Chapter 1

Post the Finances: 

Reform Begins Here
Suggestions for Title and Summary of the Post the Finances Initiative #SA2003RF0034 faxed to Tricia Knight with the CA State Attorney General's office, Initiative Coordinator of the State of California 

My choices listed below I believe fit the requirements, although I have offered additional suggestions as well.

Title: Post All State Government Finances to Internet Every Day.

Summary: This initiative mandates the daily posting of all California state finances to the 

Internet. The financial information will be available to the public in the form of a 

checkbook register. The register will show all sources of revenue and where revenue is 

deposited. It will also show relevant names, dates, and amounts of all expenditures. The 

purpose of the initiative is to provide a money trail of all income and expenditure for all state agencies and to give taxpayers a simple, easy method to review state fiscal data.

Below are more suggestions for the title of Initiative #SA2003RF0034

Post All State Government Finances to Internet Every Day

Post Daily All Government Finances to Internet

Post Daily All State Finances to the Web

Post All State Finances to Internet Every Day

Post All Government Financial Transactions to Internet Daily

Post Daily all State Finances to the Internet

Audit Daily State of California on Web

Post All Income and Expenditures of State Government to the Internet Daily

Here is an additional suggestion for summary.

1. This initiative mandates the daily posting of all California state finances on the Internet. The financial information will be available in the form of a checkbook register showing all income and expenditures. This will give taxpayers a simple, easy method to review state fiscal data. An informed citizenry will then be able to demand fiscal accountability from state government. The posting to the Internet of state 

government finances will help control spending, trim excess, and possibly reduce taxes by keeping state finances in plain view of the citizenry.

Ballot Initiative: The Daily Posting of All California State Finances to their Respective Web Sites 

Ms. Cindy Cardullo

Legislative Counsel Bureau

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Ms. Cardullo:

We, the undersigned, wish to have the following initiative placed on the California State Ballot:

The Daily Posting of All California State Finances to their Respective Web Sites.

The citizens of California expect and deserve financial accountability from their State Government. The advent of the World Wide Web and the Internet, as well as the widespread use of electronic accounting and record-keeping software, provide California Citizens with an unprecedented opportunity to demand daily accountability from their Government officials.

Each day officials and employees of the entire State of California government can “ftp” to the appropriate Web sites records of all expenditures and income. Because of both the ongoing need of California's citizens for fiscal accountability and the current state of technology, the time has arrived for the daily posting of all of the California State Government finances on the World Wide Web.

The posting of all of the State’s finances to the Web will help to thwart fiscal improprieties.

The State’s accounting is already performed with the aid of computer software. Thus, a few daily mouse clicks “ftp-ing” the fiscal information to Web sites could help to stop or prevent a stew of corruption from bubbling away on the Government’s back burners, away from public scrutiny. Taxpayers have an absolute legal right to these public records to see how much money is collected and the manner in which it is spent.

The daily posting of ALL the California Government’s revenues and expenditures to the Web will also help to control spending, trim fat, and even reduce taxes by keeping all the State's finances in plain view of the citizenry, thus creating “Fiscal Honesty.” The electronic “Open Books” spreadsheets constructed by posting will provide taxpayers with a number of simple and easy methods to review the fiscal data.  By this money-trail posting, an informed citizenry will then be able to demand accountability.

I and the required twenty-five other signatories ask that the process of placing this initiative on the ballot begin.

Proponent Writes Letter to Fiscal Analyst about Proposed Initiative

Dear Ms. Mangat:

Re: SA2003RF0034, a California Initiative 

You and your staff are working hard to have the fiscal impact study on the above initiative completed by September 10th. I would like to make a few points regarding the costs to the state of this initiative, which I believe will be small.

1. Reduction of waste

Any costs incurred in implementing the posting of government finances to the Web will be more than offset by savings made. Posting the finances, which will allow public scrutiny of government accounting, will reduce waste and corruption. Such things flourish when business is conducted  in secret and books are closed to the public. 

Knowing that all their transactions will be posted to the Web within 24 hours will surely 

rein in those individuals or departments that are careless, slipshod, wasteful or downright corrupt. Additionally, the implementing of this measure will stop the unnecessary spending boost that always occurs around the close of the fiscal year. I refer to the common practice whereby departments artificially inflate their spending in the hope of landing themselves a bigger budget for the following year. This is bad policy and bad financial management. It is only one of the creative financial "tricks" that would soon be 

exposed by posting the finances to the Web.

I am sure you will factor these considerations into your estimate of costs to the state. I 

believe that savings will be considerable, although of course it is hard to put an exact 

figure on them. My guess is that the magnitude of savings will surprise many people.

2. Accounting software

The accounting software that will initially be required is a program that will convert 

electronic accounting data into simple checkbook register form; showing date, check number, payee, payment or deposit, and ongoing balance.

The program would also be able to archive revenues and expenditures for previous days, in such a way that each day‚s finances could be easily accessed, like an online newspaper 

archive. The program would also have the capability of producing graphs, and reports such as Budget vs. Actual, By Vendor, Profit/Loss, and so forth. Developing such a program is not a large task for manufacturers of accounting software. And given the fact that there are a number of different accounting software programs in use by 

governments throughout the state, there will be a number of software manufacturers willing to create a program that will do the job. In such a competitive environment, costs to the state are likely to below. It is also quite possible that several software 

companies might be willing to work with the State of California without charge because they will realize that other cities, counties, and states will eventually adopt the new software program as well. It will be a good investment opportunity for them.

I do acknowledge your concerns about the number of different accounting software programs currently in use, and agree that eventually it would be advantageous to standardize such programs throughout the state of California. But that is by no means necessary for the successful  implementation of this initiative.

In light of these points, I estimate the fiscal impact of developing the software should be minimal to the state.

3. Staffing levels

Although I understand your concerns that this initiative, which will require state employees to update government Web sites daily, will increase staffing needs, I believe such increases will be minimal or even nil. Since accounting data is already entered in electronic form, it will require only a few minutes of the same clerk’s time to upload the data via ftp to the relevant Web site. Training required for each employee would be minimal.

4. 120-day implementation

I understand that you may also be concerned about the requirement that the program be implemented within 120 days of the initiative passing. I assure you this is possible. At first, the system would be a fairly simple one. But I envision this project evolving over time. Initially, it may be more like, say, a Ford Focus than a Cadillac Escalade, but refinements and improvements can be made over time, as software development permits.

Finally, please allow me, as the proponent of this initiative, to make some brief comments about why I believe it is in the best interests of California. Put very simply, it is just common sense. Since California is the fifth largest economy in the world, it is imperative for it to have a sound and responsible fiscal system. The excuses one sometimes hears along the lines of "Well, it’s the government, what do you expect?" will not do at all. A government should  be as efficient, as waste-free, and as honest, as the best-run corporation. Multinational conglomerates based in the United States, such as Procter & Gamble, 3M, and Coca-Cola, must and do maintain a "money trail" for all of their goods and services. The financial affairs of the state of California should resemble companies such as these, rather than the Enrons and Worldcoms of the world. I believe that the Post the Finances initiative is a significant contribution to taking California in this desirable direction.

Bearing all these points in mind, I respectfully request that the fiscal impact study you are preparing should favor a conservative approach to any estimation of costs. As I have explained, I believe the savings made over even the first year will far outweigh the modest costs involved in setting the system up.

Shhh! It's a Secret

As the proponent of Post the Finances, I'd like to state that any secrecy in Governmental fiscal records do not engender confidence in our democratic form of government.

There are reasons to become suspicious. Nothing good comes from secrecy. What makes our nation good is its openness. What makes our nation great is that its books are open.

But what will make it even greater is to simplify our government finances by posting them to the Web, so every man and woman in our country may understand them and see on a daily basis every government penny earned and every penny spent.

Nations around the world will envy our boldness and honesty in fiscal affairs. And what will make our country the greatest in the world is when every city, county, and state, 

as well as our federal government, posts its finances daily to the Web.

We are an open society. We, the honest people, are the government. We are the bosses.

The politicians work for us. We shouldn't fear them. They should fear us.

Government finances are our check book. When Post the Finances is in operation, we will 

quickly know if and when politicians are mismanaging our money. And we can fire them, vote them out of office, and prosecute them where necessary.

In the meantime, no politicians who impede this simplification of our fiscal records should be trusted, no matter what sophisticated reasons they invent for opposing fiscal openness. We must not let any of these politicians put their political interest above the public interest.

Will the Victims Of Katrina and Rita Get the Money They Deserve?
Money is flowing in to help the victims of Katrina and Rita rebuild their lives and to finance reconstruction of the devastated cities. The money comes from many sources, federal, non-profit organizations, and private funds.

Where is all the money going? 

Let's hope it's going to the right places. 

Unfortunately, this is the kind of emergency situation which is ripe for financial corruption.

There is $62 billion of federal money on its way to Louisiana. But there are few controls on how it is to be spent.

We should be concerned about this. The Louisiana political culture is not exactly known for its honesty and purity.

There is one way to reduce or avoid corruption altogether, and that is to post all government finances to the Internet, every day. 

Last year I wrote to the governors of all fifty U.S. states, informing them of the post the finances option. 

In fact, I received a reply from the office of Louisiana Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco, stating that the idea for post the finances had been forwarded to their Policy and Planning Department.

So they don't have the excuse that they don't know about it. See postthefinances.com

People in Louisiana need help, and it is right that we send them what they need. 

But it is also our responsibility to ensure that the money is spent wisely and well.

A full accounting of all disaster relief expenditure, available daily on the Internet, would go a long way to reassuring us that the money is being spent as it should be.

Uncle Sam Says Do As I Legislate, Not As I Do
Uncle Sam says do as I legislate, not as I do.

In other words, our United States government expects us to observe its laws, but it's about time its politicians did so as well.

This applies at all levels of government, especially here in California.

There is an epidemic of government corruption in Southern California. Just look at the news stories over the past few days.

In Carson, Robert Pryce, the attorney who brokered a votes-for-cash scheme between former Carson Mayor Daryl Sweeney and a garbage company, has been sentenced to prison.

In San Diego, Mayor Dick Murphy resigned as a federal probe continues of San Diego's pension fund.

Now the acting mayor of San Diego, Michael Zucchet, has been convicted, along with a city councilman, of taking illegal campaign cash from a strip club owner in exchange for legislative favors.

This corruption has got to stop. It can be stopped, but it will take guts on the part of local politicians.

The answer to government financial corruption is to post all government finances to the Internet, every day. Let's put all government finances in full public view. This will quickly expose those who abuse the public trust. See postthefinances.com

Let me give some background.

Over two years ago, I spoke before the Carson Council about the need to post the finances, especially given Carson's long history of corruption.

