped Drug Kingpin Carlos Vignali get a pardon? Villaraigosa first contacted the White House in 1996, telling the White House he was "convinced" that Vignali was falsely linked to the drug ring and that a Minnesota jury convicted him through "guilt by association." Will Villaraigosa be a mayor for just the Latinos? Why doesn't Villaraigosa ask for pardons for African Americans? Do you really want to vote for him because he is aLatino or the best person for the job? Say no to bigotry. Do you really want Villaraigosa-one of the candidates responsible for excluding the other 9 qualified mayoral candidates from forums and debates? I smell a rat. 

Steve Soboroff: Do we really need another rich guy running our city? He's a liar! On his yard signs and on his broadcast ads, he says he's not a politician. He was the President of the City of L.A. Recreation and Parks' Commission. His failures for my community is one of the reasons I'm in this race. Do you really want a mayor who can buy himself into City Hall?

Xavier Becerra: Here is another person whose trustworthiness is doubtful. Can we really trust anyone who helped Drug Kingpin Carlos Vignali get a pardon? Becerra's letter to Clinton, sent in November of last year, describes Vignali's parents as "dear friends" who believed that their son simply loaned money to a friend and "unwittingly" became connected with the ring. Will Becerra be a mayor for just the Latinos? Why doesn't Becerra ask for pardons for African Americans, or any other nationality for that matter? Do you really want to vote for him because he is a Latino or the best person for the job? Say no to bigotry. And, say no, to another attorney running our goverment with his legal language.

Kathleen Connell: Do we need a number cruncher running a city of four million PEOPLE? Do we really want someone as mayor who is more concerned with money than PEOPLE?

   

The Golden Boot?

Can our city of Los Angeles run more efficiently?

Do we need to install a new attitude for city management and its workers?

Can they be more productive?

I offer a solution.

My solution is to give a "Golden Firm Handshake" for City management and workers with over 20 years of service, although some of those experienced city management and employees, we will maintain as paid consultants until a full transition has been made, and perhaps beyond.

Civic Duty. Civic Pride.

A "Golden Firm Handshake" is an incentive money and benefit package offered to city management and employees with more than 20 years of service to retire from city service early.

Who knows, maybe we could extend this package to city management and staff with more than 10 years of service.

I would like to shake this Los Angeles figurative orange tree and free it, that is, our city, from all the rotten and ripe oranges, so as to cultivate those not yet spoiled or ripened oranges with a new attitude and work ethic for the city of Los Angeles.

Certainly, this isn't meant to be a penalty for service from those experienced and loyal city management and employees. The purpose is to create a new atmosphere and better productivity in the city's operation.

As citizens, our city trees should be trimmed within a year's request.

Our city street potholes and cracks should be fixed within a year's time.

Ten-year cycles are not acceptable, especially in this economic boom.

These are just two of the ten citizen requests. Why aren't they being addressed  with action rather than political rhetoric?

Are you tired of seeing city management talking about working, but not managing?

You see city workers standing around, but not working.

Why?

First, one of the reasons for the city management and employee work apathy is city management. Workers know they can’t be easily fired for unsatisfactory job performance.

So, it’s time to make a citywide change in management and worker policy.

Let’s begin to challenge our public sector management and workers.

If the private sector can do the job better, faster and cheaper, send it to bid and contract out the work.

We need new blood, a new attitude, and new internal competition.

Working for the city shouldn't be a prison sentence with benefits, where management and workers are just doing their time.

It's work.

The city should create a universal Golden Firm Handshake and ask city management and staff with more than 20 years’ service to retire and accept the golden handshake for their years of city service.

In the meantime, the city should encourage new blood and new ideas to manage the city.

The city can be more productive.

The first action is,  out with the old and in with the new.

Stop Failing the Children
To Whom It May Concern:

I support Proposition 74, which makes it easier to dismiss teachers who do not perform satisfactorily.

Judging by the low educational standards in California, there must be a lot of incompetent teachers. It is time they were held accountable.

If you don't believe me, just conduct a little experiment.

Give anyone who had an education K- 12 in the California public school system a short general knowledge and basic skills quiz. You can make up your own questions or use some of mine: 

Who was the first President of the United States? 

When was the American Civil War fought? 

What is the theory of the separation of powers? 

What is 12 x 12? 

What is the largest planet in our solar system? 

In what continent is Pakistan? 

Who wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn? 

Who was Albert Einstein? 

If the person scores less than five correct answers, vote yes to Proposition 74.

We keep throwing good money at a failing educational system. The California legislature and the California lottery both allocate large sums of money to education.

Who is receiving all this money? Failing administrators and teachers who are getting annual pay raises and pensions?

For what? 

Turning out high school graduates who do not know enough to compete in the world of work?

