Chapter 9

Venice Beach, California: 
Community Activism

Protect and Serve?

Conducting business on the Venice Beach beat, "Celebrity" Officer Brent Honore appeared on the Discovery Channel's special about the L.A.P.D.'s Venice Beach Patrol Thursday, August 5th.  

By the way, I'm surprised Los Angeles Police Chief Bernard Parks allows selective enforcement of law in Venice Beach. Clearly, in the Discovery news story, some homeless are allowed to camp on Venice Beach and others not. Favoritism? Discrimination? This is not right or legal, according to the law. I know it's a tough job being a peace officer but please apply the same law consistently. If not, it is time to change the law.

On the Discovery program it was reported that there are more than 3,000 homeless living here on Venice Beach. There may be 150 at the most. During the holiday feedings, at most, we get 1,000 "homeless"; in reality, many are the working poor. I live here and I know the majority of the homeless. Why the exaggeration? Who can I sue for defamation of the character of Venice Beach? Venice Beach is a community based on tourism. This kind of misinformation hurts our reputation and the businesses of this community.

In other ways, the city worsens the problem rather than helps. Just Saturday, I saw a young lady, a street artist, selling her art. She paints light bulbs with rainbow colors and designs. They're beautiful. From this, she makes her livelihood. She is not wealthy by any means, yet her only source of income is taken away from her by the law. A Venice Beach L.A.P.D. officer cringed as he told her that the City Attorney said she could no longer sell her art here. She was allowed to finish out the day.

By the way, where are the Jewish and Christian organizations to take these homeless into their homes and care for them, the homeless?

A homeless couple helped me paint swing sets and slides in Venice Beach as part of my clean up effort for this summer.

"Give a man a fish, he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish, he will eat for a lifetime." 

Why do we give food to the homeless rather that teach them a skill? Doesn't this just perpetuate their homelessness? If we really care, why don't we take them into our homes?

No More!

I write to you as a citizen of Los Angeles, a citizen of Los Angeles County, a citizen of California, and, most importantly, a citizen of the United States.

I am here to vent my passion in a simple statement of "No more!"

No more will I sit back idly and see our city system of government or its citizens destroyed.

No more do I want to hear OUR city government claim there is no money to trim trees, pave streets, pickup roadside and sidewalk trash when we are in one of the greatest economic booms in our country's history.

No more do I want OUR city government to pay penalties of $800,000 for unpaid phone bills.

No more do I want OUR city government spending thousands to millions of dollars on from trip-fall lawsuits to police brutality lawsuits. Let’s have proactive not reactive management.

No more do I want OUR government officials to use the power of the government to thwart the good of a citizen for the city officials political or economic gain, like the city thwarted my good efforts by removing me from the Venice Task Force even though I was almost solely responsible for beautifying Venice Beach for the locals and tourists this summer.

The city trimmed 100 palm trees along the Venice Beach Boardwalk. As a sign of good faith, it said it would trim the rest in the new fiscal year, beginning July 1, 1999. Guess what! It won’t get done. No budget for tree trimming.

Despite this, I’m still continuing to beautify Venice despite the city.

In fact, I will call up the mayor and council to allow citizens to sign waivers and acquire certificates of insurance. This will enable the citizens of L.A, with their own money and time, to trim their own trees, plant their own grass on city property and so forth without depending on the city government to get to the community’s needs, The city will also be released from any liability while the citizens get the work completed.

No more do I want our government agencies practicing selective prosecution rather than consistent enforcement of the law.

For example, there is a law which states no person shall camp on the beach. Most homeless get tickets for camping at night. Why then, have special privileges been granted to an elderly homeless woman who literally has set up campsite right next to the Venice Beach police sub station?

No more do I want to hear of women, children, or even men afraid to walk the city streets in South Central, East L.A., Downtown and, yes, even Hollywood at night.

It is as simple as: No more do I want to walk into a public restroom and find no toilet paper.

At the same time: No more do I want to hear about another dismal voter turnout at the elections like the June 8th election, when only 17.66 percent voted. Let’s create Internet and telephone voting.

No more do I want to hear citizens running to the government for solutions to problems that they should be able to solve themselves. Become involved. Be problem solvers. Don’t talk, do. Act as a political force. Don’t just be one voice in the wind, but speak in groups for change.

No more do I want to hear bickering between disjointed factions— Jews against Catholics; Koreans against Blacks; Democrats against Republicans; Mexicans against Whites. The enemy learns to divide and conquer. We are becoming our own enemy. We must "unite or die", as Ben Franklin said.

