Chapter 8
Governor  Schwarzenegger:

From Terminator to Just Another Politician?

True-Life Hero

Great minds think alike.

In his new California gubernatorial political TV ads Arnold Schwarzenegger says he will audit the books of California. He says that he will open the State of California's financial books for public scrutiny.

It sounds like Arnold surfs the Web and has arrived at postthefinances.com

The Post the Finances message appears to be getting through.

Although the California Post the Finances initiative is in its second phase, it seems 

likely that if Mr. Schwarzenegger becomes Governor of California, we, the citizens, won't 

have to go through the process of putting the initiative on the ballot.

Arnold will take care of the issue himself.

If anyone will clean the Californian financial house, it is Arnold.

Go, Mr. Schwarzenegger! You're not only a fictional hero in many of your 

movies but a true-life hero as well for the residents of California.

Is Arnold Schwarzenegger Really the People’s Governor for California Residents?

So far, yes, he is. Moreover, it is a pleasant surprise to see a politician do what he says he 

is going to do. Governor Schwarzenegger is fulfilling his political promises. Governor Schwarzenegger said he would repeal the car tax, and he did. Schwarzenegger said he wanted to fix the deficit. He did this by winning approval for the Economic Recovery Bond Act, Proposition 57, and the California Balanced Budget Act, Proposition 58, in the March 2 ballot. 

Schwarzenegger has also spoken about his desire to overhaul the state Workers’ Compensation system to reduce costs. He was in Torrance, a city adjacent to Carson where I live and work, last week, and he spoke about this issue again. 

It is well known that Schwarzenegger has told the California legislature in the past and now within ten days that if it does not act to reduce Workers’ Comp costs, he will take the issue to the people via a ballot initiative.

So far, so good. But we need total fiscal honesty from our Governor as well. We particularly need to have total fiscal transparency. This can easily be accomplished by enacting my initiative to post all government finances to the Internet every day. See postthefinances.com

I don't have the megamoney or the political clout to make this initiative or even a constitutional amendment happen. Although I'll keep trying, the idea needs support from the Governor.

I have asked Governor Schwarzenegger’s staff three times for an appointment to present this idea to him. I have also tried to approach the Governor by talking to Congressman David Dreier, Schwarzenegger advisor Bob Smith, former L.A. Mayor and CA Secretary of Education Richard Riordan, and even Arnold’s good friend, actor Tom Arnold. But I have had no success.

These are all political insiders and have the political power to help make our government honest. Are they hiding fiscal improprieties? Is my request for an appointment not getting  through, or is Governor Schwarzenegger not quite the "People’s Governor" he claims to be? Please, Governor, ask your staff to give me an appointment to speak to you, and help me get this proposal on the ballot, either as an initiative or as a constitutional amendment.

At the very least, issue an executive order to set up one California department or agency as a sample to show you how the post the finances system would work. This seems to be a reasonable request. It's extremely difficult for a "little guy" like me to get this on the ballot without the assistance of someone who has considerable money or influence or both.

Come on, Governor Schwarzenegger, be a real hero for the people of California, let’s make our government honest and make this happen, for the good of California and all its residents.

You may remember that we have met a couple dozen times at Hollywood premieres and parties as well as St. Monica's Catholic Church. It's time we met again. We have a common goal to make California better for businesses and especially the people of California.

Give the people a chance. It's a truly honest and worthy idea. Let's get all of the California finances out in the open and be honest. Go down in history, make this a historic moment. This proposal is revolutionary and is worthy of what the forefathers' envisioned for our country. 

Your relative Senator Edward Kennedy has been  talking about a Constitutional Amendment that would permit a U.S. resident of more than 20 years to become President. I'd support that—if you posted all the finances, because then I'd know you are honest and are thinking of the welfare of the people. And if you ever were to run for President, I hope you would make posting the finances to the Web a prominent part of your campaign.

Gov. Schwarzenegger Didn't Read California Driver's Handbook But Looked at the Pictures?

Dear Friend:

So Governor Schwarzenegger didn't have a motorcycle license because he never thought about it.

That's a pretty lame excuse.

How would that go down if offered by an ordinary motorist or motorcyclist when pulled over by the Highway Patrol?

I wonder what else the governor never thought about. Like listening to good ideas from his constituents, such as posting daily the State's finances to the web. See postthefinances.com

Oh, and do you remember those Schwarzenegger Terminator movies, in which he would ride a motorcycle with no hands while shooting at the bad guys? I bet no one asked him then whether he was legally entitled to ride the bike, for fear they might be blown to bits too literally or figuratively from this then-Hollywood powerhouse.