We taxpayers are being taken for a ride, and it is time it stopped, because our children are the victims. They are the ones who are being cheated. 

A poor education can mean a lifetime of struggle and economic deprivation. Years lost during grade school and high school can be very hard to make up in later life. 

Remember, as you think about how you are going to vote on Proposition 74, that this state ranks 46th in the nation in terms of how well we educate our students.

There is not much further down to go.

We have tried it the way of the teachers and their unions. 

Now let's try it the Prop 74 way.

Make teachers accountable.

Let's stop failing the children.

Corporation Shareholders Should Not Vote on Political Campaign Contributions
To Whom It May Concern:

Proposition 75, a ballot measure in the November 8 special election, would prohibit public-employee unions from using dues for political purposes without written consent from members.

Although I support Proposition 75, it does reveal Schwarzenegger's bias in favor of corporate interests. After all, corporations regularly spend money on political causes without asking permission from their shareholders.

Statistics show that in the federal election of 2004, business interests outspent unions by a staggering 24 to 1.

Its important to level the playing field for all, so I am in favor of drawing up another ballot initiative that bans corporations from donating monies to any political campaign without the shareholders voting on it.

But I think we can go even better than that. I would prefer it if no organization, whether corporation, union or other bureaucratic entity, was allowed to donate to political campaigns.

There should be a federal law that allows only individual citizens-real identifiable human beings rather than faceless organizations-to donate to campaigns.

Moreover, under such a law, if any organization was shown to have used its financial resources to influence the way people vote—even if it persuaded just one individual—the penalty should be jail and/or a stiff fine.

In addition, the American people deserve to know exactly where political donations come from.

I favor a law that would mandate the posting of all campaign finances to the Internet, every day. This would be an eye-opener for the public, who for the first time would be able to see exactly how a political campaign is financed, and what the money is spent on.

Posting the finances is a measure that should be adopted at all levels and functions of government, not merely for election campaigns. I cite in support of this proposition an editorial from earlier this year in the Journal-Standard, a newspaper in Freeport, Illinois.

The editorial argued that a post the finances system would go a long way to mitigate the enabling activities of government agencies and their accounting methods that too often serve to either obscure various expenses or needlessly delay reporting them to ensure individual lawmakers can't be connected to political favors, votes, appointments and other efforts to reward an outside benefactor.

In the meantime, I would like to remind Governor Schwarzenegger, who has endorsed Proposition 75, that as governor of the state he should serve everyone equally.

He should not favor corporations over unions. He should use his power to help everyone equally. 

He should help the many, not the few. 

The State of California, a Subsidiary of the Disney Corp?
To Whom It May Concern:

Is the State of California’s tourism on the brink of extinction? 

Are nearby mom and pop businesses on the verge of bankruptcy because of the lack of tourism to such California landmarks, from the Golden Gate Bridge to California’s Yosemite National Park to well-known destinations like Hollywood and Venice Beach because the state, counties, and cities can’t afford to keep a safe and friendly environment for families to visit these areas? 

Therefore, corporate businesses create theme parks like Disney’s new “California Adventure.”

Moreover, are mom, dad and their families on the edge of insolvency because what once were safe, friendly and FREE California landmarks and locations to visit for them and their children are no longer family-friendly? 

Therefore, now, mom and dad will need to pay hundreds or even thousands of dollars to show their children the rich beauty of the State of California at a corporate theme park.

This isn’t right.

California’s state, county and city leaders should help save our tourism dollars for our mom and pop stores and save mom and dad from having to shell out hundreds or even thousands of dollars for their children to see California at a theme park rather than the “real” California. 

These same civic leaders should make sure it’s FREE or relatively inexpensive and safe for families to continue to visit Hollywood, Venice Beach, the Golden Gate Bridge, and Yosemite National Park rather than spend money in a controlled and safe corporate environment. 

Keep mom and pop businesses thriving! Keep Mom and Dad solvent. 

And do it for the children. 

L.A. County's One Billion Dollar Windfall

To Whom It May Concern:

L.A. County is lucky to have a windfall of a billion dollars. I hope we won't be spendthrifts and waste it.

We are told that it came from grants and rising property taxes. I wonder how much was due to the sales tax on gasoline, which must have brought in a lot of money-at the expense of ordinary citizens.

I would like to see exactly how this windfall came about. Let's shine a light on all L.A. County finances by posting them to the Internet on a daily basis. See postthefinances.com

Then we'll all be able to see what percentage of this unexpected bonus was due to sound financial management and what accumulated due to increases in property taxes.

The County Supervisors cannot now have the excuse that they do not have any money to install Post the Finances, the cost of which is trivial when compared to how much taxpayer money it would save.