No more do I want to hear my fellow citizens complain that they are not proud to live in Los Angeles. The Hollywood Studios create this glorious image of Los Angeles, so let’s live up to the reputation.

It is time to awaken from our apathetic slumber. We, the people, are the government, and we should be accountable and responsible for our government.

I am afraid of what is coming if we don't.

Just as it was for the great Roman empire, I foresee the rise and fall not only of Los Angeles but of America as well.

No more will I allow this.

Here’s a story attributed to the renowned Mahatma Ghandi.

A woman came to Ghandi and asks him to tell her son to stop eating sugar.

He quickly quipped, “Come back in two weeks.”

The woman came back in two weeks with her son in hand.

Ghandi looked at the young boy and said, “Do not eat sugar.”

Puzzled, the woman asked Ghandi why he had not given the boy this advice when she first brought her son to him. 

Ghandi replied, "Two weeks ago I myself was eating sugar." 

In other words, before you give anyone advice, or tell someone to do something that will be good for him, make sure you are doing it yourself. 

Today, I have taken my first step to change myself. In turn, I hope my lead inspires others to follow.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

 October 16, 1998

VENICE BEACH PALM TREES TO BE TRIMMED THIS COMING MONDAY

THE VENICE BEACH PALM TREES WILL BE TRIMMED AND SKINNED BEGINNING THIS MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1998, APPROXIMATE TIME 7:00 AM.

THE VENICE BEACH PALM TREE PETITION WAS SUCCESSFUL! MOREOVER, THE VENICE BEACH COMMUNITY CONTINUES ITS QUEST FOR BEAUTIFICATION!

THE CITY WILL BEGIN TO TRIM AND SKIN THE PALM TREES MONDAY IN THE VENICE PAVILION AREA, NEARLY 100 TREES WILL BE TRIMMED.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AS TO THE EXACT TIME, LOCATION AND RELATED INFORMATION CONTACT EITHER:

GROUNDS SUPERVISOR 2: KEVIN REGAN:  DIRECTOR FOR RUTH GALANTER'S OFFICE: MIKE BONIN

Unequal Law Enforcement By Los Angeles Police (L.A.P.D.) in Venice Beach

To: ALL MEDIA

Re: Unequal Law Enforcement By Los Angeles Police (L.A.P.D.) in Venice Beach

Is there equal justice under the law for the homeless? Is the L.A. Mayor responsible for this?

Recently, a homeless man named Patrick got a ticket for camping, sleeping on the beach. This is certainly not the first camping ticket issued to the homeless on Venice Beach, but, much like the others, it was issued in a somewhat random fashion. 

In contrast, a homeless woman has been living near the Venice Beach Police sub-station in the Venice Pavilion for the last several years. However, she receives no tickets for camping on the beach despite numerous complaints from city workers and other concerned citizens.

Why is the law applied differently to these two people when both are camping on the beach, when both are involved in the exact same behavior?

What is the reason for such inconsistency in this law?

If particular laws are going to be enforced in Venice Beach, shouldn't they be enforced in a consistent manner?

The law is the law—even for the homeless! Isn't it?

Los Angeles Parking Tickets

The system needs to change. Talk about inconsistency.

First of all, Venice Beach is a difficult place to find parking. 

Second, the Los Angeles Parking Enforcement gives parking tickets even on private property. 

Third, that is, SOMETIMES. Like the Grim Reaper, you never know whether they'll issue you a ticket or not. 

Lastly, fighting the ticket is a monumental task. The city has the system rigged so that it is nearly impossible to lodge your complaint. 

While the rules and regulations to challenge a moving traffic violation are clear, the city makes it as frustrating as possible to challenge the ordinary parking ticket.

Although, my cap is off to L.A.'s Department of Transportation for posting most of the street signs I had requested, there are two more areas where we need additional street markings. 

On Brooks Avenue, we need a "Stop Ahead" street marking sign. Every year tourists, making their way through the alleys of Venice Beach in search of parking, get cited for failing to stop at Brooks and Speedway. Let's fix the problem rather than ruin a tourist's day with a ticket. 

Another location is at Clubhouse and Speedway. If not a loading zone, paint the over the yellow with gray, otherwise post a loading zone sign. If not a loading zone, paint the yellow over with gray. Otherwise post a loading zone sign. At least, make it clear.