The only member of the council to vote in favor of posting the finances was Jim Dear, who was then a councilman. But during his campaign for mayor, Dear obfuscated the issue, and now, as mayor, he refuses to put his weight behind it. It appears he has become just another political chameleon.

It is cause for regret that Carsonites cannot rely on their mayor to champion this basic measure that would ensure fiscal honesty and accountability for a city that so badly needs both.

Nearly two years ago, I attempted to get the mayor or one of the council members in San Diego to put me on the agenda to explain my idea about post the finances. A representative of the then-Mayor Murphy's office said the idea wasn't important enough to bring before the Council.

Now perhaps we can all see how important it was then, and still is now.

But where is the politician who will champion this idea whose time has surely come?

New York Times columnist David Brooks recently called for more Courage Politicians like Teddy Roosevelt and Robert Kennedy—people who stand up for principles rather than party loyalty.

We need some Courage Politicians in California, too, from Governor Schwarzenegger on down.

At state and local level, our government needs to put its house in order without delay. We need politicians who can step forward and take on the powerful interests that prefer to draw a veil over what they do with taxpayers' money.

Will Carson's Jim Dear finally step forward and provide some leadership on this issue?

Will whoever wins the July 26 Mayoral election in San Diego step up from obscurity and push for what is right?

In fact, is there any elected official at any level of California government from the local cities, counties or even the state, who will take up this idea and bring it to fruition?

Is there anyone else out there who feels the call to change the way politicians do their financial business?

The issue is clear; the time is now.

I challenge California's Courage Politicians, if any exist, to step out of the shadows, stand up for fiscal honesty, and post all government finances to the Internet.

Then we won't see any more disgraceful headlines about politicians and government officials being carted off to prison for financial crimes.

Let's get rid of the politicians who pay lip service to fiscal honesty while doing something else behind the scenes.

And, for once, have our representatives do what is right and honest for the people.

We're all fed up with the political crooks who inflict their fiscal improprieties on the citizens of California as well as the nation as a whole.

I say to Uncle Sam and all its governmental relatives from the states, including the State of California, to the local level, including Carson and San Diego, do as you legislate.

Stop the hypocrisy and just be fiscally honest by posting all finances daily to the Internet.

Is that really too much to ask of our representatives?

Big A; Little A: Arnold and Antonio
Big A; Little A. What begins with A? Arnold and Antonio. Governor of California; Mayor of Los Angeles.

They have done, and will do, some excellent things. 

I applaud the recent budget deal that Arnold has pushed through the legislature. He's managed to improve services without raising taxes. 

I also applaud Antonio's announced plans to reform our public schools as his top priority.

But something is missing. 

Although both A's have spoken about fiscal honesty and accountability, so far they have both paid only political lip service to the idea.

The only way to secure fiscal honesty is to open up the books to the public via the Internet. 

All of the City of Los Angeles and State of California finances should be posted daily to the Web. 

This one single measure will to more than anything else to inaugurate an era of open government. See postthefinances.com

Open government will then no longer just be a slogan trotted out by politicians to win applause in campaign speeches.

If they do not adopt Post the Finances, the two A's will turn out to be just like other, run-of-the mill politicians, pandering to special interests rather than ensuring fiscal honesty and accountability that will benefit everyone.

Both A's should act while they have the power to do so. It will be embarrassing for them if someone else comes along—maybe their immediate successors—and enacts Post the Finances straightaway.

Then both Arnold and Antonio will look like big A's—and the A won't stand for Angel.

Come on, Arnold and Antonio, win yourselves a place in the history of California and of the nation. Get those government finances out into the public arena, on the Internet, where we can all see them. It's the only sensible thing to do.

Make financial corruption among elected and appointed government officials a thing of the past. 

Do it before someone else does it and makes you look like an F student for missing such a great opportunity. 

Show foresight and guts to do what is right.

Then, in my grade book as well as the residents of California, both of you will get the letter grade of an A plus and won't just end up as a couple of Big Political A's.

Pseudo-Journalism in the United States?

Mr. John S. Carroll 

Editor 

Los Angeles Times

Dear Mr. Carroll:

I happened to come across on the L.A. Times website the text of the lecture you gave last May at the University of Oregon, entitled “The Wolf in Reporter's Clothing: The Rise of Pseudo-Journalism in America.”

I was intrigued because I am a 1985 journalism graduate of the University of Oregon.

As I understand it, your basic point is that pseudo-journalism pretends to be objective while in reality serving some other, undeclared interest. Instead of serving readers, it manipulates them.

I have long been concerned about how the news media is becoming compromised by a blurring of distinctions between fact and propaganda, public relations, which is fueled by the corrosive influence of special moneyed interests. As a result, real solutions to social and political problems cannot get through the media's filter, and the public remains ignorant. 

And that's why I'm writing to you.

For many years now, I have been promoting a simple system for ensuring fiscal honesty in government. I call it Post the Finances, see postthefinances.com. It calls for the daily posting to the Internet of all government finances as a solution to waste and fraud. When I ran as an underdog candidate for mayor of L.A. just four years ago, this post the finances system was a major plank in my program. I know the L.A. Times knew about it then, and knows about it now, as I continue to promote it. But so far there has been silence from the Times about it.

I would really like that silence to end.

Recently, the Journal-Standard, a newspaper in Freeport, Illinois, published an editorial in which it strongly endorsed posting the finances. The real beauty of Mozena's idea, the editorialist wrote, is that it doesn't count on politicians to play by the rules. 

In the current L.A. mayoral race, both candidates are accusing each other, through negative TV ads, of fiscal improprieties. Wouldn't it be a huge benefit to the public if all L.A. government finances were posted to the Internet, so voters would be able to see for themselves where all the money comes from and how it has been spent?

I am sure you and your team could write a terrific editorial about this. Surely it is within your mandate, since the press acts as the guardian of the public interest, and post the finances is as much in the public interest as any political idea currently in play.

Will you do it? Will you write or will you have written an editorial about Post the Finances? This idea needs to get traction in the media.

It is not as if I haven't done my share. I've contacted numerous politicians and power brokers, in Los Angeles, in California, and the nation, and explained the idea to them. Hahn and Villaraigosa know about post the finances. I also wrote to the entire Los Angeles City Council.

Many people agree that the idea is a good one, but so far no one is willing to take the plunge and publicly come out in favor of it.

I'm asking you to wield your influence in favor of the ordinary voter, not the special interests that now govern so much of our lives.

I want to believe that the Los Angeles Times employs real journalists, not the pseudo-journalists you spoke of in your talk at the University of Oregon. 

On this issue of Post the Finances, I really hope the Times is neither a wolf in sheep's clothing or a sheep, but a roaring lion that fights for the public good. Can I count on you?

A Letter from Steve Mozena to Sylvester Stallone

This is one of a number of letters about raising  money for Post the Finances  that was sent to members  of the  power elite in politics, business, philanthropy and entertainment. Some letters are reproduced here in full, others  just in part. 
Dear Sylvester Stallone:

How can we ever forget him? Rocky Balboa, given no chance but hanging in there and going the distance against the world champion. He just refused to throw in the towel. 

When we moviegoers watched Rocky, the underdog who never gave up, pursuing his one-in-a-million shot, we saw ourselves. If Rocky could triumph, perhaps we could too. Rocky was, and still is, a symbol of hope for the ordinary guy. 

There's a Rocky in all of us. Right now, I feel like Rocky. I too am pursuing a dream, and like Rocky, I'm getting battered. But also like Rocky, I'm trying to stay in the ring and keep fighting, hoping that I can triumph in the end. 

The battle I'm involved in is a different kind of fight than a boxing match, but it's no less important to me, or, as I'll explain later, to the people of California, my home state. 

But first let me jog your memory about who I am. I once had the good fortune to meet with you in person. It was at one of Elton John's Oscar parties; I believe it was at a place called the Maple Leaf. We were in a small room together. Elton was off to the side discussing the party with his staff, and your wife Jennifer had just left to make a phone call. 

I was surprised to find myself with a chance to talk to you one-on-one, and I think we chatted for about twenty minutes, on a variety of subjects, including the Rocky movies. You told me that the secret of their success lay in the fact that they encompassed two key themes: love and redemption. 

Another thing we talked about was my vision for revitalizing the city of Hollywood, specifically between La Brea and Vine Streets, along Hollywood Boulevard. When I came to the area in 1990 it was such a dump there. I made an artistic rendering of my vision as well as writing some text. It would have had a theme park atmosphere. During that time, MTA was constructing its new underground transit subway system, which caused a partial collapse of Hollywood Boulevard.

You joked that it looked as if the revitalization had already begun. We laughed.

You were very friendly to me, and told me I was an ambitious young man. 

I have always appreciated those words. At the time, I was ambitious for success as an entertainer. I wanted to make people happy. I am still ambitious, but what I really want to do now is to serve the public in the best way I know. It's just another way of making people happy. 

And that's why I'm writing you this letter. My effort to help the people of California is focused on getting our state out of its current financial crisis. To this end, I am promoting a ballot initiative which I believe can make a significant contribution to solving the problem. 

The initiative, officially called State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute, is known informally as Post the Finances. It calls for every government agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day. 

For the initiative to be placed on the November 2004 ballot, 373,816 signatures are needed by March 4. 

I believe posting state government finances to the Internet will reduce waste, fraud and mismanagement. It will give citizens an opportunity to oversee the finances of their own government, and will permanently change how political and government business is done in California. 

Imagine it: Even if Post the Finances results in savings of only 1 percent, this would amount to nearly a billion dollars; California's 2003-04 budget is $98.9 billion. This would be five times the $200 million estimated initial cost of implementing the measure. 

You can find more details about this bi-partisan initiative on the web site, postthefinances.com

I've had a long fight to get this initiative to this stage. The political leadership of our state has not been responsive, although I hope Governor Schwarzenegger will lend his support. Sometimes I feel like Rocky, trying to survive to the final round and wrestle a victory, for the people of California, out of the jaws of defeat. 

My belief is that if we don't fight for what's right, then the bad people win. Greed, corruption, waste, fraud—they will all continue just as before. I'm stepping into the ring, like Rocky, to score a victory over the system that makes dishonesty possible, and replace it with a new way of doing things that encourages honesty and integrity. Like Rocky, I believe in love and redemption, and this is my way of trying to redeem the state of California that I love. 

At the moment I am much in need of financial contributions. It takes large amounts of money to gather all these signatures—about a million bucks, in fact. I could sure use your contribution. I could use contributions from your thousands of fans too. 

I well remember that scene in the first Rocky movie, when Gazzo meets with Rocky and donates $500 to his cause for training expenses. Gazzo says, “Ya know, you ain't never had any luck. But I think this time Lady Luck may be in your corner. Whaddya think?” 

I'm hoping that Lady Luck is in my corner too. 

There are no limits on contributions to Post the Finances, you don't have to be a California resident, and I can accept contributions online. 