I would also like to see this unexpected income used to standardize and streamline all accounting systems used by the county.

Finally, the county should use a small amount of the money to fix something that has been much on my mind lately.

Over the past several years, I have purchased at the Los Angeles County office in Norwalk, California, a couple of CDs of all registered voters. I bought one CD specifically for a list of registered voters in the city of Los Angeles, and the other, which I purchased more recently, for the city of Carson registered voters.

Both CDs were wildly inaccurate.

Some people who had moved out of the county were still in the database; some of the phone numbers were wrong.

My sister hasn't lived at my home for more than a year but she appears to be still registered here, as well as in her new location in San Francisco.

Another person who became registered at my home two years ago is still on the rolls and has election material sent to her at my address. But she does not live here, and never has.

Come, on, who is doing the electronic maintenance of voter information?

Surely we can do a better job. Why should we accept sub-standard performance in our government?

Oh, that's just the government is a frequent excuse I hear.

But we don't accept inefficiency in the private sector, so why should we in the public sector?

The old saying, garbage in, garbage out, applies here. If the voter database is inaccurate to begin with, what does that say about the integrity of our elections?

I would like to know who is responsible for this poor performance. I also suggest a strategy that would reduce the inaccuracy of these lists.

We need to make a firm policy about voter registration.

I suggest that nonvoters be purged from the database every two years. That will prevent them staying on the list in spite of the fact that they have moved elsewhere. Voters need to take some share of responsibility for registering to vote and so keeping the information up to date and accurate.

If we want to be a little more generous, we could purge the rolls every five years rather than two, so that people who only vote in the presidential election remain in the database.

We need to standardize the system nationally by which voter registrations are recorded and stored.

The way things are at the moment, I wonder how many other people are registered to vote in more than one place.

Such anomalies raise the possibility of people being able to vote twice or even three times in the same election.

We must be more vigilant in guarding the integrity of our democracy.

I call on the County of Los Angeles to clean up this electronic trash before the next election. Otherwise, we may need to replace our elected officials with people who will establish a higher standard of accuracy in our voter rolls.

We also need to watch carefully how our Board of Supervisors spends the billion-dollar windfall that has fallen to the county. A fool and his money are soon parted goes the old saying. 

Let's make sure that our Board of Supervisors do not bring the ways of fools into the fiscal management of the county.

Be an Angel, Spread Your Wings with an Angel Pin of Los Angeles
To Whom It May Concern:

Los Angeles is home to millions of people who are drawn to its beautiful climate and diverse cultural offerings. 

However, because of the impact of racial violence, gang activity, drive-by shootings, drugs and so many other negative influences, our city, at times, seems more like a Hell than a Heaven.

The citizens of Los Angeles can win back our City of the Angels, one angel at a time. 

Spread your wings and let your dreams for a better Los Angeles take flight! 

Wealth, power, and celebrity can be good things but it is the personal commitment that each of us makes to improve the quality of life that can have the most profound impact.

With Faith, Hope, and Charity directed toward creating constructive change, each person becomes truly powerful and effective. 

Using these qualities, people can make powerful statements and have a positive impact on their communities.

That's why I created a powerful new symbol: the Los Angeles Angel Pin.

The Los Angeles Angel Pin depicts three angels, known in Spanish as Fe, Esperanza and Caridad, and in English as Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

In the three qualities represented by these angels lies the promise of revitalizing Los Angeles and preserving the personal commitment that each of us has for the future of our city and county.

Wear this pin with pride and as a symbol of your commitment to community service and the qualities that will make our city truly great!

Spread your wings and join us in displaying a belief in the power of the individual who possesses the qualities of Faith, Hope, and Charity.

Spread your wings! Get involved!

By proudly wearing your Angel Pin, you can display your commitment to making Los Angeles—the City of the Angels—a better place.

In order to symbolize your commitment to the dream of revitalizing Los Angeles and restoring confidence in our city and county, wear your pin with pride on your suit lapel, jacket, blouse, hat, tie, or collar. 

The Angel Pin's mission is to get the message of Faith, Hope and Charity out to people across the city and county of Los Angeles.

Serve your community by donating your time or financial resources to a charity group, organize or support a sports or education program for local youth, volunteer as a literacy tutor, support your local politicians or become a member of local community councils.

It does matter what you do. 

Get involved with something you are passionate about! 

Together, we can improve our neighborhoods and our Los Angeles!

We believe that knowledge is power! 

There are many things that will allow the citizens of Los Angeles to become better educated about our city and county. 

This is an important step on the road to realizing our dream. 

One measure that could make a huge difference, for example, is for public agencies to be made accountable to those whom they serve.