Flag Fiasco! 

Have you ever felt like supporting your city by volunteering your time in a city task force or city-run community project? If so, think again. Your payment may be the smearing of your name in the local newspaper. It happened to me, thanks to the city of Los Angeles.

I'm almost solely responsible for cleaning up Venice Beach this summer. For example, I'm responsible for the three flags flying at the Venice Beach Pavilion, but even that incited a major battle with the city. Can you imagine? A war over three flags. Eventually the city won by changing the padlocks to which they had provided me the keys just months before.

They did this to foil my efforts to hoist three additional flags: the UN, LA County and Venice Beach flags. I was trying to develop community spirit with the flags: UN, for all our foreign visitors; U.S., for all the visitors from other states; CA, for the citizens of California; County, for County residents; City, for city residents, and finally, the Venice Flag for the community residents.

Yet, our community pride has again been eclipsed by our local politicians. It's a divide and conquer attitude. Our local politicians slapped us in the face, and prohibited us from flying our own flags in our own community. This childish game may have doomed Venice Beach back into dilapidation.

Maybe Venice Beach should think about secession, just like the Valley, another communities who felt they were being shafted by the city of Los Angeles.

Whatever happens, it has become clear to me that local government in L.A. is certainly NOT for the people, by the people. 

The Grim Reaper

The Grim Reaper has struck again in Venice Beach. This past weekend it was the light bulb artists. Who will it be next? There seems to be at least one target every weekend since June 6th. Not only do the artists suffer duress under the new policy, but the Venice Beach Police Patrol is placed in an uncomfortable position when forced to take away what is the sole source of income from many of these beach artists. Who is behind the Grim Reaper's mask?

I suggested developing a system similar to Portland's Saturday Market in Portland, OR, here in Venice Beach to develop a win-win outcome for merchants, street artists, residents and tourists.  I gave the template to my councilwoman's office over a year ago; apparently, its only outcome was to fall on deaf ears.

The "F" Word! 

Recently, a representative from Los Angeles Councilwoman Ruth Galanter's office called me at home and left a nasty message. 

Among the words they left on my answering machine, I discovered the "F" word.

Unbelievable.

It was a tape answering machine. Tapes didn't bode well for Linda Tripp, Monica Lewinsky or President Clinton. What about Ruth Galanter?

Should I, a local citizen, be berated in this way by my elected officials?

I did more good for my Venice Beach community in the past year than our representative had done for years.

Perhaps I was making her look bad.

In any case, neither the office representative nor the Councilwoman called and apologized for the use of obscene language. Nor did they write a letter of apology.

What do you think they should do? 

Blood on the Venice Beach Boardwalk

According to sources, In an apparent suicide attempt on December 16, a young man in his early twenties leaped from a four-story building, landing on top of a man in his fifties who was walking on the Venice Boardwalk, 

The young man, apparently distraught over a recent break up with his girlfriend, held a photo of her in his hand as he jumped from the roof of a Venice Beach Apartment, the complex recently made famous as the setting of the recent UPN TV show "Shasta McNasty" as seen nationally on Tuesday nights. 

Both men sustained injuries.

Apparently, the young man's body is riddled with broken bones, according to sources.

As for the man in his fifties, he has a broken rib and lacerations to his head. Currently, he's being held for observation for a couple more days pending any possible complications due to the injuries.

Both are at the UCLA Medical Center in Los Angeles, CA.

This comes in the wake of  a man, 61, who died along the boardwalk after he had just completed jogging 15 miles, training for the Los Angeles Marathon in March of 2000, just over than a week ago, at nearly the same location.

Proposal to Revitalize Venice Beach

To Disney CEO:

Do you think of the Beach and Hollywood when you think of Los Angeles?

Yes. I thought so.

Right now, both places are like the city dump and tourists still come . . . but more would if it were clean and developed.

Now, I have taken up the revitalization baton for Venice Beach. As a high-profile resident, I am taking the initiative to spearhead the re-development of the City of Los Angeles’ largest tourist attraction: Venice Beach Boardwalk. Look out Hollywood in the near future.

My first project was to get the palm trees trimmed and skinned along the boardwalk to help beautify the area. I took up the challenge, created the Palm Tree Petition, and had residents and merchants sign it. Then I presented it to the L.A. City Council. Ninety days later the Council had allocated $25,000 for the initial phase of the trimming. As you read this, the City is having almost 100 of Venice Beach’s palm trees trimmed.