As any fighter knows, no matter how tough the fight, one good punch can still win the day. That's what I'm in this for. My one good punch is Post the Finances. I believe it's a punch that will knock out what is wrong with our state government today, and I would really appreciate your support. 

I will always remember that triumphant fanfare, Gonna Fly, that blares out at the beginning of Rocky I, as the word ROCKY moves across the screen in huge letters. It topped the billboard charts in 1977. As I hear that theme song in my mind, I see those letters also forming the words POST THE FINANCES. I know this initiative is gonna fly! 

All it needs is your support. 

A Letter from Steve Mozena to Mr. Mark Macarro, Tribal Chairman
Mr. Mark Macarro, 

Tribal Chairman of the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians

Dear Mr. Macarro:

I would like to inform you of a California ballot initiative currently in circulation and which I am promoting. Officially called State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute, and popularly known as Post the Finances, it would require every government agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day.

For the initiative to be placed on the November 2004 ballot, 373,816 signatures are needed by March 4.

I believe posting state government finances to the Internet will reduce waste, fraud and mismanagement. It will promote fiscal honesty in government and give California residents an unprecedented opportunity to oversee the finances of their own government. I believe this initiative, if passed, will permanently change how political and government business is done in California.

Even if Post the Finances results in savings of only 1 percent, this would amount to nearly a billion dollars, and California's 2003-04 budget is $98.9 billion. This would be five times the $200 million estimated initial cost of implementing the measure.

You can find more details about the initiative on the web site, postthefinances.com.

Mr. Macarro, I am aware of the leading position you have occupied for many years in the Native American community, and the respect in which you are held by people on all points of the political spectrum. 

I have myself been a supporter of Native American rights and investment opportunities whenever I have been in a position to do so. 

When I lived in Venice Beach, California in the late 1990's, for example, I suggested to the Los Angeles city council that they consider a land swap with Native Americans, granting them the right to build a casino on the site of a dilapidated building on the beach adjacent to the ocean, which would otherwise have been torn down, a precedent for this kind of land swap had recently occurred in Oregon. 

And, in 2001, I alerted you and all the other Native American leaders in California about the sale of the Maxim, a former casino in Las Vegas, which I thought would make an ideal site for a Native-American themed casino and hotel. Although recent Propositions had pitted Native Americans against the Las Vegas casinos, I believed that the two groups could be mutual beneficiaries rather than arch rivals.

It is for all these reasons that I am appealing to you for your support for this bi-partisan initiative. 

Because I am a private citizen without large financial resources, I am at the moment in need of financial contributions. 

If you would be willing to offer any help in that area, I would be enormously grateful, I can accept contributions online, maybe you could even help me coordinate a political fundraiser luncheon or dinner at your casino and hotel. 

Also, any referrals you would be willing to give me about others who might be interested in contributing would be greatly appreciated.

I thank you in advance for any help you can give.

A Letter from Steve Mozena to Eli Broad

Dear Mr. Eli Broad: 

A little over a month ago, I had the pleasure of talking with you on a radio talk show hosted by former mayor Richard Riordan, on Los Angeles' KABC AM 790 talk radio. I was honored to be on the air with two such fiscal giants of Los Angeles.

I mentioned at the time a ballot initiative I was promoting, called Post the Finances, which calls for every government agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day. You commented that you were all in favor of fiscal transparency.

I would now like to inform you that Post the Finances, which is officially named State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute, has just entered the signature gathering phase. For the initiative to be placed on the November 2004 ballot, 373,816 signatures are needed by March 4, 2004. . . . 

# # #

Dear Mr. George Soros: 

I have long admired your philanthropic activities and your continual support for the development of democratic, open societies. I am writing to inform you of an important development in Californian politics in which I am directly involved and which I feel is very much in line with the principles you espouse. 

I am also appealing to you for help. . . . 

# # #

Dear Mr. H. Ross Perot, Sr.:

I am writing to inform you of an exciting new development in California that will dramatically change the political landscape of this nation, and its name isn’t "Arnold Schwarzenegger." I also want to appeal to you for your support. As a businessman and private citizen who is deeply concerned about financial waste and corruption in government. . . . 

# # #

Dear Mr. Richard Mellon Scaife:

I have long admired your dedication to the cause of the modern conservative movement in this country. I am writing to inform you of an important development in Californian politics in which I am directly involved and which I feel is very much in line with the principles you espouse. I am also appealing to you for help . . . 

# # #
Dear Mr. Anthony Robbins:

We met some years ago at the Dracula premiere party. We chatted for a while and you gave me your secretary’s number and told me to call her to arrange a free ticket to your $1,000 plus seminar at hotel near LAX airport.

I was thrilled by your generous gesture, which added to the high I was already feeling after having recently completed the L.A. Marathon. Then at the seminar I was so inspired I walked across the eight feet of burning coals singing your suggested mantra, cool moss!

We both have roots in Venice, California. I believe it was when you lived there that you became inspired to make your contribution to life as a self-help speaker. I similarly felt inspired to community service in Venice. I helped the business community get 600 palm trees trimmed, and I fed and employed the homeless, to name only a couple of things.

Though I now live in Carson with my lovely wife and beautiful 1 1/2 year old daughter, I'm still inspired to help my fellow men and women here in California, and that’s the reason I am writing to you. 

I have become active in the political process, and am attempting something that if not exactly like walking on hot coals, does require the same ability to think beyond the usual range of possibilities.

I am the proponent of a ballot initiative currently in the signature gathering phase. It is officially called State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute, but it’s known informally as Post the Finances. It calls for every government agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day. . . . 

# # #

Dear Barry Manilow: 

As all your thousands of fans know, you have a gift for making people feel special, not only through your music but through the personal touch you give to your concerts as well. I know you really care about your fans. I care about people too, and I help wherever I can—from aiding the homeless to assisting in community beautification projects. I’m writing to tell you of my efforts now to help all Californians by getting our state government out of its huge debts and putting it on a sound financial basis for the future.

But first, let me remind you of who I am and how special our encounter was to me. My wife, 28, and I, 43, are lifelong fans of yours. In March of 2002, we attended one of your concerts in Anaheim, California, at The Grove. The local Los Angeles radio station had invited listeners to email a question or request that they would forward to you.

I emailed in my request, but I never expected that you would actually read the email aloud on stage along with your closing number. You read out the story about what I did when I was a teenager in Portland, Oregon, in the 1970s. I placed a speaker and microphone in the window of my second-story bedroom and sang my favorite song—and your breakout song—“I Write the Songs,” for the passers-by on the sidewalk below. This was my early version of karaoke singing, but I got some strange looks! You were amused and seemed delighted at the story.

You also lifted my joke from my email that I was probably one of the few men who would publicly admit he likes Barry Manilow's music. You chuckled at that.

Then you mentioned I was married a year ago, and my wife was pregnant. You read from my email where we said that if the baby were a boy we would name it Barry. Well, we now have a daughter, but I think you might like the name we chose for her. You might even be inspired to write a song about her!

Finally, you mentioned that I had written a litany of your songs I like, and my favorite was still “I Write the Songs.” Then you dedicated that song to us, and just before you sang it, you asked, Are Steve and Lucille out there? You made us feel so special that night, as the searchlight found us in the audience.

Later, you sent us an autographed photo.

The reason I am writing to you now is to appeal for your help. I have become involved in California politics. As you probably know, California is at the moment mired in huge deficits. It’s going to be hard for our new governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger, to dig us out of the mess. However, I am the proponent of a ballot initiative which I believe can make a significant contribution to solving the problem. . . . 

# # #
Dear Mr. Ed Asner:

As you will no doubt recall, we met more than 13 years ago in Portland, Oregon, when you were on shoot for a production. We have met a number of times since then, at entertainment functions, and we have also corresponded. We last spoke on my cell in the closing days of my campaign for mayor of Los Angeles in 2001.  In all our interactions, you have given me encouragement to follow my dream in both acting and in politics. I'm still a member of SAG to this day.

In the meantime, while I have had professional success, I have also had personal success. I got married in April 2001 and my wife and I had a baby girl in June of 2002. There is nothing like having a baby to make one think about the future welfare of our society.

To this end, I have undertaken another lofty challenge, which I wanted to let you know about. I am promoting a California ballot initiative, which is officially named "State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute." and popularly known as "Post the Finances." It has just entered the signature-gathering phase. "Post the Finances" calls for every government department and agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day. . . . 

# # #

A Letter to All U.S. Governors, Except Governor Schwarzenegger

Dear Governor:

I am certain that your state, in common with most other U.S. states today, is experiencing a budget crunch. Because of cutbacks at the federal level, difficult choices have to be made that may negatively impact many residents in your state.

I am writing to inform you of a revolutionary idea that will, both in the short-term and long-term, save the state a great deal of money.

It will also make a huge contribution to the laudable goal of accountability and financial transparency. This will help to restore citizens' eroding faith in the honesty of their government.

The idea is a simple one, yet I believe it would be extremely effective. I have been promoting it in my home state of California since 2000.

This is my proposal: Post all government finances to the Internet on a daily basis. I believe this would effectively root out waste, corruption and fraud. It would bring all the State's financial dealings into the clear light of day. It would also, I believe, prove extremely popular with the voters, who are sick of the misuse of taxpayers' money at all levels of government, and the secretive systems that make such abuse possible.

In the Post the Finances system, each government department or agency would be responsible for posting its finances to its own Website. My website postthefinances.com gives more details of the system, and of my efforts in promoting it.

So far, although I have approached all the leaders of California, including Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, no one has yet had the courage to come out in public support of this proposal, although I have received many private words of encouragement from influential people. It seems that everyone is waiting to see who will jump first, but no one wants to be the one who takes the plunge.

What Post the Finances needs is a visionary leader who is prepared to break out of the pack mentality and initiate a bold new system that will take government accounting into the twenty-first century. I am certain this will happen at some point in the future. The logic behind it is irrefutable: government money is taxpayers' money, so every taxpayer has a right to see, in detail, how that money is used. Up until recent years, such a goal has been  impractical, but with the coming of the Internet and the almost unbelievable leaps in information technology that have taken place in the last few years, what was formerly impossible is now easily possible. So why not enact Post the Finances right now?

My suggestion to you is this: initially, implement Post the Finances in just one state 

government department. See how it works. Monitor it. Get people used to the idea.

There is always resistance to change, but people will adapt to new realities. Then, after the initial sample, when the Post the Finances system is recognized and accepted, my 

suggestion is that you gradually convert all government departments to the same system.

Governor, I have confidence that you will be the person to take up this great challenge.

I know that as a leader, you are open to new ideas, and I believe you have the welfare of all your state's residents at heart. With Post the Finances, I believe you can give 

those residents a gift that will long outlast your tenure of the governor's office.