Ironically, if you open the California Driver's Handbook, which explains all the motor vehicle laws in California, you'll find a full-page letter from the governor accompanied by a Hollywood photo headshot. Pity he never read the book, but I bet he looked at the picture.

I remember learning somewhere in civics class that ignorance of the law is no excuse.

The truth is, our governor is running out of excuses.

I fear there were too many things he never thought about before he decided to run for governor, and California is beginning to pay the price of his ignorance.

Maybe he should stick to letting his chauffeurs drive him, or even better, do what the regular people do—ride mass transit.

Stunt driving, motorcycle riding, and, yes, even politics, should be left to the professionals.

Schwarzenegger Needs a Stunt Man?
Governor Schwarzenegger is making light of his recent motorcycle accident, but maybe the governor wishes he was back in Hollywood, where stunt doubles took care of anything that smacked of risk or danger.

Bearing in mind the governor's miserable poll numbers all last year, perhaps he's also been wishing there was such a thing as a stunt double available for Governors. 

Life was easy in Hollywood, where there were dare-devils around to take all the real risks. 

But Sacramento is not Hollywood. Political stunts have real-world consequences.

My guess is that the only double in the governor's life will be the double-take he does when he sees the California election results coming in next November and realizes he has to start packing.

Let's hope that next time California elects someone who declares himself a real reformer for all Californians, it won't be just an empty slogan or decoration but an expression of what is truly in his heart.

Hollywood Ending for Schwarzenegger?
Wow, what a blow to Schwarzenegger's reform agenda.

From being the Terminator, is Arnold now the Terminated as far as California's upcoming gubernatorial election is concerned?

I guess he's finding out that real life, especially California political life, is not like the movies. He doesn't always win.

Here's why.

Schwarzenegger started as governor saying he wanted to help all Californians, and he reached out to Democrats. Then his stance hardened and he became more partisan.

The result was predictable for the simple reason that in California, registered Democrats outnumber Republicans by about 45 percent to 35 percent. Clearly, a partisan Republican agenda cannot win.

Had Schwarzenegger continued along the bipartisan route, he might have had more success. As it is, California is now deeply polarized, and it is hard to see a way forward.

In addition to polarization, which helps no one, another problem is money. As usual in politics, money talks. The California Teachers Association spent $54 million on defeating Proposition 74. Organized labor spent $35 million fighting Proposition 75.

Schwarzenegger spent big money, too, but he was outspent by a margin of 2 to 1. Between September 25 and October 22, he paid out at least $20.2 million on television commercials promoting the four initiatives. His total spending was around $28 million.

Who gained? No one. No progress has been made.

We need a more bipartisan approach. On Proposition 75, for example, why restrict only the unions regarding political contributions? There should be restrictions on corporations, too. Indeed, the best approach would be to ban all political contributions from unions, corporations, political action committees, and the like. Only individuals should be allowed to contribute to political campaigns.

A bipartisan initiative along these lines should have been on the ballot. I tried to advocate this, but I don't have large corporations or large unions that could finance me.

But neither the Democrats nor Republicans showed any honesty, even though I contacted many of them, from the governor to members of the legislature.

We need financial transparency in government so the voters can see how every dollar of our state finances is used. All finances of the State of California should be posted to the Internet. See postthefinances.com

At this point, our Hollywood governor seems to be more show than substance, but we can't rely on a Hollywood ending to get the right results for California.

We must end the polarization and enact real reform that helps all the residents of the state, not just the wealthy.

Let's start with legislating the post the finance system.

This will ensure that not only Arnold and the Republicans but also the Democrats will be fiscally honest, because we will see their day-to-day fiscal transactions.

It's a simple and honest system. Californians deserve it, and they should have it. 

It's time to end the partisanship and enact real reform that helps everyone, Republicans and Democrats alike.

Under No Illusions that I Represent Some Kind of Key Constituency

Letter to Duf Sundheim, Chairman of the California Republican Party 

Dear Duf:

When Arnold was elected, I was hoping he would be genuinely open to all ideas about how to improve the state. 

Now it appears he's too busy to consider my plan to post daily all the government's finances to the Web, see postthefinances.com or to make even a brief call to me to acknowledge my input.

Isn't the governor supposed to represent all 30 million plus of us here in California?

The argument that is he is too busy doesn't wash with me.