Additionally, the city placed me on the newly formed Venice Beach Task Force to suggest problem areas with maintenance to improve the beauty along the beach and boardwalk.

Finally, in order to increase commerce in the area, I have suggested the city give the California Native Americans the Venice Pavilion and Park area, which is adjacent to the boardwalk, for an Indian Casino. In turn, the Native Americans could set up a clean-up fund for Los Angeles and the California coastline. A win-win situation.

Right now, rough estimates are a quarter million plus tourists over a summer weekend.

In fact, Los Angeles City chimes in, stating Venice Beach Boardwalk is the number one tourist attraction for the city and Los Angeles County.

At this point in time, this area is undervalued and underdeveloped for Los Angeles as well as for the amount of tourists who come here; therefore, I’m reaching out to you to work with you to bring your business establishment here to Venice Beach and help with the re-development of this beautiful Los Angeles beachfront property.

The city has already earmarked monies to re-construct and re-pave the boardwalk this winter of 1999.

For you and your company, I would work with any local governmental regulations and zoning laws to help make this a simple and profitable venture for your company. By the way, right now, I know of some beachfront property available for sale along the boardwalk.

Send me a letter or give me a call and let me know if you are interested in my community development project.

An Indian Casino in Venice Beach, California?

Do you believe the American government or State of California owes the Native Americans compensation for the violence inflicted during the conquest of America? 

If so, I have a proposal you should hear.

In Venice Beach, CA, the city has been debating what to do with a dilapidated old building, Venice Pavilion, and a large accompanying parcel of land along the California coast. It is a beautiful piece of land. 

In a similar situation in Oregon, a consortium of Native American tribes swapped some reservation land for prime real estate along the coast in Lincoln City. The tribes constructed an Indian Casino and hotel on the land and the earnings benefited all members of the consortium.

I believe the State of California, Los Angeles County and the City of Los Angeles would consider a similar deal with the California Native Americans for the Venice Beach property.

The city has complained it doesn’t have the money to demolish the structure. However, the wrecking ball will soon hit the Pavilion. Nevertheless, it is my belief there is still time to work out a mutually beneficial Venice Beach land agreement with the Native Americans for the Venice Beach Pavilion and adjacent land.

I believe the Venice Pavilion and adjacent land is the ideal site for establishing a casino and hotel catering to the millions of tourists that frequent Venice Beach all year round. A Native American museum and buffet could teach the Los Angeles community and tourists from all over about the Native Americans, their culture, customs, and foods.

In return, the casino would establish two funds for the Venice community: (1) a maintenance fund to perpetuate the beauty of the City, County, and State coastline, and (2) a police fund to properly patrol the area. Also, a large parking structure should be included in the construction plans to better accommodate the Venice Beach tourists and locals.

The benefits are numerous:

• More income for Native American tribes.

• New income for maintenance, police and parking along the coast, normally a cost to the City of Los Angeles.

• More commerce for Venice Beach street artists and entertainers.

• More commerce for Venice Beach merchants.

• Increased property values and occupancy in Venice Beach.

• Increased property values for the adjacent community, Oakwood.

• A friendlier beachfront, sporting a safe environment day and night. 

Even more benefits could result. 

Although Proposition 5 recently pitted Native Americans against the Las Vegas Casinos, I believe that Venice Beach and Las Vegas casinos could be mutual beneficiaries. Perhaps Las Vegas Hotel and Casino moguls Steve Wynn or Kirk Kerkorian could help finance the new Venice Beach casino and hotel. 

At the very least, the casinos could cross-sell each other. 

A Venetian wall mural promoting the other Venice at both the Venice Beach Indian Casino and the Venetian Casino in Las Vegas would promote both sites.

I have mentioned my proposal for a Native American casino in Venice Beach to numerous city officials, locals, and tourists. The first reaction is usually a chuckle, but most people, upon more serious consideration, have told me it is a great idea. 

Let's make it a reality.

No Radio Frequencies Available in the Entire Los Angeles County Area?
To: Federal Communications Commission

Washington D.C. 20554

Date: June 7, 2000

Re: Low Power FM Radio - 100 (LPFM) for Venice Beach, CA, deadline June 8th.

I have electronically completed the application process online on the F.C.C. web site for a LPFM radio license, deadline June 8th. Unfortunately, when I submit the final longitude and latitude coordinates, the system says there are no frequencies available in my area. I contacted the F.C.C. and spoke to a F.C.C. representative, and he said there are no frequencies available in the entire Los Angeles County area.