History always lauds the pioneers, and your work will be remembered.

I have thought long and hard about the Post the Finances idea, and have campaigned for it vigorously. I am confident it can stand scrutiny. If you need any more information, or if I can be of assistance to you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Is It True or Just Another Hollow Political Promise?
It is a pleasure to report that finally, there is a city in our nation that is preparing to Post the Finances daily to its website. That city is Albuquerque, New Mexico. See postthefinances.com

Steve Mozena was informed of Albuquerque's plans in a personal communication from Mayor Martin J. Chavez. The letter was in response to Steve's letter, sent to the mayors of many of the largest cities in the nation, informing them of the Post the Finances idea. 

Here is the text of Mayor Chavez's letter in full: 

Dear Mr. Mozena:

The City wholeheartedly agrees that transparency in government is an obligation to our taxpayers and is currently posting its monthly financial records on our website cabq.gov. In addition, the City's Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), annual budget and performance plan are also posted on the web.

No doubt daily disclosure of financial data would be the most transparent disclosure possible. In support of that objective, the City has funded acquisition of enterprise resource financial software that will enable daily posting that can be accessed through the Internet. The City has already started on this important project.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to call the Director of Finance and Administrative Services, Sandra Doyle.

Very truly yours,

Martin J. Chavez 

Mayor 

It would be hard to exaggerate the importance of this development in the ongoing Post the Finances campaign. Now we have something really tangible: one of the nation's largest cities committed to a daily system of posting the finances. 

Steve is certain that this is the first of many cities, and counties, and states that will soon be adopting the same system. 

Using Albuquerque as a model, he plans to redouble his efforts to convince the leaders of Carson to adopt Post the Finances, and to finally get a meeting with Governor Schwarzenegger to discuss the application of Post the Finances at the statewide level.

Albuquerque to Pioneer Post the Finances? 

Mayor Martin J. Chavez

City of Albuquerque

Dear Mayor Martin J. Chavez:

Thank you for your letter dated August 3, 2004. (See attached.)

I am delighted to hear that Albuquerque is to become the first city in the nation to post its finances to the Internet on a daily basis. I congratulate you and your staff on your bold vision in bringing financial transparency and accountability to city government. This is truly a great step forward, and I salute your pioneering spirit.

As I mentioned in my initial letter, I have been campaigning for Post the Finances for several years now. It is very gratifying to know that, independently of my efforts, you and the City of Albuquerque were thinking along exactly the same lines.

I am certain that Posting the Finances is the way of the future. I have informed the mayors of the 100 largest cities in the nation of the idea, and every state governor too. I expect that soon there will be more cities and states that follow your lead.

When I received your letter, I sent out a press release designed to boost my own efforts in getting Carson, my own city of residence, to post its finances. I mentioned in that release your pioneering decision to go ahead with such a system.

I have visited your city website and I look forward to soon reading about the posting of the finances, and following the links myself. When the system is up and running, I would very much like to visit Albuquerque and see up close how the system functions. I would then have more knowledge and information that I could take back to Carson in support of my own campaign for posting the finances.

Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn's Legacy
Dear Mayor James Hahn:

First let me express my appreciation for what you accomplished in your four years as Mayor of Los Angeles. 

You leave the city in better shape than you found it.

I have a suggestion that I believe will greatly enhance your legacy to the city.

Before you leave office on July 1, I suggest you issue an Executive Order that would implement a new form of financial accounting for the city, especially because of the charges of fiscal improprieties leveled against during your recent campaign.

I call this system Post the Finances. Simply put, Post the Finances is a system in which all government finances are posted every day to the Internet in the form of an online checkbook. It's as simple as online banking. See postthefinances.com

Under Post the Finances, ordinary citizens would be able to examine, through the Internet, all the city's finances, daily. It would be like having an open checkbook register showing all revenues and expenditures, day by day. Payees, dates, and amounts would all be shown clearly, as would income from all taxes and fees.

In this way, Los Angeleans will always be able to stop any waste and corruption instantly. Post the Finances is a truly honest, democratic system that is in the best interests of everyone.

If you decide to implement Post the Finances, I suggest it be applied systematically to just one city department at a time, beginning with Parks and Recreation. That will allow everyone to see how the system works and enable it to be fine-tuned and integrated throughout the department. From there, every city department can be converted to the same system.

As an alternative to an Executive Order, perhaps you might consider calling a press conference in which you endorse Post the Finances and call on your successor to implement it.

I applaud you in advance for having the vision, fiscal honesty, and the courage to make this system a reality. It would be a great farewell present to the city and its citizens, and I know future generations would thank you for it.

All Levels of Our Government Have Halliburtons
Halliburton’s alleged $61 million of overcharging on oil for Iraq, and the favoritism shown to them by the Bush administration, is just the tip of the iceberg as far as misuse of taxpayer money is concerned. We all know such abuses go on regularly at federal, state and even local levels of government.

This is why we need to post all government finances to the Internet. See postthefinances.com, which calls on all governmental departments and agencies to post daily all their revenues and expenditures. This would include posting all contract bids and awards, which would soon expose any favoritism.

Posting the finances would raise an immediate red flag over all dubious or fraudulent transactions. At the moment, once the daily newspaper headlines or broadcast top stories fade, such abuses are soon forgotten by the American public.

It's time both the Republicans and Democrats stood up to be counted on this issue. If they do not, maybe we, as Americans, need a Constitutional amendment requiring all governmental fiscal records to be accessible on the Internet and/or an undiscovered medium in the future in a simple and viewable form on a daily basis. This will thwart waste, fraud, corruption and mismanagement of tax dollars.

High-profile media figures like Bill O'Reilly, Lou Dobbs, Chris Matthews, and Joe Scarborough need to tackle the Post the Finances issue. We need backbone and substance from them, not the usual fluff.

Politicians must also call for fiscal posting, and should come out publicly and support the California post the finances ballot initiative. President Bush has shown himself to be an effective leader, but he could prove himself further by mandating the posting of all federal finances. Moreover, he could also take steps to standardize electronic accounting software nationwide for all of the federal government departments and agencies.

If Democratic presidential candidates such as Governor Howard Dean, Senator John Kerry, Senator Joe Lieberman, Rev. Al Sharpton et al also wish to prove themselves as leaders, they should support this initiative not only in California but nationwide. Democratic candidates, do you have your own Halliburtons?

Furthermore, if Governor Schwarzenegger is really to become the People's Governor, he should publicly support this California initiative. Gov. Schwarzenegger, does California have its own Halliburtons?

California county and city leaders such as Los Angeles‚ Mayor Jim Hahn are already making loud complaints about the Schwarzenegger budget. Hahn lambasted local TV news reporters for failing to point out the fiscal impact of the budget. Let's see if Mayor Hahn will in turn support posting of his city’s finances to the Internet. Mayor Hahn, does Los Angeles has its own Halliburtons?

Will we ever see an honest politician? Will we see a politician who puts Post the Finances at the top of his or her To Do list who puts the public interest above his or her own political interest? 

Time will tell.

Today I issue a challenge to all politicians at local, state and federal levels nationwide: show you are honest, show you are visionaries, show you care about ending the rampant abuse of taxpayer money. Come out and support Post the Finances now. Your constituents will thank you.

Lost in a Financial Fog

Just like the June Gloom of Fog that descends on Southern California, or the San Francisco fog, our government at all levels seems to hide behind the mask of financial fog.

We are the victims of secrecy in government, and that is bad for America.

That's why I support Sunshine Week, March 13-19, sunshineweek.org, which attempts to shine a light on issues of transparency and accountability in government.

We need fully open government and open books, with public officials accountable for what they do.

The Freedom of Information Act of 1966, which allows all public documents to be disclosed, should be scrupulously honored.

But we need to go further than this. Financial chicanery in government should not be tolerated. We need to shine a light on all government finances.

I have a plan that calls for the daily posting of all government finances to the Internet to thwart waste, fraud and corruption. See postthefinances.com

I have been campaigning hard for Post the Finances for many years.

But it's incredibly tough to persuade the politicians of city hall, and county, state and federal government, to do what is honest. They may give political lip service to the idea of honesty in government, but when someone comes up with a feasible plan to ensure fiscal honesty, they regard it as political dynamite and make sure they take no action. Many of the corrupt politicians know that to take any action on posting daily the finances would be like committing political suicide.

I have contacted all local Carson elected officials, City of Los Angeles Council, County Supervisors for the County of Los Angeles, State of California State Senators and Assembly, all 50 Governors, the top 200 mayors of U.S. cities, and all U.S. Senators and U.S. Representatives. I have also contacted President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Posting the Finances is timely and even relevant in California. 

In the current run-off Los Angeles mayoral election, Mayor James Hahn's campaign has been dogged by allegations of financial improprieties. His challenger Councilman Antonio Villaraigosa says he is for fiscal transparency yet he says nothing of posting daily the finances to the Internet. I have informed both candidates of my plan, so they cannot have the excuse that they know nothing about it. 

Post the Finances is easy to implement. All government accounting is in electronic format, and all government departments have websites. Information can easily be uploaded to the relevant websites. Post the Finances is like online banking: a daily open check book of the government's revenues and expenditures.

In spite of the soundness of the idea, so far I have had no success in getting it implemented, but I continue my mission.

Where is our political superhero who will open the government's financial books and do what is right for the citizens? It's time, during Sunshine Week, to spread some sun light into previously dark corners of the government. Let's put the heat of the sunshine on corrupt Politicians by posting daily the finances to the web.

But unless one honest politician has the courage to act, it seems that as far as financial honesty and accountability in government is concerned, we, the citizens, are inevitably and perpetually lost in a financial fog.

Political Dynamite: Post the Finances
Dear Fellow American:

Post the Finances is a simple but revolutionary idea that will change the face of politics and government in California and the nation.

Simply put, Post the Finances is a system to post daily all government finances, at all levels of government, to the Internet. See postthefinances.com

Post the Finances is political dynamite. For some politicians, it would be political suicide, since they do not want us, the taxpaying citizens, to see what they do with our money behind closed doors. 

They may give lip service to the idea of fiscal honesty and accountability, but they refuse to put in place a simple system that would guarantee it.

Most politicians are dedicated to helping the few, not the many.

They usually help the people who helped get them elected, and on whose support their political futures rest. Post the Finances is quite different.

It ignores the interests of the few and helps the many.

It helps you, the American taxpayer.

As the Journal-Standard, a newspaper in Freeport, Illinois, wrote in a recent editorial, Post the Finances is  a radical move toward openness.

The campaign for Post the Finances began five years ago, in 2000. It was a new idea for a new century, and it became the central plank in my campaign for mayor of Los Angeles in 2001.

The following year, in 2002, my wife gave birth to our first child. Then it really hit me what Post the Finances was all about: safeguarding the future for our children.