If the financial records of public agencies were available on the Internet, all citizens would have the opportunity to see how and where their tax dollars are spent. See postthefinances.com

Public disclosure of financial records will also help to thwart corruption and waste and redirect the funds to support the dream of creating better communities. 

To support the posting of financial records on the Web, please sign the online petition requesting that every public agency for the State of California post ALL income and expenditures on their respective Web site.

There are many examples of community leadership at work; we have already served our community by cleaning up Venice Beach, giving the homeless a chance to help themselves and their neighbors, and working to educate students.

Are you visiting Los Angeles? 

Get an Angel Pin to show your solidarity with Angelenos working to turn their dream of a heavenly city into a reality.

But displaying a symbol of your Faith, Hope, and Charity is only the first step in spreading your wings. 

The real demonstration of your commitment is the action you take.

For more information, please e-mail us at mozena@mozena.com

Action is key.

Listed below are actions you can take to make a difference for Los Angeles:

1. Call either the City of Los Angeles City or Los Angeles County and ask for your representative to support posting all income and expenditures on the World Wide Web. All citizens have the right to accountability from their elected representatives. If you are unable to call, visit the Los Angeles City web site, at lacity.org, or  the Los Angeles County site, at co.la.ca.us, and look up the e-mail addresses of your governmental leaders and send them an e-mail. 

2. Either send a postcard to Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa of Los Angeles or e-mail or write a letter and let your voice be heard to him.

3. Get involved in your community you by volunteering. See the Los Angeles City or County web sites. In fact, you can get involved in local chapters of the following: Here are some web sites for your review and research: 

Special Olympics, a  non-profit sports organization serving people with disabilities. See specialolympics.org

Reading is Fundamental of Southern California, a nonprofit organization helping people learn how to read: rifsocal.org.

Red Cross, a volunteer-based organization to help people in disastrous situations around the world. See redcross.com. See also la-volunteer.org

American Cancer Society. A volunteer organization to help those affected by the disease of cancer. See cancer.org

Assistance League of Southern California, an organization offering community services in the Los Angeles area and helping people of all ages. See assistanceleaguesocal.org

Standardize All Computer Hardware and Software for State of California
To Whom It May Concern:

Governor Schwarzenegger's last movie as a non-politician was Terminator 3: The Rise of theMachines.

Let's hope that the Rise of the Machines is about to take place in California. His first executive order arising from his California Performance Review is for the consolidation of the state's two largest computer centers.

I hope the state government gets this one right. Otherwise it will be millions, if not billions, of dollars down the drain.

My recommendation is simple: standardize all computer hardware and software.

Multi-billion dollar companies like General Motors, Chevron, Proctor and Gamble, Coca Cola, Budweiser, and so forth standardize their computer systems because they must be able to meet their customer needs quickly and efficiently and at the same time pass the scrutiny of internal auditors and outside auditors like the I.R.S.

All hardware used by state government, such as computers, printers and scanners, should be manufactured by the same company, HP/Compaq for example. This would make future upgrades easy, and it would also be easy to switch to a new manufacturer, if warranted, in an open bidding process.

All software should be standardized. 

Once these standardized conditions are established, the computer conversion should be done department by department, agency by agency.

For example, start with the Department of Motor Vehicles, complete the conversion entirely and move on to the California Lottery and so on.

Ultimately, this standardization would be a good time to make sure that all the finances are posted to the web on a daily basis. See postthefinances.com. This would enable all California taxpayers to audit government finances every day.

Additionally, the Governor and State Legislature should be networked to the entire State of California computer system, so they can see everything at a glance for legislative and auditing purposes.

Finally, in case of earthquake or other natural disaster, or even terrorist attacks on California’s information system, all computer data should be safeguarded on two automatic backups of the system. These should be in at least two different locations, one in California, the other out of the state. It should be done on a half-hour basis. Additionally two backup sets should compile all California computer data daily, archiving it in perpetuity at the two separate locations. So, if necessary, the information can be easily accessed for any need or project.

If this conversion is done correctly, it could make the California Information Highway not only the best in the world but a model for others states and even nations.

Rise of the Machines? Let’s hope so.

California Non-Partisan Legislature?
To Whom It May Concern:

Governor Schwarzenegger has recently been floating the idea of a part-time California State Legislature. 

This is a good idea, but let's take it one step further. Let‚s seriously consider making the California Legislature nonpartisan.

Partisan politics no longer serves the common good. It polarizes every issue. Each party automatically opposes what the other party proposes,

regardless of the merits of the respective policies. 

Meanwhile, the citizens suffer because nothing effective gets done on vital issues such as job growth and healthcare.

Even Governor Schwarzenegger, with the goodwill that surrounds a new governor, had to go through all kinds of circus contortions in order to work with the Democratic Legislature.

There has to be a better way.