Wasn't the reason for setting up the LPFM to help empower local communities with the ability to broadcast local issues like a small city or a neighborhood newspaper? Where I have lived now for 4 years, we have not only the local community, but also 250,000 tourists who pass along our stretch of boardwalk every weekend. I'm sure you can squeeze another frequency in here along the California coastline.

I received my undergraduate degree in journalism, and let me tell you how utterly disappointed I have become with the F.C.C. The government has allowed the consolidations of the media by megamedia companies to the point that local issues aren't broadcast.

On the one hand the federal government is  breaking up Microsoft for controlling the software market, but on the other hand, it is allowing the megamedia companies to control the dissemination of information.

In my Political Science 101 class years ago in college, we were taught that one of the first acts of a conquering force is to take over their media to regulate the flow of information, thus to spread the propaganda of the new regime. I so often hear on the local news stations that it's a slow news day. Baloney! We have 3.5 million people in the city of Los Angeles. It's never a slow news day, but lazy news stations prefer spouting off national news instead. We already have national news stations: Dan Rather, Peter Jennings, and Tom Brokaw. We want local news reporting.

In summation, I'd like help with the following items:

• I'd like to obtain a license for a LPFM radio station in Venice Beach.

• I'd like to see more local news reporting for TV and radio stations or revoke broadcast licenses

• I'd like to implement new laws to reduce the megamedia monopolies on broadcast stations

• Leave the Internet Broadcast alone.

In addition, put my name on the list for FCC Chairman with the new presidential administration in January.

 To Venice Merchants and Street Vendors

CC: Los Angeles City Council and Pacific Patrol

Date: 03/07/00

Re: Regulation of Street Vendors for 1999

It is my understanding the Los Angeles City Council is currently reviewing options to regulate the Venice Boardwalk Street Vendors, seeking fairness for both the Venice Merchants and Street Vendors. The Council is due to vote any day.

I have attached a template for this regulation. It is a copy of a brochure and application from Portland's Saturday Market, although there will be obvious changes to adjust to the needs of the boardwalk market, Venice Merchants, Street Vendors and Residents.

At his request, I have personally provided Mike Bonin of Ruth Galanter's office a copy of the Portland brochure and application. By the way, I have participated as a vendor at the Saturday Market.

Saturday Market started back in 1974 in Old Town Portland right along the city's beautiful river, the Willamette. The market shares many of the same challenges and charms of Venice. One similar challenge, Saturday Market, like Venice, has faced since its inception is a large homeless population. Nevertheless, both the market and homeless have developed a mutual respect as each co-exists with each other.

However, the biggest challenge we have as a community is the friction caused by both the Venice Merchants and the Street Vendors. Right now, a pervasive attitude seems to exist: Them against Us or Us against Them. Hey, it's not an adversarial relationship. We are not cross-street rivals. Each Merchant and Vendor is trying to make a living. It can be mutually worked out. Another challenge are the fights over spaces. Let's work it out, everyone owns the sidewalk. Solution: Have assigned spaces, then there's no need to arrive at 4:30 in the morning!

Life is about compromising, so let's work it out. Moreover, let’s strive for what is right and fair. Isn't that what we all want?

The current sentiment of inequity arises because the current system has obvious marks of unfairness.

When the council as well as yourself consider the many proposals to date, I ask you to take any selfishness, greed, emotion or personal grandstanding out of the picture, and strive for what is a fair system for everyone, most importantly, those tourists who visit our beautiful city as they walk along one of the most interesting oceanfront boardwalks in the world. They are our customers, and we need to offer them favorable impressions, services and products, so, we can look to the future for repeat business for all of us.

Any comments should be directed at Ruth Galanter's Office Tuesday morning before 10 a.m.

Update: Several years after I moved from Venice Beach to Carson, the city took my idea and implemented it. Mike Bonin works for the new councilman, Bill Rosendahl. 
Steve Mozena Purchases Beach House Apartments in Venice, CA?

Dear Property Owner:

From June 1996 to May 2002 I lived at your property at 1101 Ocean Front Walk, #22. I absolutely loved living in your building, and I had a wonderful time in Venice. In fact, I believe I made a mark there with my community service. I left it in better shape than I found it for you, fellow property owners, the residents, business owners and even tourists.