They are the ones we should be thinking about.

Whatever we do today is their legacy for tomorrow. I realized then that we must not leave our children a legacy of debt, waste and corruption in our government.

Our government is a mirror of who we are.

Just as we want our personal lives to be honest and open, we must demand the same qualities in our government, especially in respect of how it uses our money.

Since this site was established two years ago, more than one million people have visited it.

From the response I have had, I know that Post the Finances is the way of the future. It will restore fiscal sanity to California and to the nation as a whole.

Just as our young kids today are growing up assuming that cell phones and the Internet have always been there, so the kids of tomorrow will think it's no big deal that citizens can check up on every detail of what their government is doing with taxpayers' money.

When that day comes, and it is not far off, people will wonder, How did we ever do it any other way? It will be like trying to remember a world without email. How did we all manage?

Given the inspiration that the birth of my baby girl gave me, the Post the Finances campaign kicked into high gear over a year ago.

Because the political establishment in California was failing to respond to my many requests to start the Post the Finances ball rolling, I created a ballot initiative that would mandate all California government departments and agencies to post their finances to their respective Web sites every day.

If Post the Finances were to become law, ordinary citizens would be able to access, through the Internet, all the state's finances. It will be like having an open checkbook register showing all revenues and expenditures, day by day. Payees, dates, and amounts will all be shown clearly, as will income from all taxes and fees. It's as easy as online banking. We will have open books not cooked books.

We need a money trail like this so we can follow the flow of the dough to prevent misuse of our taxes.

In this way, Californians will always be able to stop any waste and corruption instantly.

A ballot initiative is a large undertaking for a single individual. To get the initiative on the ballot, nearly 400,000 signatures are required.

For many months during 2003 I moved heaven and earth to raise the money that was needed. I contacted all the movers and shakers in California politics, from Congressman Darrell Issa, who bankrolled the recall of Governor Gray Davis, to Arnold Schwarzenegger. I received support from Carl DeMaio at the prestigious

Performance Institute in San Diego, and encouraging words from former LA Mayor Richard Riordan.

Wherever I went I spoke about Post the Finances, and I always received an enthusiastic response. 

When I spoke at the Sunday morning Prayer Breakfast at the Fall 2003 California Republican Convention, nearly 500 people broke out in spontaneous applause in support of the Post the Finances initiative.

I was invited to the Schwarzenegger inauguration in Sacramento in November, 2003, and made sure that every member of Schwarzenegger's inner circle knew about Post the Finances. I also wrote directly to Schwarzenegger, asking that he throw his weight behind the initiative. 

However, to date I have received no reply, even though the Governor has emphasized reform and commissioned a Performance Review to improve all aspects of government.

Why has California missed this great opportunity?

I am still seeking an appointment with the Governor to discuss the proposal directly with him. In the absence of any word of support from him, I am far less likely to support him in the next election than I was before. I have recently explained my waning support for Schwarzenegger in a letter to Duf Sundheim, the chairman of the California Republican Party.

Initially, if Schwarzenegger would have issued an executive order for this, or if I would have had enough money to get the necessary signatures, as Schwarzenegger has for his numerous initiatives, I would have proposed Post the Finances to be applied systematically to just one California government department at a time.

That will allow everyone to see how the system works and enable it to be fine-tuned and integrated throughout the department. From there, every California government department can be converted to the same system.

Whether it is a local city, a state or even the federal government, my approach would be to implement the system, one department at time until it was fully operational throughout local, state or federal government.

In July, 2004, aware of the fact that I could not rely on California to take the necessary step, I wrote to all state Governors and more than 200 mayors of the biggest U.S. cities informing them of the Post the Finances proposal.

The letters generated considerable interest.

Mayor Anthony A. Williams of Washington D.C. pointed out that his city already posts more financial information on the Internet than most other cities, and he added, Your suggestion of posting information on a daily basis is intriguing, and I will ask the CFO to explore this option.

Mayor Bart Peterson of Indianapolis said he would consider the proposal, and M. Jodi Rell, Governor of Connecticut, expressed his appreciation for my taking the time to share my concerns.

From the State of Illinois, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich office wrote, “We have reviewed your idea regarding posting all our finances online and we will take this suggestion into consideration.”

Another encouraging response came from the office of Louisiana Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco. The letter stated, “You have raised some interesting points, and therefore I have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to our Policy and Planning Department.”

Oscar B. Goodman, Mayor of Las Vegas, also took action, writing that he had “taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to our City Manager's Office for review.”

A telephone message from the office of South Carolina's Governor Sanford saluted me for this trailblazing undertaking.

Phil Gordon, Mayor of Phoenix, also responded in a positive fashion. He wrote, “Your idea of posting all city financial transactions on the Internet to increase accountability and fiscal integrity is very creative and interesting . . . . I have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to our Finances Department for their review. I am sure that its applicability will be carefully reviewed by our city staff.”

The most promising response came from Martin J. Chavez, Mayor of Albuquerque, New Mexico, who stated that the city of Albuquerque already had plans underway to establish a post the finances system for its city government. Although some time has elapsed since then and the system is not yet operational, I still have high hopes that Albuquerque will become the first city in the nation to implement a post the finances system.

In the fall of 2004, I ran a vigorous campaign to win a seat on the Carson, California, City Council. At several candidate forums I advocated Posting the Finances. In the election, I received over 1,150 votes. I took encouragement from this, and ran again for a Council seat in March of this year. Once again, Post the Finances was a vital part of my platform. Although I did not win election, many more people became aware of the Post the Finances.

Pushing for this fundamental reform of the way our government at all levels handles our money is an uphill struggle, but I am determined to continue it.

In politics, the issue of fiscal honesty is never far from the surface.

In the March, 2005, campaign for mayor of Los Angeles, Mayor James Hahn's campaign was dogged by charges of financial impropriety. His challenger, Councilman Antonio Villaraigosa, said he was for fiscal transparency, but he said nothing of posting the finances. I have informed both candidates of my plan, so they cannot have the excuse that they know nothing about it.

During the campaign for the run-off election in May, I have publicly called on each candidate to make a promise to enact Post the Finances if they are elected.

And, recently, the Journal-Standard, in Freeport, Illinois, became the first newspaper in the nation to endorse Post the Finances.

The editorial was titled, “Information can do what 'reform' can't,” and it argued that a Post the Finances system, would go a long way to mitigate the enabling activities of government agencies and their accounting methods that too often serve to either obscure various expenses or needlessly delay reporting them to ensure individual lawmakers can't be connected to political favors, votes, appointments and other efforts to reward an outside benefactor.

The editorial concluded, “So perhaps it is finally time to subject our politicians and bureaucrats to . . . scrutiny and let sunshine—the disinfecting power of openness—do its work on a government that is increasingly selling out our democratic soul to the highest bidder.

I applaud the Journal-Standard for its vision and courage.

I hope it will be the first of many newspapers to call for the instituting of Post the Finances.

I also hope and expect many more ordinary citizens to take up the challenge and call for Posting the Finances.

Eventually the message of Post the Finances will get through to the politicians. They will realize they can no longer hide behind a wall of financial secrecy and must open up the books for everyone to see.

No longer will we have politicians and their friends becoming millionaires at the public expense, but an informational system that will help millions of American taxpayers ensure their money is spent wisely and well.

The Post the Finances fuse may seem long now, but eventually this stick of political dynamite will explode, with devastating results for those politicians, bureaucrats and others connected with our government who have taken advantage of our political system. 

Then, and only then, will the bells of financial freedom and accountability ring out from sea to shining sea.

Wow, what an inspiring sound that will make . . . 

Greedygate
“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” Thomas Jefferson

Jefferson’s words take on new meaning this Fourth of July as America reels from the effects of what I have dubbed “Greedygate.” 

In the Greedygate scandal, executives at Enron, Anderson, Xerox, Rite-Aid, and World.com mortgaged the futures of their shareholders and employees by hiding losses and covering up fiscal improprieties.

Knowledge creates power. And for millions of average Americans, ignorance spelled ruin, not bliss. 

The Greedygate debacle encourages us to heed Jefferson’s advice. 

Not only must we must carefully watch large public corporations, especially their executives who seem to generally care more about their own bottom line than ours, but we must watch with, an eagle's eye, the eye of a hawk or vision of a vulture, the finances of our government's own Greedygate even more vigilantly so to stop the waste, fraud and corruption within it by posting daily all its finances to the web.

We must keep our eyes trained on the Federal government‚s finances, our politicians and bureaucrats. The tragic events of September 11 may usher in a new era of government secrecy and hidden expenses.

But let us not allow Osama Bin Laden, Al Qaeda and the Taliban destroy the best part of the grand American experiment: government’s accountability to its citizens.

Instead, let us work to make U.S. government even more fully accountable to those it serves—us. 

I ask you to help me achieve my goal of having all federal finances posted on the World Wide Web.

Following in the footsteps of another great patriot, Thomas Paine, the broadcast media must demand that the federal government exhibit Common Sense and post daily revenues and expenditures on the Web. 

Our celebration of Independence Day reminds us that more than two centuries ago an extraordinary group of people envisioned a government accountable to its citizens. 

Help to destroy Greedygate and preserve the Founders’ vision of America. 

Call or e-mail your political representatives you want our government finances, all revenues and all expenditures for every agency, simple and clearly, posted daily on the Internet. 

It just makes common sense! 

What's the DeLay?
We hear a lot about allegations of financial corruption against House Majority Leader Tom DeLay.

It appears that DeLay's ethical violations, in which lobbyists pay for his travel junkets, are part of his pay to play system that gives legislative favors to big donors at the expense of the people DeLay is supposed to be representing.

But this is just the tip of the iceberg as far as financial corruption in government is concerned. If we don scuba gear, dive a little deeper I bet that we would discover corruption that would make DeLay's transgressions seem like a drop in an ocean of fiscal corruption and mismanagement.

Even worse is the code of silence and secrecy that surrounds it, and which enables those in power to protect themselves and each other. This includes not only the government but also the broadcast media, the so-called fourth estate, who are failing in their duty to protect the public interest.

For over five years, I have been campaigning for a simple reform of government financial accounting. I call for posting all the finances to the Internet, every day, in a simple checkbook formula that anyone could understand, just like online banking.

This new, easily implemented system would curb the egregious financial behavior of our elected officials. Every responsible citizen would be able to act as a government watchdog.

In promoting Post the Finances, postthefinances.com, I have approached hundreds of people in positions of power in this country, including politicians, political philanthropists and broadcast media owners. I have written to President George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney, and to all U.S. Senators and Representatives and all state Governors. In California, I have contacted Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, L.A. Mayor Jim Hahn, former mayor Richard Riordan, the City of Los Angeles Council, the County Supervisors for the County of Los Angeles, and the State of California State Senators and Assembly. I have written to more than 200 mayors of the largest cities in the nation. I have informed media broadcast barons Rupert Murdoch and Sumner Redstone, and philanthropists and political activists such as George Soros and Richard Mellon Scaife. 