The state of Nebraska has had a nonpartisan legislature since 1934, and it has served the state well. Nonpartisan means that a candidate's political party is not listed on the election ballot. There is one primary for all candidates, not separate Republican and Democratic primaries. And the leadership in the legislature is not based on party affiliation.

In the state of Oregon, a state senator has filed an initiative petition to do away with political party designations in the legislature. In fact, in 1999, Governor Jesse Ventura proposed a nonpartisan, unicameral legislature for Minnesota, which had a nonpartisan system from 1913 until 1973.

Could nonpartisan legislatures be the way of the future? Amongst voters, party affiliations are on the wane and the number of independents is rising. So maybe we should respond to this trend by creating a California nonpartisan legislature. 

If party affiliations no longer mattered, politicians would be forced to think more deeply about their positions. 

They would have more freedom to respond flexibly to each issue. At the moment, too many politicians automatically adopt rigid ideological positions because they feel they have to follow the party line.

But following the party line is too often a road to nowhere. Let’s encourage our legislature to get back on the road that’s best for all Californians, not just those who wear the label of Democrat or Republican.

When people start thinking for themselves, rather than as party loyalists, who knows what miracles may happen?

Maybe we could get an innovative idea like Post the Finances. See postthefinances.com

Tear Down this Wall?

To Whom It May Concern:

“Tear down this wall!” said President Reagan on a visit to Germany in the 1980s. And it wasn't long before the Berlin Wall came tumbling down.

Now it's time to tear down another wall and stop building any new ones, which I call the Great Wall of California. 

These are the 12-foot high sound walls on both sides of the freeways, which are built on top of the 2-foot barriers that already enclose our freeways.

Is this where gas tax money is being used to improve the quality of life for residents, or do the funds come from our state taxes? Apparently the state has already spent $120 million to build 150 miles of these walls, which is only 50 miles less than all other states combined. Another 126 miles of walls are in the works.

I'm no physicist, but with the freeway basically enclosed now, don't the sound waves travel up and send the noise down a couple of blocks where people likely paid more for their homes?

Also, the freeways around California cities are supposed to entice customers to take an exit and use the city's stores, get gas or food, increasing the tax base for the cities. But now, with these huge iron-curtain type walls, motorists/customers can't even see any of their options to spend their money.

Just as a shopping mall tries to grab the attention of potential customers with its walkways in front of the stores, so signs on freeways should attract passing motorists as potential customers. But now there is nothing to grab their attention because the signs are hidden behind enormous fortress-type walls. We can't see the signs for Chevron and Shell or Burger King and McDonald's.

I have other concerns too. Even though the walls have been reinforced by rebar, if there is an earthquake here in California, isn't there a chance that drivers on the freeway will be entombed by piles of cinder block?

Finally, what a beautiful canvas these walls will make for taggers to vandalize with graffiti. They have already begun. Great. I hope we have in the works ivy and honeysuckle to grow over these Alcatraz-like walls.

What would you rather see as you drive on the freeways in California: nicely landscaped areas with a rainbow of flowers, shrubs, and trees, along with signs for the various consumer options like Chevron, Shell, McDonald's and Burger King, or huge walls soon to be covered by graffiti?

We should stop building these walls now.

It seems to me they were started only because some people in state government had a lot of our tax money to waste, spent little time thinking about the ramifications, and needed to spend the money to protect their budget.

I ask state government not to waste our money just because they are getting a windfall from sales tax on gas. Since we don't need these walls, give us a tax refund or lower our gas prices.

Let's spend the money on something useful, such as repaving our roads, fixing our potholes, constructing pedestrian and bicycle lanes, relieving traffic congestion, and doing necessary highway construction work. 

No more walls for California, and let's tear down the newly installed freeway walls we have.

New California Raffle-Lottery?
To Whom It May Concern:

When the jackpot for the California State Lottery reached 100 million dollars recently, I bought a lottery ticket at my local 7-11 store in Carson.

Although I would love to be the sole winner of that kind of jackpot, who wouldn’t? 

Perhaps we should spread the wealth by creating a new lottery system: the California Raffle-Lottery.

Whenever the Lottery jackpot reaches a magic number, say, $25 million, each person’s ticket would become an entry in the raffle. At this point, California Raffle-Lottery officials would no longer be picking six numbers. Rather, they would be using already-existing tracking numbers on the lottery tickets to select winners. 

This new raffle-lottery system would create a winner for every million dollars of lottery money. For example, a $ 25-million jackpot would create twenty-five millionaires. 

Let’s turn the “poor-man’s tax” into a system for creating more rich people. In other words, let’s spread the wealth. 