After I got married in April 2001 and had a child in June of 2002, the one-bedroom apartment was not big enough to raise my family, so I moved to Carson, where I purchased a home. I thought it was a great move because my wife is Filipina and I thought she would acclimate more to Carson because of the large Filipino population there. But she loves Venice and the West side, so we both very much want to return to the area. Not only do we love Venice, we also want our 3-year-old daughter to go to a private school in Santa Monica.

I am therefore interested in buying the Beach House property you own, or some other property that you own in Venice.

I have been acquainted with Brad Neal for some years. He has a high regard for you since you helped him restructure the financing of his building on Brooks Avenue after he went through a bankruptcy. Brad suggested that you might be willing to work with me on the finances in the same fashion.

Brad, along with a well-known realtor in Venice, says that Venice really needs me back because of all I did for it. Moreover, I have many friends still in the community who would love me to come back as well.

I always take pride in my community, wherever I live. Back then in Venice I persuaded the L.A. City Council to do a long-overdue tree-trimming project. Local residents had been trying for years to get this accomplished and turned to me for help. I got more the necessary signatures on a petition and asked the Council for funds to beautify Venice Beach and Boardwalk. As a result, Venice was no longer treated like the city dump. I arranged for 600 trees to be shaved and trimmed. I also enlisted the homeless to remove graffiti, had the city as well as the county post new recreational road signs, remove debris, set up volleyball nets, repair potholes and sidewalks, fix fencing around storm drains, fix lampposts, and paint swing sets.

I helped the City when it said it did not have the money to tear down an old dilapidated Venice Pavilion building on Venice Beach. I suggested a land swap with the Native Americans, granting them the right to build a casino on the site. The city managed to find the money to tear down the building and create a park on the site.

I helped increase the value of property in Venice though I didn't gain financially myself, since I owned no real estate there or a business.

Just recently the City painted stall marks for the street vendors in Venice, which was my suggestion. I had also given them this solution for vendors based on my knowledge of swap meets and craft fairs, providing them with a brochure and application from the more than 30-year-old Saturday Craft Market in Portland, Oregon, which I had participated in years ago. So, the ripple effects of my good deeds are still being felt.

I also have a passion for fixing things up and maintaining them. I took care of Venice as your former manager Ginny Cooper took care of the Beach House. That Beach House complex was immaculate. It was always beautiful. I was disappointed to see the landmark vertical Beach House sign burned down. It was a great and historic sign, and I hope it is reinstalled. Moreover, recently, I was disappointed to see graffiti scribbled on the Beach House walls and the fact that the front gate was rusted in need of serious paint job. Ginny or I always kept a watchful eye out for things like that. We took pride in the building and in the community.

In fact, I also have known Ezekiel Sonny Webster, the groundskeeper of the Beach House apartment, since I lived in there in 1996. I have employed his son Bernard over the years since 1996, beginning with cleaning my windows, shouldering his good times as well as bad times.

I am well placed financially here in Carson. I have owned my own company since 1992. I bought my home in May 2002 for $270,000 and a recent appraisal values it at $570,000. 

I'm following in the footsteps of my father, who owned four commercial pieces of property and two homes, a 6-bedroom, 3-story home in Portland, Oregon and a beautiful 3-bedroom home on the Oregon coast in Lincoln City, Oregon—all worth about $250,000. He started to purchase property at the age of 50. Unfortunately, my father passed away at 1979 at the age of 58, so he wasn't able to help me with real estate. I had just turned 19 shortly before his passing, and my mother, now re-married, sold the property over the years, the value of which would now be about $5 million.

Both my parents were immigrants: Dad from Italy, Mom from Ireland. I was born in this country, however, and I have inherited my father's great work ethic.

And, my wife and I are in the process of buying a building and wish to do so within 60 days.

My wife and I agree that your Beach House property is ideal for our needs, though it maybe a bit of a reach financially, so we, in turn, are open to viewing other properties you may think are more suitable to us as well.

We can save you hundreds of thousands of dollars in taxes and tens of thousands in real estate commissions.

We can make a full price offer.

If you have an interest in selling your property, please contact me as soon as possible because our window of opportunity to do business is passing.

Brad suggested we get together over lunch. 

Would you have time to meet me for lunch within the next couple of weeks?

I will contact you in a few days to see if we can set up a meeting.

It sounds as though you have a big heart, based on what Brad, Bernard's father Sonny Webster, and Ginny Cooper say, so I truly hope you can share that big heart of yours to help not only my family and I get back to Venice but the community as well. 
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