I have received verbal and written encouragement from many, but when it comes to implementing the system, I have come up against a wall of silence and secrecy and a pattern of evasion and obfuscation.

Do Larry King, Bill O'Reilly, Chris Matthews, Joe Scarborough, Charlie Gibson, Sean Hannity, Katie Couric, Ted Koppel, Brian Williams and other prominent news people have the guts to make this a national topic that all Americans can hear about? 

Or are they part of the problem not the solution? 

I'm in the phone book in Carson, California. I challenge those in positions of power in the broadcast media to contact me and let me explain this issue to them on live television.

The refusal of those in power to even consider posting the finances is a scandal in itself. 

Why is there no politician bold enough to implement the system? Mayor Chavez of Albuquerque, New Mexico, said he was going to implement the plan; however, to date he has not. 

Why will none of the broadcast media pundits or investigative reporters take up this cause?

It's time for those in positions of power and privilege in this country to make themselves accountable to the people, rather than always trying to protect their own selfish interests. 

I hope someone comes along some day who really cares about the interests of all Americans, not just his or her own self interests.

I know it will happen. 

The secrecy will end and the financial information that all Americans should have will finally be made available via the Internet. 

Now, it's just a matter of time when the code of silence and secrecy about our government's finances at all levels of the government will be broken.

The following letter was sent to all U.S. Governors.

Post the Finances for Fiscal Honesty 

Dear Governor:

I am certain that your state, in common with most other U.S. states today, is experiencing a budget crunch. Because of cutbacks at the federal level, difficult choices have to be made that may negatively impact many residents in your state.

I am writing to inform you of a revolutionary idea that will, both in the short-term and long-term, save the state a great deal of money.

It will also make a huge contribution to the laudable goal of accountability and financial transparency. 

This will help to restore citizens' eroding faith in the honesty of their government. 

The idea is a simple one, yet I believe it would be extremely effective. I have been promoting it in my home state of California since 2000.

This is my proposal: Post all government finances to the Internet on a daily basis. I believe this would effectively root out waste, corruption and fraud. It would bring all the State's financial dealings into the clear light of day. 

It would also, I believe, prove extremely popular with the voters, who are sick of the misuse of taxpayers' money at all levels of government, and the secretive systems that make such abuse possible.

In the Post the Finances system, each government department or agency would be responsible for posting its finances to its own Website. My website, postthefinances.com gives more details of the system, and of my efforts in promoting it. 

So far, although I have approached all the leaders of California, including Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, no one has yet had the courage to come out in public support of this proposal, although I have received many private words of encouragement from influential people. 

It seems that everyone is waiting to see who will jump first, but no one wants to be the one who takes the plunge.

What Post the Finances needs is a visionary leader who is prepared to break out of the pack mentality and initiate a bold new system that will take government accounting into the twenty-first century. 

I am certain this will happen at some point in the future. The logic behind it is irrefutable: government money is taxpayers' money, so every taxpayer has a right to see, in detail, how that money is used. 

Up until recent years, such a goal has been impractical, but with the coming of the Internet and the almost unbelievable leaps in information technology that have taken place in the last few years, what was formerly impossible is now easily possible. So why not enact Post the Finances right now?

My suggestion to you is this: initially, implement Post the Finances in just one state government department. See how it works. Monitor it. Get people used to the idea. 

There is always resistance to change, but people will adapt to new realities. 

Then, after the initial sample, when the Post the Finances system is recognized and accepted, my suggestion is that you gradually convert all government departments to the same system.

Governor, I have confidence that you will be the person to take up this great challenge. 

I know that as a leader, you are open to new ideas, and I believe you have the welfare of all your state's residents at heart. 

With Post the Finances, I believe you can give those residents a gift that will long outlast your tenure of the governor's office. 

History always lauds the pioneers, and your work will be remembered.

I have thought long and hard about the Post the Finances idea, and have campaigned for it vigorously. I am confident it can stand scrutiny. 

If you need any more information, or if I can be of assistance to you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

The Best Christmas Gift Ever Was Wrapped in a Manger 

Dear Fellow Catholics and others of Christian Faith: 

While driving the other day, I saw a sign that read: “The best Christmas gift ever was wrapped in a manger.”

Doesn’t that summarize all that we do this time of year? 

Both inside malls and churches for the next four weeks we are all working towards the same goal: Christmas. The only difference is the outcome of the goal. 

The secular world wants more money; God wants us to become more like his son, Jesus.

When we reflect through the pages of scripture, it’s evident that we become “like Jesus” by doing what he did: by GIVING our time, our talents, and our finances. 

As we know, all too often money gets in the way of our relationship with God. St. Paul spoke those famous words to his friend Timothy: “The love of money is the root of all evil.”

Instead of becoming generous, we become greedy, not only as individuals but also in our government. “Money is an excellent servant but a terrible master!”

How many stories of greed, fraud, corruption and mismanagement of our tax dollars have we heard? 

When the Pharisees asked Jesus whether it was lawful to pay taxes, Jesus replied, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 

But what do we do if Caesar wastes the money, defrauds us, or otherwise mismanages the tax income to which we all contribute? 

The answer lies in making the state accountable to the citizens for every penny of taxpayer money it spends. 

It is our duty to demand this. As Christians, we are called upon to be good stewards of all the gifts we are given. 

This includes the money we earn through the honest exercise of our talents and our labor. And when with goodwill we pay our taxes to the state, our responsibility does not end there. 

We must all, collectively, be good stewards of the public purse, just as we are good stewards of the gifts God bestows on us and on our families. 

This is why I have created the ballot initiative that gives each one of us an opportunity to exercise our Christian calling of stewardship as residents of our wonderful state of California.

Post the Finances is my ballot initiative. It is officially called State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute, and is known informally as Post the Finances. It calls for every government agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day. 

This initiative is a prophetic challenge for us to hold our elected officials to the high standards of fiscal honesty and integrity that we as Christians and as Californians deserve. 

You could say, in a way, that we are fulfilling Jesus‚ words: “for there is nothing hidden that will not become visible and nothing secret that will not be known and come to light” (Luke 8:17). 

After all, as things stand, who really knows where all of our hard earned taxpaying money goes? 

Without this initiative, we are all “left in the dark.” 

Jesus is the Light of the world. He came to bring all of us, both individually and collectively into the light. This is our opportunity to ensure that our government act under our careful scrutiny, not their own selfish motives. 

As we approach Christmas, I realize that we all have extra financial burdens. The brightly lit storefronts and the well-decorated stores are calling us to buy, buy, and buy.

But I believe that God is also calling each of us to also give a special gift that will benefit all of us, our children and our children's children. 

As Christians I implore you to be as generous as you can with your finances, remembering the words of Jesus: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

There are four ways in which you can help: 

1. Go to postthefinances.com and click on contributions to donate 

2. Or mail a check payable to: Post the Finances, PO Box 11144, Carson, CA 90749 

3. Or call in with a credit card to ..... 

4. Finally, it would be enormously helpful if each one of you in the congregation could call Governor Schwarzenegger and ask him to publicly endorse this initiative or create an executive order to implement it now. 

May God bless you and your families in advance for your generosity. 

Merry Christmas.

Freeway Car Dealer Marquees?
Dear Car Dealer:

As everyone knows, California’s government is in a mess.

As a Californian citizen, I am proposing a simple, easy measure that will help get us out of the mess. I call it Post the Finances. See postthefinances.com

Post the Finances calls for every California government department or agency, at city, county and state level, to daily post their finances to the Web.

Post the Finances will help to create a new era of fiscal accountability and citizen oversight of government. It will promote honesty in government: now we will have open books, not "cooked" books.

I am in the process of Post the Finances as a statewide ballot initiative. I aim to get it on the ballot in November, 2004. The initiative is currently in its second phase, awaiting a fiscal impact study by the State’s department of finance. After that is completed, I will begin to collect the 373,816 signatures that are needed.

The city of Carson is already lining up to lead the way.  The Carson City Council is all set this coming week on Tuesday, August 19, to approve a feasibility study of Post the Finances, followed by approval of the measure within 30 days.

Please note this is a bi-partisan issue. Democrats, Republicans and Independents can find common ground here.

I am appealing to you for your help. No, I don’t want any money.

But I would like your support. I hope you would be willing to put up on your changing roadside marquee display a message reading:

Carsonites! Post the Finances. See postthefinances.com

Alternatively, the message might read:

Californians! Post the Finances. See postthefinances.com

If you wish, you can just go ahead and do it. But please let me know if you do.

If you have any questions about Post the Finances, please feel free to give me a call. Or check out the Web site. Wouldn’t it be great if Post the Finances passed, and every Californian citizen could oversee government finances just by going on the Web? It can happen!

So many tens of thousands of people get to see any message you display, every day, your support could really make a difference.

Let’s all come together as Californians for fiscal honesty and transparency in our city and state governments.

Can I count on your support?

To Dr. Steven Frates, The Rose Institute of State and Local Government

Dr. Steven Frates

Senior Fellow

The Rose Institute of State and Local Government

Claremont McKenna College

Dear Dr. Frates:

Carl DeMaio and Michael Davidson of the Performance Institute in San Diego gave me your name and suggested that I contact you.

I am the proponent of a California ballot initiative, currently in circulation, entitled "State Revenue and Expenditures. Initiative Statute," informally known as "Post the Finances."

Post the Finances would require every government agency in California to post its finances to the Internet every day. The postings would be in the form of an easy-to-read checkbook register. Payees, dates, and amounts would all be shown, as would revenue from taxes, fees and other sources. For the initiative to be placed on the November 2004 ballot, 373,816 signatures are needed by March 4.

I believe that posting state government finances to the Internet will produce a dramatic reduction in waste, fraud and mismanagement. It will provide an unprecedented opportunity for citizens to oversee the finances of their own government. If the initiative succeeds, I believe it will permanently change how political and government business is done in California, and that all California residents will be the beneficiaries.

Carl DeMaio, president of the Performance Institute and Chairman of California Government Accountability Council, has endorsed Post the Finances, and I am appealing to you for support as well. I know you are an expert in the arcane world of government finance, and I hope you might share my views about the desirability of more openness in state and local finances. I would welcome an appointment to talk with you about this matter at any time that is convenient for you.

For your information, I attach the title and summary of Post the Finances prepared by the Attorney General of California. Full details of the initiative can be found on my website: postthefinances.com.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Title and summary of Post the Finances

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary below of the chief purpose and points of the proposed measure:

THE INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS

TITLE: STATE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES. INITIATIVE STATUTE.