And finally, since we don’t want to trust to chance the quality of our schools, which are funded in part by Lottery money, let’s post all the Lottery Commission’s daily revenues and expenditures to the World Wide Web. See postthefinances.com

Gambling the Future of Our Children's Education with California Lottery Money

I recently spoke to two knowledgeable women about the so-called "100 percent pass through" rate for funds allocated to social and educational programs.

It seems that much of the money is tied up in administrative costs and does not reach the 

intended recipients. One example we discussed was the California Lottery. Both women were concerned about how much of the income generated actually gets "passed through" to education. Of course, the California Lottery was intended to supplement the general education fund, not to be the sole source of income for schools. Nevertheless, the 

contribution and importance to education of the Lottery can still be considerable.

Another issue we discussed was how lottery money could be used to supplement low-income, inner city areas where property taxes are lower and therefore produce less revenue for the schools. I mentioned that if the Post the Finances initiative passed, we would be able to monitor all of the state's income and expenditures for the Lottery on a 

daily basis. We could exert pressure to ensure that most of the money gets passed through to the schools where it will do most good. If you have similar stories, or issues you feel might be clarified or improved by "Post the Finances," please feel free to email me. 

Fat Chance?
To Whom It May Concern:

Governor Schwarzenegger and our California legislators are trying to replace the junk food in our schools with healthy snacks. 

I’m all for it.

But the missing element is exercise—not only for kids but for all of us.

How can we encourage this?

With wider sidewalks and bike paths. 

Let’s get all Southern Californians out of their Hollywood Homes and their California Castles and onto the sidewalks and bike paths. 

Bike paths could be easily made adjacent to all sidewalks, with road stripping and signs, throughout all neighborhoods and business districts. 

Southern California has a unique opportunity to create an intercounty bike path. 

That would help us to battle the current outrageous gas prices and get healthier at the same time. With bike paths and sidewalks, we, as residents of Southern

California, would be able to get anywhere in the locality by bike. Los Angeles County, Riverside County, Orange County, Ventura County and even San Diego County should all be connected by bike paths.

As our cities grow, we should require developers to make 72-inch sidewalks, so all families can walk side by side, not to mention new parents with their baby strollers, the disabled with walkers, the handicapped in wheelchairs, and the elderly on their scooters. 

We should also make bike paths around the cities and along freeways and the channels.

Our shopping malls, strip malls, grocery stores, parks and schools should accommodate us with plenty of bike racks. 

We need to get everyone out walking and biking in our neighborhoods, cities and counties. 

We in Southern California are fortunate in having a year-round climate that enables us to do this. 

Just maybe, if we work at it, we can rid ourselves of the negative stereotype of the “Fat American,” and shape up to the image that Hollywood has long had of Southern California: a land of the lean, the healthy, and the tanned. 

Just give us those bike paths and wider sidewalks, and we’ll get the job done. 

Girlie Men?
To Whom It May Concern:

Girlie men? Arnold will probably be taking flak for quite a while for this jab at his Democratic opponents.

If people object to the term, how about childish behavior as a substitute?

This schoolyard politics hurts everyone in California.

Senate Pro Tem John Burton (D-San Francisco) seems to be running for the title of school bully or child-in-charge. 

I couldn't help but laugh when I saw in the newspaper the photo of Burton's sign on his cappuccino machine stating “Closed until further notice.” 

Doesn't this reinforce the stereotype of girlie men? Do real men drink cappuccino? I don't think so. Real men drink rot-gut black coffee.

The Democratic leaders are playing schoolyard politics: I'm not going to let you play with my toys because you won't let me play with yours.

This flap over semantics is stupid. Remember the old adage, sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me?

Lighten up!

Democratic leaders need to show that they are adults who can meet important deadlines, and who can show some discipline.

If not, it's time for the adults to step in. Come on, Senator Burton, live up to your representative responsibilities.

In adult life, we always have to compromise. No one gets everything they want.

So don't be a child. Pass the budget. It's already overdue.

Then the State of California can get on with its business and you can share your cappuccino again with Arnold.

 Is 13 Really an Unlucky Number?

To Whom It May Concern:

Thirteen seems to be an unlucky number for 13 Filipino seamen.

I want to bring your attention to the plight of these seamen who are being detained by the United States Attorney's Office in California. They are being held as material witnesses to a criminal case against the officers of the Greek cargo ship on which they served.

These 13 men, who have been offered temporary accommodation in Carson, are not permitted to leave the country until the trial is over. No one knows when this will be.

The men have already been detained for months and have endured harsh treatment by U.S. authorities.

Last November, they were restrained with shackles and leg irons when they were transported from the Holiday Inn in San Pedro, California, to the United States District Court in Los Angeles. How inhumane this treatment was for the husbands and fathers who just wanted to provide for food and shelter for their families.