Anyone can make time for anything if he or she thinks it is important enough. He could have called me from his pool side in Maui when he was doing his paperwork, vacationing at the same spot as my brother and his family this past spring break.

I have been a staunch Arnold supporter for some years. I took the time to write to him and encourage him to run for governor some time before he made the announcement. 

During the election campaign, I took time out of my busy schedule to attend a couple of his rallies, had my neighbors put signs on their lawns, and wrote letters to the press in support of his candidacy.

It's not as if he and I have never met. We've met at least a half of dozen times before he became governor, at entertainment functions, as well as at St. Monica's Catholic Church. I'm disappointed that he now appears unwilling to make a simple and short phone call to address the issue of posting the state's finances daily to web.

I consider that I am as devoted to the betterment of our society as the governor is. I'm doing the work of the people too, and slowly but surely I'm building support.

Believe me, when you're an ordinary citizen trying to promote a simple, populist idea that will shake up the entrenched interests in this state, it's an uphill struggle. I sure could use a helping hand from the governor.

Arnold will probably win the next election with or without my vote, so I am under no illusions that I represent some kind of key constituency that he has to win over.

But I think that great leaders have a way of making everyone feel included in their plans. I also believe that the idea of posting the finances will not just melt away. 

If I don't make a breakthrough with it, someone else will. 

It would be nice to be able to convey this directly to the Governor.

Again, the governor is free to call me at any time during the day or night, and I will definitely take his call.

I hope he will.

Governor Schwarzenegger Still Hasn't Telephoned Me

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

In light of your Economic Plan that you will unveil today, I wish to bring to your attention a California ballot initiative called "Post the Finances." The initiative is already in its second phase with the California State Attorney General, and I am the proponent.

Post the Finances calls for all Californian government departments and agencies to post all their finances, every day, to their respective Web sites. See www.postthefinances.com

This is an innovative idea that will do much to restore honesty and fiscal responsibility in California’s government. By giving all California residents a firsthand look at where the money comes from and where it goes, Post the Finances will help to restore the people’s trust in government.

Post the Finances will also help to control spending and reduce deficits. How much of the current $30-40 billion deficit could have been avoided if ordinary people had been able to directly scrutinize the finances?

At the moment, nobody's minding the store—and yet everyone minds the deficit!

I am hoping that you will seriously consider adopting Post the Finances as part of the financial/economic recovery plan.

Everyone knows that you bring fresh, innovative thinking to California and that you are willing to challenge the status quo and envision new ways of doing things. You are a forward-thinking leader, and I believe Post the Finances is on the cutting edge of progressive, necessary change.

It is fully in the Californian tradition of direct, practical democracy.

I fully support your candidacy for governor, and I have already volunteered to serve as Area Campaign Chair.

If from what I have described you sense, as I do, that Post the Finances is an idea whose time has come, I would like to request that I become a member of your finance think-tank, or your finance planning committee.

I would also be deeply honored if you were willing to invite me, in the category of observer, to your second economic summit.

Like you, I care deeply about the financial future of our state and will do whatever I can to help.

I trust you will give Post the Finances your attention. For my part, I am ready to get on board your gubernatorial campaign the very moment I hear from you.

Bleed California into Bankruptcy?
Like a growing number of residents in California, I'm becoming more and more disappointed with Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

He seems to have lost his political backbone on many reform issues.

In particular, I believe it is a recipe for financial disaster to allow legislators and governmental workers at every level of government to vote themselves, or influence legislators to vote for, pay raises, bonuses and even their own pensions, when other citizens in the private sector in our state are having to go without.

Imagine if private sector employees were able to give themselves raises in this way, regardless of economic performance and available resources. Imagine the number of business failures, bankruptcies, and most importantly, the loss of many jobs, that would soon result. 

Foxes should not be allowed to guard the hen house.

Are we going to bleed the State of California to bankruptcy, so we don't have any money for critical services?

Instead, I propose that ALL governmental pay raises, bonuses, pensions and so forth be submitted directly to the voters for their approval.

Since legislators and governmental workers are all employees of the people, they should be accountable to the people, their bosses, all the residents of the state. 

To ensure that voters have the means to make informed decisions about these financial issues, it is essential that all California government finances should be posted to the Internet every day. See postthefinances.com

This should include all salaries, bonuses and other financial information relating to politicians and all public employees.

Until we post the finances daily to the Internet, we will never have real political reform in California.

If we truly want honest, open and accountable government, we need to post the finances daily.

We must not be selfish, but think of our children and future generations.
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