SUMMARY: Requires each state agency, at the end of each business day, to post on its website:

(1) relevant names, dates and amounts of every check, credit card or cash transaction, or other agency expenditure; and

(2) revenue sources, including, but not limited to, taxes and fees, and the date, amount of revenue, and fund into which the revenue is deposited.

The Controller in consultation with the Treasurer and Department of Finance shall create guidelines and procedures to standardize the postings in the form of a checkbook register.

Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local governments:

This measure would have the following major state fiscal effects: Potential one-time costs of over $200 million and annual costs in the tens of millions of dollars for the development, implementation, maintenance, and use of a new data collection and reporting system.

Proponent Steve Mozena's Note: 

In the fiscal impact study conducted for the "Post the Finances" initiative by Elizabeth G. Hill, Legislative Analyst, and Steve Peace, Director of Finance, which was sent to Honorable Bill Lockyer, California Attorney General, the authors noted that "The public reporting of detailed fiscal information could result in savings related to improved fiscal resource management. The magnitude of such savings is unknown.”

The budget of California for 2003-04 is $98.9 billion. Even if Post the Finances results in savings to the California taxpayers of 1 percent, a fairly conservative estimate, this would save nearly a billion dollars. Savings of a mere 0.5 percent, through a reduction in waste, fraud and mismanagement, would be two and half times the estimate of the initial cost of implementing the measure. See the fiscal impact estimate above.

Audit the I.R.S.

Tax Day comes every year.

Come on. Admit it! Wouldn’t you like to audit the I.R.S.?

Wouldn’t you like to see how much of Americans‚ hard-earned money is paid into the coffers of the Internal Revenue? Moreover, wouldn’t you like to know how much the I.R.S. spends on its operating costs?

Unfortunately, at this point it’s not possible for us to check up on the I.R.S., but for American taxpayers one careless mistake with a filing could cause an audit.

Let’s turn the tables and insist that the I.R.S. and all government agencies post all their revenues and expenditures on the World Wide Web.

About two years ago, I spearheaded the effort by sending a "Post the Finances to the Web" postcard to every U.S. Senator and U.S. Representative. The message urged lawmakers to create legislation mandating that the federal government place on the Web all of its finances.

Thus, taxpayers will be able to easily inspect financial records.

Most Federal accounting is already in electronic format. Thus, a few daily mouse clicks of “ftp-ing” the information to the respective websites, could help to stop or prevent a stew of corruption from bubbling away on the government’s back burners, away from public scrutiny.

Daily posting of all of the revenues and expenditures of all government entities to the Web could also help to control spending, trim fat, and even reduce taxes by keeping federal finances in plain view of the citizenry.

Not only would it be extremely useful to see the income and the expenses of the I.R.S., wouldn't it also be interesting to see how much money the federal government sends to foreign nations? Or the volume of liquid assets that irrigates the farm belt? Or even how much cash is delivered to and spent by the U. S. Post Office?

You can help by e-mailing, writing a letter or calling your city, county state, and federal representatives. Urge the lawmakers to create legislation that mandates the daily posting to the Web of all finances.

Together, we can have fiscal honesty.

Together, we can create accountability.

Together, we can make a difference.

To President George W. Bush

Dear President George W. Bush:

I am proposing an important measure that will improve the fiscal accountability of the federal government to all the U.S. citizens it represents. It is a simple measure that can be implemented almost immediately and at no cost.

The proposal is this the daily posting of all the federal finances to their respective Web sites.

The citizens of the United States expect and deserve financial accountability from their federal government. The advent of the World Wide Web and the Internet, as well as the widespread use of electronic accounting and record-keeping software, provide the U.S. government with an unprecedented opportunity to offer daily financial accountability to all its citizens.

Each day officials and employees of the entire American government can upload, via a technique known as "file transfer protocol," to the appropriate Web sites records of all expenditures and income.

The electronic "open books" spreadsheets created by posting this information to the Web will provide U.S. taxpayers with a number of simple and easy methods to review the fiscal data.

The benefits of posting all of the federal finances to the Web are easy to see. By creating a publicly available "money-trail," an informed citizenry will be able to demand accountability from its government.

The measure will also help to thwart any fiscal improprieties. There will be no stew of corruption bubbling away on the government’s back burners, away from public scrutiny.

The daily posting of all the government‚s revenues and expenditures to the Web will also help to control spending, trim fat, and may even help reduce taxes by keeping all the United States‚ finances in plain view of the citizenry. It will create fiscal honesty in government, a goal that I am sure is close to your heart.

As I am sure you know, U.S. taxpayers have an absolute legal right to examine these public records to see how much money is received by each government agency and the manner in which it is spent.

I have no doubt that had the Web been available over a hundred years ago, your illustrious predecessor, Honest Abe Lincoln, would have endorsed the proposal I am making here. And it is because I believe the epithet "honest" can justly be applied to you as well, that I am informing you of my  proposal.

Mr. President, I urge you to give this measure your full support. It is in response to the needs of the time, and electronic technology makes it easily achievable. Now is the time to act.

To All U.S. Taxpayers and Voters

Dear U.S. Taxpayer and Voter:

I'm disappointed in our elected officials because not one of them has come out in support of the "post the finances" idea that I have been writing and talking about for 4 years: all governmental agencies should daily post their finances to their respective websites. If this idea is implemented, it will be like having an open check book showing all deposits and expenditures. We will have "open books" not "cooked books."

We need to have a "money trail" like this so we can follow the flow of the dough to prevent misuse of our taxes.

I sent more than 600 beautifully produced postcards advocating this important initiative to the entire U.S. Congress, U.S. Senators and U.S. Representatives, including President George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney.

I also said I'd like to see each elected official post daily to his or her Web site all revenues and expenditures for their respective offices.

I e-mailed all of the California State Senators and Assembly members, as well as Governor Gray Davis, pointing out how beneficial it would be to have the California Legislature enact a law that would mandate daily Web posts of all the state's finances.

I also adapted the postcard for the city and county of Los Angeles and sent it to Mayor James K. Hahn for the city of Los Angeles, the Los Angeles City Council and the Los Angeles County Supervisors.

Moreover, I have sent press releases to the mainstream media about this initiative. You would think that with a catchy press release titled "Audit the IRS", now on this web site, which was sent out a couple of years ago, perfectly timed for the April 15 Tax Day, this would generate media interest. But nothing has happened.

Now, because of the lack of response from any level of government, I have taken on the challenge of putting an initiative on the California ballot.

Shortly, I will create an online petition where California registered voters can write their names, addresses, and telephone numbers to show their support for placing the daily posting initiative for California on the State of California ballot.

If "love of money is the root of all evil," let’s shine a light on all the governmental finances to thwart waste and end corruption.

I have yet to hear from even one governmental official who is in favor of this daily posting. What are our governmental officials hiding? We need fiscal honesty.

Taxpayer and U.S. citizen Howard Jarvis had an uphill battle to gain property tax relief. The grass-roots campaign that led to California being only the second state to adopt term limits in 1990 was also an uphill battle, but it paid off because dedicated individuals believed in it.

California has a more dynamic, efficient legislature as a result. And term limits legislation quickly spread across the country, being passed in 18 states from 1990 to 1995.

So, finally, as the host of TV’s America's Most Wanted would say, one person can make a difference, to which I add—plus one, plus one, until we get all of our government agencies to post their finances to their Web sites.

Waste and corruption have had their day. Now we have the technology to allow or instant citizen scrutiny of how our tax dollars are being used.

It’s high time we used it.

The Journey Continues 

Tuesday September 2, 2003

Post the Finances like D.N.A for the Criminal Justice System

Up to now, Mozena has written freely about what is happening with his "Post the Finances" idea. But now he’s going for the Silent Treatment. 

Things are happening and will continue to happen behind the scenes. You'll just have to wait until you’re broadsided by news of “Post the Finances.” What the advent of DNA testing did for the criminal justice system, "Post the Finances" will do for the political system. Just as DNA is a precise technology that exposes wrongdoers beyond a doubt, Post the Finances is a precise technology that will expose political and financial wrongdoers—and so put a big dent in waste, corruption, overspending and high taxes. So watch out . . . and stay tuned.

Thursday September 4,  2003

San Francisco Radio Talk Show Host Likes the Idea

Mr. Mozena spoke to San Francisco's talk radio station KGO 810-AM Newstalk. He was on "The Bernie Ward Show," with host Mr. Bernie Ward at 1 a.m. on Thursday morning from San Diego. KGO reaches many western states at night with its powerhouse signal.

According to the KGO Web site, "nothing makes [Bernie Ward] angrier than bureaucratic incompetence." He was therefore all in favor of the Post the Finances idea, saying that anything that directed some sunshine on the fiscal records would be good.

Mr. Ward said he would like to see the plan, and Mr. Mozena suggested he look over the Web site for specifics. Whew! A tireless Mr. Mozena continues to pound the airwaves with his message of fiscal honesty in government even at 1 o‚clock in the morning! 

His attitude: never sleep on a good idea. Take action!

Saturday September 12, 2003

Mozena Talks to Two Outstanding L.A. Leaders on KABC Radio

About 10:15 p.m. Friday, Mr. Mozena spoke to two of the most politically influential men in Los Angeles on one of the Los Angeles' premiere radio stations. They were former Republican mayor Richard Riordan, who was substituting for a regular radio talk show host on Los Angeles' KABC AM 790 talk radio Friday evening, and Mr. Eli Broad, president of KB Homes, a billionaire philanthropist who was Riordan’s guest. Mr. Broad is a Democrat. Both are accomplished businessmen who have amassed fortunes. Mr. Broad in particular is a renowned business leader who built two Fortune 500 companies over a 5-decade career in business. In 1996, he and Mr. Riordan took on the task of raising sufficient funds to build the Frank Gehry-designed Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles, which is scheduled to open in late 2003.

Mr. Mozena thanked Mr. Riordan for taking his call and said he felt honored to be on the airwaves with two fiscal giants of Los Angeles. Mr. Mozena asked both men what they thought of Post the Finances. Both seemed to like the idea.

Mr. Broad said he was all in favor of fiscal transparency but would like to see the cost of it first. A true businessman. As astute businessmen, both Mr. Riordan and Mr. Broad realize that in order to have a sound fiscal house you must build on a solid foundation. In Mr. Mozena’s view, no one will scrutinize that foundation as closely as concerned citizens will, once Post the Finances is operational.

Richard Riordan didn’t become a millionaire by taking his eyes off the books. And Eli Broad definitely didn't become a billionaire by allowing wasteful spending. It is hard to imagine either of these men running up a $38 billion dollar deficit, as our current state leaders have done.