These men are faced with an uncertain future and they are worried about their families.

It will be difficult for them to find jobs when they return home. In the Philippines, jobs are scarce anyway, and now these men surely will be blacklisted for agreeing to testify against their employers. But what choice did they have when faced with the super power of the United States? They are not accused of any crime themselves.

This is a sad case. Many of the men are married with children, and have at the moment scarce means of supporting their families.

They are not allowed to find employment to support themselves unless they are issued with Social Security cards.

The issuing of these cards would enable them legally to find work in this country during their detention here. They do not want to break the law and take jobs that pay cash, under the table, like the multitude of day laborers who line the streets in front of moving companies or Home Depots in Southern California.

Three Social Security cards have so far been issued. The U.S. government should expedite the applications for the remaining ten.

The slow wheels of bureaucracy should turn faster in the name of compassion.

These men are guests in our country, and we should treat them as such.

There has been much help forthcoming from the Filipino community in Carson and elsewhere. A friend of mine has been active in making sure these men are well taken care of.

But now the government needs to shed its impersonal mask and help these men to survive.

They are just regular guys trying to earn a living and they deserve our support.

Let's break the curse of 13 and make it a lucky number for them by showing the U.S. Government has compassion by issuing the 10 additional cards now.

Fiscal Weapon of Mass Destruction
To Whom It May Concern: 

Ousting Governor Gray Davis may be only a short-term solution to California’s fiscal and budgetary woes. 

His possible replacement, the Terminator, Arnold Schwarzenegger, will no doubt use his pen like a weapon of mass destruction to wipe out excess state spending. 

But even this may be too little too late unless other measures are taken as well.

Ultimately, what will rescue California from its financial quagmire is a simple measure made possible by the rise of computers and information technology. 

The Terminator 3 movie title says it so eloquently: The Rise of the Machines.

The long-range solution is for all levels of California government to post daily all of their finances to their respective websites. This simple measure will help control state spending, trim fat, and possibly even reduce taxes by keeping all the State’s finances in plain view of the citizenry. 

 Posting a “money trail” will provide a previously unheard of degree of accountability. 

It will create what we badly need in government: fiscal honesty.

To this end, I am launching a Post the Finances ballot initiative. See postthefinances.com

The aim of this petition is to have the initiative appear on the November, 2004, California ballot.

About two years ago and subsequently several more times since then, I contacted Governor Davis, as well as all California State legislators, requesting them to consider adopting the Post the Finances idea. 

I received no response. 

It is not only Governor Davis who should be facing recall, but the state legislature as well for their inaction to the Post the Finances idea.

Often the best solutions to problems are simple ones, so simple that at first many people do not take them seriously. 

Then a generation or so later, people wonder, how did we ever do it differently? 

I believe this will be true of the Post the Finances initiative. 

Our current predicament calls for innovative solutions. Here is one such solution. 

Let’s terminate this fiscal mismanagement.

This initiative of Post the Finances is a Fiscal Weapon of Mass Destruction.

The “Rise of the Machines,” the computer and information technology, is here. 

Now is the time to Post the Finances. 

Mudslinging from Tinsel Town
To Whom It May Concern:

The Los Angeles mayoral election has degenerated into sordid mudslinging about which candidate's money is the dirtiest.

Is this the way to elect a mayor?

Is this the way to showcase Los Angeles and Tinsel Town for the eyes of the nation?

Is this the way to address the city's problems?

There has to be a better way. And there is.

When I ran as an outsider for Mayor of Los Angeles in 2001, I developed a plan that addressed the corrosive issue of financial corruption in politics once and for all. 

The plan is called Post the Finances, postthefinances.com, and it calls for posting all government finances, at local, state and federal level, to the Web every day. It's as easy as online banking. It would also include posting all campaign finances.

I have been promoting Post the Finances ever since my Los Angeles mayoral run, and it is high time that the power brokers and politicians in California took it seriously.

Posting the finances will put an end to waste and corruption, because all financial dealings will be available daily for all citizens to view. Residents will be able to see for themselves where all the money comes from and how it has been spent.

Moreover, Posting the Finances is easy to do. Each city department would be responsible for uploading its financial information to the Web every day with a few taps on the computer keyboard. It would appear as a simple online checkbook, with all transactions laid out clearly, with search functions.

Over the past five years, I've contacted numerous politicians and elected officials, in Los Angeles, in California, and the nation, and explained the idea to them. Candidates Hahn and Villaraigosa know about Post the Finances. I also wrote to the entire Los Angeles City Council about it. Governor Schwarzenegger and his staff are aware of it, and I have also informed Senator Feinstein and Senator Boxer.

Everyone agrees that the idea is an excellent one, but so far no one has been willing to take the plunge and publicly come out in favor of it.