If Mr. Broad surfs to this site, he will see from the letter Mr. Mozena wrote to Lisa Mangat, legislative analyst for the State of California, that the cost of implementing Post the Finances will be low. In that letter, Mr. Mozena emphasized that savings made from the elimination of waste and corruption will more than compensate for the modest costs of setting the system up. Having been involved in Californian government and politics, both Mr. Broad and Mr. Riordan are surely aware that in Californian state government 

there is more than an average amount of waste, corruption, and duplicity.

Mr. Mozena looks forward to the support of both these outstanding men when the petition drive begins. Maybe they will be to Post the Finances what Darrell Issa was to the California recall election. Then it will truly be a bi-partisan initiative.

Saturday September 13, 2003

Rep. Darrell Issa Offers Support to Post the Finances, and National Advocate of Government Reform Carl DeMaio Enthuses about Post the Finances

Hot on the heels of his conversation with Mr. Riordan and Mr. Broad, Mr. Mozena met Congressman Darrell Issa at the Republican Convention Saturday morning at LAX Marriott at the Schwarzenegger Rally.

Congressman Darrell Issa is a successful high-tech businessman and electronics industry leader who represents California’s 49th Congressional District. He was instrumental in promoting the drive to recall Gov. Gray Davis.

Rep. Issa told Mr. Mozena that he thought Post the Finances was a great idea. He said if the Palestinian Authority, which is in chaos, can put its finances together on a monthly basis, the State of California can certainly post its finances to the Web on a daily basis.

With that endorsement, Mr. Mozena looks forward to Congressman Issa’s support for Post the Finances. Perhaps the Congressman will support the initiative with as much passion as he showed in promoting the recall drive. Both are important examples of how direct democracy can help to restore California’s fiscal sanity.

More Saturday Latest News

From 2:15 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. Mr. Mozena attended the seminar, "The California Budget Crisis," at the Republican Convention in the Houston Room of the LAX Marriott.

The speakers were Ray Haynes and Kevin McCarthy of the California State Assembly, and the host was Carl DeMaio, President of Performance Institute and Chairman of California Government Accountability Council (CGAC). CGAC serves as California's leading voice for government reform and improving the quality of life of every Californian. The Council combats waste, fraud, abuse and inefficiencies in government and promotes greater accountability for results.

Mr. DeMaio spoke about the financial mess California is in because of the budget crisis.

He mentioned that CGAC will have an initiative on the California ballot for November 2004, named "The California Taxpayer's Bill of Rights" The aim of the initiative is to limit tax and fee increases, control the level of state debt, create a budget "rainy day" fund, and impose a spending cap on state government.

In that same vein, Mr. Mozena mentioned his Post the Finances initiative which will enter its third phase in less than two weeks, when the signature-gathering process begins.

Mr. Mozena explained that the initiative called for the posting of all California's finances to the web on a daily basis in the form of simple checkbook register. The posted finances will include easily accessible archives and a search capability.

When Mr. Mozena mentioned his initiative, it drew cheers from the crowd.

At the same time, from the podium, in front of the crowd, Mr. DeMaio enthusiastically told Mr. Mozena, "Now there's an idea I can support. Let's get together for coffee."

After the meeting, Mr. DeMaio and Mr. Mozena confirmed their meeting in two weeks. Mr. Mozena is delighted to have the support of a man who has dedicated his career to public service. As a national leader in government reform, Mr. DeMaio is shaping efforts to hold government programs at all levels accountable for delivering tangible results for the taxpayer.

Mozena Meets Top Schwarzenegger Campaign Officials at Convention 

A representative from the Arnold Schwarzenegger campaign requested that Mr. Mozena attend a rally at the California Republican Convention Saturday morning. While there, Mr. Mozena met two of Arnold's key advisors: co-chair Congressman David Dreier and political advisor Bob Smith, who was former Governor Pete Wilson's chief of staff.

Mr. Mozena spoke with Mr. Smith about the "Post the Finances" initiative. He mentioned that in Arnold’s TV ads he says he will audit the state of California and open up the books. Mr. Mozena has made sure, with a number of FEDEX'd letters, as well as emails and faxes, that the Schwarzenegger campaign is aware of the "Post the Finances" initiative. Although Mr. Mozena has not yet met personally with Mr. Schwarzenegger during this campaign, the two have met a couple of dozen times in the past, at St. Monica's Catholic Church in Santa Monica and at Hollywood events and premiere parties for films such as "The Last Action Hero," "True Lies," and "Eraser."

Given Mr. Schwarzenegger statements in his ads, it seems, as Mozena commented to Smith, that Mozena and Mr. Schwarzenegger are on the same wavelength on this issue. When asked whether we would be hearing more from Mr. Schwarzenegger on the matter, Mr. Smith replied yes.

If Mr. Smith had attended the seminar on Government Accountability and the Prayer Breakfast, where the mere mention of posting the state’s finances on a daily basis to the Web drew applause, hoots, hollers and cheers, he would likely have impressed on Arnold the timeliness of this idea and its potential popularity with voters. In addition to meeting those two top Schwarzenegger advisors, Mr. Mozena also met Mr. George "Duf" Sundheim, California Republican Chairman, with whom he briefly discussed the Post the Finances idea.

Sunday September 14, 2003

Amazing Response at Prayer Breakfast

Tom Woods, 56, former California State Lawmaker and now with Woods, Barth and Associates, hosted the Sunday morning Prayer Breakfast at the LAX Marriott California Republican Convention. Mr. Mozena attended the prayer breakfast.

After a great breakfast, with speakers and songs, including the final song, "God Bless America," Mr. Woods stood up to close the meeting. Along with the benediction, he asked everyone to pray for Mr. Mozena and his Post the Finances initiative, which begins gathering signatures in a couple of weeks for its petition drive.

The response was amazing when Mr. Woods explained the initiative would post all the state's finances to the web on a daily basis on all the state's respective web sites, the crowd of nearly 500 conventioneers broke out in spontaneous applause, and there were hoots, hollers, and cheers in support of the Post the Finances initiative. Mr. Mozena was astonished and felt very humble at this overwhelming show of support.

With this kind of enthusiasm behind it, not to mention the power of prayer, Post the Finances is set to change the landscape of how political and government business is done in California.

Friday September 19, 2003

Fiscal Impact Study for "Post the Finances" Prepared by State Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance 

Hon. Bill Lockyer

Attorney General

Sacramento, CA 95814

Attention: Ms. Tricia Knight

Initiative Coordinator

Dear Attorney General Lockyer:

Pursuant to Elections Code Section 9005, we have reviewed the proposed initiative entitled "The Fiscal Accountability in State Government Act" (File No. SA2003RF00034).

Major Provisions 

This measure would result in significant changes to the way state entities record and report financial data. The measure requires that each state entity post on its Web site, at the close of each business day, any expenditures and revenues credited to that entity 

on that day. These postings would include relevant names, dates, and amounts of each transaction.

The measure would also require the State Controller’s Office (SCO), in consultation with the State Treasurer’s Office (STO) and the Department of Finance (DOF), to adopt guidelines and procedures to standardize the financial information reported by state entities on the Internet. The measure requires full implementation within 120 days of passage.

Currently, each state entity records its expenditures and revenues. The entity summarizes these fiscal transactions and enters the information into its accounting system. (These systems vary among departments.) This summary information is then transmitted to the SCO, as the state’s record keeper. 

Fiscal Effect 

The measure would have the following fiscal impacts on state government. 

New Data Collection System 

The state’s current accounting system does not allow for the recording of the level of financial detail as required by this measure, nor does it allow for the posting of financial information on the Internet. As a result, this measure would require the development and implementation of a new data collection and reporting system. Based on other state information technology projects, the one-time costs related to the development of 

such a system would be major—potentially over $200 million (spent over several years), with annual maintenance costs potentially in the low tens of millions of dollars.

Staffing at State Entities 

By requiring more detail than is tracked in existing data collection systems, this measure would require an increase in state entities‚ data entry work. Staffing needs would vary across state entities.

Some may not have significant increased needs, but other entities would experience significant new workload. Total increased staffing could result in annual costs of over $20 million.

Guidelines Established 

The measure requires the SCO, STO, and DOF to establish guidelines and procedures to standardize the financial information reported on the Internet. This activity would likely result in minor one-time costs. 

Increased Fiscal Reporting 

The public reporting of detailed fiscal information could result in savings related to improved fiscal resource management. The magnitude of such savings is unknown.

Summary

This measure would have the following major state fiscal effects: Potential one-time costs of over $200 million, and annual costs in the tens of millions of dollars for the development, implementation, maintenance, and use of a new data collection and reporting system.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth G. Hill

Legislative Analyst

Steve Peace

Director of Finance

Saturday, October 4, 2003

S. Cal. Newspaper Covers Post the Finances Initiative 

On Saturday, October 4, the 180,000-circulation Inland Empire of Southern California newspaper featured an article entitled, "Initiative barrage puts state in bind, experts say," by Sharon McNary. The article discussed the large role ballot initiatives now play in Californian politics. Steve Mozena, proponent of the Post the Finances initiative, was featured prominently in the lead to the story:

Steve Mozena is a self-described “average guy”  from Carson‚ who just couldn't get the Legislature to listen. So he wrote a ballot initiative to take his case straight to California voters. “Having an initiative is a wonderful avenue for citizens when they feel that their voice is not being heard,” said Mozena, who wants California's finances posted on the Internet. Mozena, 43, a Web-based textbook publisher with a wife and baby daughter, is not rich. So far, he is out just a $200 fee. He will need volunteers and financial backing to collect 370,000 signatures to qualify his initiative for the ballot, but he said in a phone interview that he thinks he can find the money.

The article went on to raise questions that experts typically ask about the wisdom of many Californian initiatives approved by the voters over the last 25 years. Most of the objections concern  initiatives that tie up large percentages of the state’s budget, such as Prop. 98, passed in 1988, that reserves 40 percent of the budget for education.

Another objection voiced in the article was that initiatives are often used by special interest groups to further their own causes and bypass the legislature. It should be noted that the Post the Finances initiative will not eat up large chunks of the state budget. Mozena believes that on the contrary, it could save the state millions of dollars every year. Post the Finances is also a bi-partisan, grass-roots initiative that is not tainted by special interests. According to the Inland Empire article, some experts have 

recommended amendments to the initiative process. 

In 2001, the Commission on the California Initiative Process proposed "adding a new indirect initiative. The Legislature could review such proposals and, while adhering to the intent of the proposal, review, modify and adopt the proposal, meaning it would not reach the ballot."

Another possibility the article mentioned is to require voters to approve an initiative on two consecutive ballots, a procedure that is currently followed in Nebraska, for example.

For comment, the article returned in its final paragraph to Steve Mozena:

Mozena said many of those alternatives would be acceptable to him, winning his proposal a legislative review and saving him the expense of signature-gathering. “I would like to give them the opportunity to make it into a law,” he said. “But I don't want them to be able to dice it up."
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