Why not? I would like to know.

Those who claim to be serving the public interest should be seen to be doing so. What have they to hide?

Financial transparency favors the honest.

As this Los Angeles mayoral campaign enters its final days, we have all had enough of this debasing spectacle of negative ads, of charges and counter-charges.

As citizens, we should call for an end to all pay-to-play systems set up by corrupt politicians, as well as illegal fundraising activities.

Let's bring some sunshine into these dark corners of our political processes, and Post the Finances for honesty and accountability.

It's the only way to do it.

I call on both candidates, Mayor James Hahn and Councilman Antonio Villaraigosa, to publicly promise to institute Post the Finances if they are elected.

This will show everyone they are serious about financial honesty and transparency. It will also answer any questions the voters may have about their integrity.

Posting the Finances is a timely, 21st-century solution for an age-old problem.

Recently, the Journal-Standard, a newspaper in Freeport, Illinois, published an editorial endorsement of Post the Finances in which it wrote, “Perhaps that's the real beauty of Mozena's idea—it doesn't count on politicians to play by the rules.”

It's time for Los Angeles to start the fiscal transparency ball rolling, and for the rest of the nation to follow.

So, Antonio and James, do you want to become a millionaire politicians or do you want to truly serve the millions of Los Angeleans?

Demonstrate your leadership ability.

Wash off the mud, and show us all the money: Post the Finances.

The Rise of the Machines: Computers?

To Whom It May Concern:

Governor Schwarzenegger's last movie as a non-politician was Terminator 3: The Rise of the Machines.

Let's hope that the Rise of the Machines is about to take place in California. His first executive order arising from his California Performance Review is for the consolidation of the state's two largest computer centers.

I hope the state government gets this one right. Otherwise it will be millions of dollars down the toilet.

My recommendation is simple: standardize all computer hardware and software.

Multi-billion dollar companies like General Motors, Chevron, Proctor and Gamble, Coca Cola, Budweiser, and so forth standardize their computer systems because they must be able to meet their customer needs quickly and efficiently and at the same time pass the scrutiny of internal auditors and outside auditors like the I.R.S.

All hardware used by state government, such as computers, printers and scanners, should be manufactured by the same company, HP/Compaq for example. This would make future upgrades easy, and it would also be easy to switch to a new manufacturer, if warranted, in an open bidding process.

All software should be standardized. For example, not necessarily my preferences:

All word processing software: Word Perfect

All web browsers: Internet Explorer

All accounting software: Peachtree

All graphics software: CorelDraw

And so forth.

Once these standardized conditions are established, the computer conversion should be done department by department, agency by agency.

For example, start with the Department of Motor Vehicles, complete the conversion entirely and move on to the California Lottery, and so on.

Ultimately, this standardization would be a good time to make sure that all the finances are posted to the web on a daily basis. See postthefinances.com. This would enable all California taxpayers to audit government finances every day.

Additionally, the Governor and State Legislature should be networked to the entire State of California computer system, so they can see everything at a glance for legislative and auditing purposes.

Finally, in case of earthquake or other natural disaster, or even terrorist attacks on California’s information system, all computer data should be safeguarded on two automatic backups of the system. These should be in two different locations, one in California, the other out of the state. It should be done on a half-hour basis. Additionally two backup sets should compile all California computer data daily, archiving it in perpetuity at the two separate locations. So, if necessary, the information can be easily accessed for any need or project.

If this conversion is done correctly, it could make the California Information Highway not only the best in the world but a model for others states and even nations.

Rise of the Machines? Let’s hope so.

Holy Catholic?

Is perception reality in the Catholic Church?

Has the Catholic Church become too big? Yes! Are we all welcome? No!

Is this house a home? Certainly not—a family loves and accepts everybody.

Have we developed into cliques and excluded our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ?

Are we a church that hires and fires members of its congregation who don’t meet our snobbish standards?

Do we stay after mass, meet with our fellow parishioners, and then ask them out to fellowship with us over a Sunday meal, maybe even a weekday potluck? No!

Other churches are seeing increases in their congregations because they know how to appeal to family values and social needs. Just look how many of Catholic parishioners leave right after mass and don’t socialize with other members. In fact, consider all of those who have left the Catholic faith completely.

What are we in a hurry for?  Iron sharpens iron.

Is our Catholic mass just like a weekly heroin injection, cocaine snort or dope hit that lasts for an hour before the Christ-high dissipates after mass or sometime during the week? Nobody cares.

Where is our sense of community and belonging? There must be a way to bring back the disenfranchised U.S. Catholics.

If you're a U.S. Catholic, take the time to attend church again this Sunday. Do not ask what your church can do for you, but what you can do for your church community.
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